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OFFICERS 
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TJHE   fIRST   JMEW    YOF(K 

Jul^  Third,  Eighissn  Hundrsd  and  Sixty -ThrtB. 


rr 

A  N  D  R  E  \V     C  O  \V  A  X, 

Rrevct.teti  Major,  for  gallantry  at  the  Battle  of  the  Opcuuaii.  where  he  was  severely  wounded.  Br^vetted  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  foi  jjallant  and  meritorious  services  a^^  Chief  ot  Artillery  Sixth  Corps,  in  tlie  campaiorn  endintr  with 
the  surrender  of  General  I-ee'.s  Ariny.     Mustered  out  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

'Fir-st   ^iciitenar.ts: 

WILLIAM     P.     WRIGHT, 

Si-v  erelv    wounded;   iK^norahly    mustered    out.  at  his  own  request,  on    account   of  permanent  dis  ibility  from  wounds. 

WILLIAM    H.   JOILNSOX, 

Severeiv  wounded;   recovered  and  returned  to  dutv;   morlallv  wounded  at  Winciiester. 


^  0  c^  '^  "^  ^'       ^    '  ^  ^  ^  r  ^  "^  ^  "p  I  c  • 


THEODORR    ATKINS, 

Sunstaick;   afterwards  resij^ned. 


PETER    KELLY. 

Served   as  Chiet    of  Caissons;    afterw.irds    resig-ned. 


A'<r//:.— IJeiitenants  *().  f{.  \  anEttkn,  vHi  nk v  D.  X'auohn.  Tnt:o.  Atkins.  Fdwi.n-  Hisrr,  Petek'Kf.llv. 
\      MiiroN   J.    Kinney    and    Lkwis  Tai.lman    were    all    promoted    from    t!ie   ranks         Serg^eant    James    W'oo.d    was 
proiunte<l  to   Lieutenant  of  Ca\  al ry.      The   Ratterv    had    still    excellent  niaterial    left  for    commissioned   officers. 
.i  *  Wounde.i  at  Cold  ir:.rhor        yKilLd  at  (.-e.ltr  Creek. 
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JHE  ^'IRStJ\|EW^0RK    MjATTERY 

Held    it>*   A-nrnaal    !<»=— Uniori.   at 

GETTYSBURG,    I?M. 

July  3rd,  1386. 
THE     TW^HXXV  THIRO    .AX  XI\'E  R^A  R  V     OE     XHE     F^^XTLE. 


L^ET  us  have  our  next  Re-union  at  Gettysburg,"  said  a  member  of  Cowan's 
\  Battery,  '-and  put  up  a  monument  where  the  Battery  fought,"  said 
anollier.  The  suggestion  met  with  approval  at  once,  and  when  Colonel 
Cowan  was  heard  from,  promising  to  meet  the  boys  and  tell  the  story  ot  the 
battle  on  the  very  spot  where  they  had  fought  twenty-three  years  ago,  every 
one  made  up  his  mind  to  be  there,  if  possible. 

Comrades  Webster,  Shapley,  Ditton  and  others  went  to  work  with  the 
same  old  eneriiv  tliat  distinguished  the  bovs  of  Cowan's  Batterv  in  the  w;ir. 
Special  excursion  rates  were  secured  and  circulars  were  mailed  to  all  survivors 
of  the  Battery  whose  addresses  were  known,  inviting  them  to  turn  out  and 
meet  with  their  old  Captain  and  comrades  once  more.  The  responses  showed 
that  the  hearts  of  the  boys  were  as  warm  as  ever,  though  sickness  and  otiier 
cares,  as  well  as  slender  purses,  must  keep  many  at  home  who  longed  to  be  at 
the  re-union.  The  train  bearing  the  bovs  and  their  friends  was  to  leave  Auburn 
Friday  afternoon,  July  2nd,  and  those  enthusiastic  old  veterans.  Webster  and 
Shapley,  laid  their  plans  to  open  the  dav  in  holiday  style  with  ringing  oi 
church  bells  and  liring  of  cannon.  When  the  old  boys  wake  up  even  now  it 
is  hke  old  times;  the  Battery  makes  itself  felt.  Qi.net  Auburn  people  waked 
up  that  morning  with  an  idea  that  the  Fourth  of  Julv  had  begun  a  day  or  two 
ahead  of  the  almanac.  At  four  o'clock  a  happv  party  left  Auburn  behind,  and 
on  its  way,  at  Waterloo  and  other  points,  was  joined  bv  other  members  ot  the 
old  Batter\-.  Atu-r  a  <j;ovd  sup'per  at  Canandaigua  the  partv,  now  increased  to 
about  fitly  okl  soldiers  and  their  friends,  including  Rev.  J.  K.  Dixcjn.  Pastor  oi 
the  First  Baptist  Church  ot  Auburn,  son  of  a  gallant  Union  soldier  who  touglu 
in  tlie  First  Corps  imder  Revnolds  and  was  taken  prisoner  in  the  first  d:iy's 
battk',  wl'ile  his  regiment,  b\  a  rapid  change  of  front,  was  making  a  gallant 
resistance  again>t  the  enemv  who  had  pushed'through  a  gap  between  the  First 
and  Eleventh  Corps,  thus  taking  our  line  in  tlank  and  rear  at  the  same  time. 
The  son  wished  to  stand  on  ti\e  ground  where  his  father  had  fought  tor  the 
Union  and  so  he  iiad  come  along.  Mr.  John  S.  Bristol,  one  of  Auburn's  best 
citizens,  formerly  principal  of  District  School  No.  5,  where  he  taught  many  an 
Auburn  boy  gooii  sound  English  and  Mathematics,  had  joined  the  Excursion 
to  vi^it  the  historic  battle  tield  o\  the  war,  and  to  meet  again  his  old  pupik  the 


At  last  the   train  pulled  out,  cind  snugly  settled  in  a  Pullman  sleeper,  the 


Captain  of  the  Battery.     Colonel  C^wan   gave  him  a  warm  ut^lcome,  nor  can 
he  ever  forget  the    faithful   cind   able   instruction  of  his  old  teacher,  who   has 

been  his  life-long  friend  as  well.  | 

While   waiting    f)r   the    train    that   was    to    carrv   them   fjrward    on    their  [ 

journev,  a  telegraph  liov  was  heard  inquiring  for  '*  Colonel  Webster,"    (Cedar  ■ 

Creek  would  have  entitled  Sergeant  Webster  to  a  well  earned  commissi(3n,  had  ^ 

not   the  rebel   bullet  crippled   him   for  lifeV     The  message  was   trom  George  \ 

Bruckwav,  one  of  the  old  bovs,  a  big-hearted  brave  fellow,  beloved  by  everv  i 

man   in  the   company,  and   now  coming   all  the  way  trom   Iowa  to  meet  his  \ 

comrades   after  twenty  years   of  separation.     He   besought  Webster  to  ''  hold  \ 

the  train"  for  his  own  was  late,  and  the  bo\  s  would  liave  held  it  if  they  had  to  i 

grease   the  track.     Fortunately,  however,  there  was  no  necessity  for   extreme  ' 

measiu'es,  for  the  train  had  to  wait,  and  as  Brockway  landed  in  the  crowd  tort}-  i 

hands  reached  out  to  (rreet  him.     No  wonder  there  was  somethinir  moist  about  | 

his  eves  on  receivino;  such  a  ^rreetinii  from  men  who  know  and  love  him  well.  I 


party,  one  by  one,  prepared  to  get  such  rest  as  \\ould  ht  them  ibr  active  dutv  | 

on  the  comino-  dav  at  Gettvsburij.     At  seven  o'clock  Saturdav  mornincr,   on  t 

time  to  the  minute,  the  excursion  arrived  at  the  old  town,  and  the  party 
marched  up  to  the  Eagle  Hotel,  where  Colonel  Cowan  met  them  with  a 
greeting  that  came  from  his  heart.  It  was  a  meeting  long  to  be  remembered 
by  all  who  were  present.  The  town  was  littrallv  packed  with  \-isiting  soldiers 
of  everv  corps,  but  the  old  captain  had  been  on  the  ground  to  make  arrange- 
ments tor  his  boys  and  as  usual  nothing  was  wanting.  The  entire  party  I' 
accepted  his  cordial  invitation  to  breaktast,  after  the  announcement  had  been 
made  that  the  exercises  would  take  place  at  ten  o'clock,  out  on  the  line  of 
battle,  at  the  famous  copse  of  trees,  where  the  Battery  made  its  gallant  light 
and  met  the  charge  of  Pickett's  \'irginians.  I^reaktast  over,  it  was  found  that 
Colonel  Cowan  had  five  carriages  engaged,  all  oi  which  were  placed  at  the 
service  of  the  members  of  the  Battery  who  had  been  wounded  or  were  in  any 
way  feeble,  together  with  the  hidies  who  had  accompanied  the  party. 

The  dav  could  not  have  been  more  beautiful  had  the  weather  been  made 
to  order.  The  sun  shone  brightlv,  but  a  pleasant  breeze  relieved  the  heat. 
Without  losing  a  moment  the  whole  party  set  out,  some  in  carriages  and  some 
on  toot,  to  see  the  man\'  objects  oi  interest  in  and  around  Gettvsburg  :  but  by 
ten  o'clock  all  had  concentrated  near  the  ''  High  Water  Mark"  of  the  Rebellion, 
as  tliat  part  of  the  line  of  battle  is  called  where  tliv-  Confederates  broke  through 
and  seized  the  guns  of  Cushing's  Batter\',  in  that  famous  charge  of  Long.street's 
Corps.  July  23,  1863.  It  was  the  good  fortune  of  Cowan's  Ikiiter}'  to  have 
been  stationed  at  this  critical  point  on  the  immediate  left  of  Cushing's  Battery, 
tiie  Philadelphia  Brigade  of  the  famous  Second  Corps,  commanded  by  General 
Alex  S.  Webb,  supporting  the  guns.  Here  Colonel  Cowan  was  to  tell  how  the 
l><ittery  bore  its  part  on  that  great  day. 


i  I 


The  clump  of  trees  had  not  greatly  changed,  save  that  the  voung  oaks 
had  fjrown  older,  a  little  larger  and  more  ru^fired  ;  but  an  u'dv  under^jrowth  ot' 
vines  and  bushes  had  been  allowed  to  spring  up,  altering  the  appearance  more 
than  an\'  change  in  the  oak  trees,  and  obstructing  the  view  of  the  battle  ground 
in  their  front.  TJiis  should  not  be  and  doubtless,  now  that  a  dozen  splendid 
monuments  to  the  regiments  and  batteries  that  fought  and  beat  the  enemy  here, 
will  soon  crown  the  crest,  making  it  the  most  conspicuous  as  it  is  already  the 
most  famous  part  of  the  great  battle  field,  the  Memoiial  Association  will  cause 
this  unsightly  rubbish  to  be  cut  down. 

Shortlv  after  the  hour  a  iar^-e  audience  had  leathered,  numberincr,  besides 
the  members  of  the  battery  and  their  friends,  veterans  from  the  Second,  Third 
and  Sixth  Corps,  also  General  Henry  J.  Hunt,  the  great  Artillery  Chief  of  the 
Armv  of  the  Potomac,  and  other  distinguished  otFicers.  Colonel  Cowan 
requested  tiie  Rev.  J.  K.  Dixon  to  open  the  exercises  with  prayer,  by  saying  : 
''Ladies  and  Gentlemen — We  have  with  us  to-day  the  son  of  a  soldier  who 
fought  gallantlv  with  Reynolds  at  Oak  Ridge,  and  was  captured  bv  the  enemy 
on  the  field  :  ont;  who  is  himself  a  soldier  in  that  army  which  shall  conquer  the 
world.     Mr.  Dixon,  \sill  \'ou  ask  God's  blessing  upon  our  exercises?" 

iVfter  a  feeling  and  appropriate  prayer  had  been  offered,  Colonel  Cowan 
stepped  forward  to  deliver  his  address  on  the  spot  which  marks  about  the 
center  of  the  position  held  by  his  Battery,  close  to  which  magnificent 
monuments  are  already  raised  in  honor  of  three  Massachusets  Regiments,  a 
Pennsylvania  Regiment,  and  Brown's  Rhode  Island  Battery  ;  and  where 
another  year  a  monument  will  stand  to  commemorate  the  gallant  part  plaved 
here  by  Cowan's  Battery.  The  audience  listened  to  Colonel  Cowan's  address 
with  breathless  interest,  at  ditferent  times  interrupting  the  speaker  with  outbursts 
of  applause.  The  following-  is  the  address,  wdiich  has  been  printed  already  in 
the  Auburn  daily  and  weekly  papers  and  is  therefore  not  new  to  all  who  may 
read  this  account  of  the  Re-union. 

COLONEL    cowan's    ADDRESS. 

/,  /T  Y  CO^n^ADES: 
^\  We  are  standing  now  where  twenty-three  years  ago  to-day  we  stoo('< 

serving  our  country.  How  ditlerent  was  the  scene.  The  blue  sk}'  was 
over  us  and  the  sun  shone  upon  us  with  fervent  heat;  but  then  from  Culps 
Hill  on  our  right  to  Round  Top  on  the  left  eighty  thousand  ot  our 
comrades  stood  in  battle  arraw 

Yonder,  beyond  the  Emmitsburg  road,  almost  hid  by  the  sheltering 
wood>  and  hills,  stretching  awa\'  over  through  Gettysburg  and  enyeloping  our 
ri^rht,  crouched  the  Confederate  host.  We  knew  their  couraj/e  and  heroism  ; 
it  had  been  proved  on  many  a  hard-l'ought  field. 

We  realized  fully  all  that  the  coming  strui^^^rle  meant  for  us  and   for  our 


6 


country.  It*  liearts  be.it  painfully,  or  t]iouL,^hts  of  life  and  home  and  loved 
ones  moistened  our  eves,  what  matter  ;  the  bravest  are  often  the  tenderest. 
I  low  well  I  recall  the  perfect  stillness  of  the  morning,  while  the  fog 
lingered  and  enveloped  our  lines.  l^he  voices  of  the  men  seemed  hushed, 
and  since  the  fighting  over  at  Gulps  Hill  liad  ceased  no  sound  of  war  disturbed 
the  silence. 

The  sun  mounted  higher  and  the  heat  grew  intense.  Suddenly,  like  a 
thunderbolt  from  a  cloudless  sky,  the  sound  of  the  enemy's  cannon  smote 
upon  our  hearts,  and  instantly  the  roar  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  guns  tilled 
the  air.  The  earth  trembled,  the  hill-tops  shook  ;  while  screaming  shot  or 
bursting  shell  tlew  fast  on  their  dreadtul  errand. 

For  nearly  two  hours,  just  here  to  the  left  a  hundred  paces,  you  fought 
cannon  against  cannon,  uiuil  at  last  through  sweat  and  smoke  we  saw  the 
rebel  colors  waving  over  ^•(>nder  among  the  trees.  It  was  the  enemy's  mfantry 
preparing  to  assault  our  lines. 

Brown's  Rhode  Island  Battery  until  now  had  fought  on  this  spot  as 
g-allantlv  as  vour  own  over  there.  A  shot  from  the  enemy  lodired  in  the 
muzzle  of  one  of  Brown's  guns,  breaking  and  disabling  it.  Crippled  and 
exhausted  the  remaining  guns  were  then  withdrawn,  and  into  their  place  on 
the  hiifher  ground  where  we  now^  stand,  our  six  iruns  instantly  rushed  at  a 
furious  gallop  "'  into  Battery." 

Here  was  Webb's  Pennsylvania  Brigade  of  three  small  regiments,  and 
Cushing"s  regular  battery,  its  young  commander  already  wounded  but  fighting 
his  guns  until  death  smote  him  a  few^  moments  later. 

Forth  from  the  trees  into  the  open  fields,  like  crack  regiments  for  review, 
Longstreet's  men  advance  and  form   for  the  grand  assault  on  Cemeter\'   Hill. 

Every  Union  gun.  from  the  Cemettny  to  Round  Top,  is  trained  upon  the 
rebel  lines.  Right  in  o^r  front  are  Pickett's  Virginians.  Shot  and  shell  tear 
wide  gaps  in  their  ranks  but  the\'  close  to  the  let't  and  press  steadily  forward  : 
every  moment  drawing  nearer,  every  moment  their  number  growing  less. 

The  rebel  left  wavers,  halts  and  retreats  ;  still  on  come  Pickett's  men 
hjrcing  back  part  of  oiu*  infantry  and  seizing  Cushing's  guns  close  joined  to 
your  right,  their  gallant  commander  dead  at  Ids  post.  As  the  rebel  colors  are 
planted  on  the  Union  battery  the  regiment  in  your  front,  posted  behind  a 
slight  defence  ot  rails  ten  yards  in  advance,  wavers  and  breaks,  but  is  rallied 
by  Webb,  their  gallant  General,  round  the  colors  in  rear  of  Cushing's  guns. 

Three  times  you  have  swept  the  front  be\  ond  the  low  stone  wall  or  tence, 
with  canister  at  point  blank  range,  and  now  in  this  supreme  instant  of  the 
contest,  while  victory  hangs  tremblingly  over  blue  and  grey,  with  twelve 
killed  and  wounded,  both  your  First  Lieutenants  shot  and  a  third  disabled, 
with  your  intantry  support  in  momentary  confusion  or  ilight,  and  Pickett's  wild 
^  irginians  rushing  forward,  yelling  "take  the  guns  I"  you  load  ever}'  piece 
with  double  canhler  and  sweep  the  enemy  from  before  them  at  ten  yards. 
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The  names  of  thirty  battles  are  inscribed  on  your  colors.  On  every 
lield  voLi  fought  well,  often  nobly  ;  at  times  you  suffered  evun  more  than  here  ; 
but  it  i>  niv  judgment  that  the  grandest  example  of  your  courage  and  disciplinu 
was  "  DOLKLE  CANiSTEK  AT  TEN  YARDS "  on  Cemetery  ridge.  The  last 
canister  tired  you  hastily  dragged  the  guns  below^  the  crest  for  shelter,  but 
there  was  no  enemy  left  able  to  follow  or  seize  them. 

Here  on  the  summit  the  blue  uniforms  lay  thick  as  leaves  in  autumn  ; 
there  at  the  wall,  blue  and  gray  intermingled  ;  beyond,  nothing  but  the 
grev-clad  \"irginians,   hiiuwrtality  their  giicrdon. 

While  gallant  deeds  are  told  in  song  or  story,  the  heroism  of  the  men 
who  crossed  von  mile  of  undulatin<>;  held  and  vallev,  in  the  t^ace  of  such  iron 
hail  as  beat  upon  them,  can  ne\'er  be  forgotten. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  as  we  gathered  up  the  wounded  to  bear  them 
awav  in  their  blankets  or  on  stretchers  to  the  little  house,  where  surgeons 
strained  every  nerve  to  save  life  and  relieve  suffering,  we  passed  no  man  bv 
because  of  his  uniform,  but  in  the  room  secured  for  our  wounded  lieutenants, 
at  a  farm  house  near  here,  a  wounded  Contederate  captain  also  was  sheltered 
and  nursed  bv  men  we  left  behind  to  care  for  their  ofhcers. 

From  Yorktown  all  the  way  round  to  Appommattox  you,  nor  I,  ever  saw- 
aught  but  kindness  shown  to  wounded  or  prisoners,  and  our  comrades  captured 
by  the  enemy,  testitied  to  equal  kindness  from  Lee's  men.  The  sutlering  i)f 
prisoners  can  never  be  charged  to  veteran  soldiers  serving  with  the  armies  at 
the  front.  Now,  when  peace  and  good  will  prevail  all  over  the  land,  it  is  well  to 
recall  how  soldiers  felt  in  the  day  of  battle  and  rejoice  over  pleasant  memories. 

The  battle  of  Gettysburg  had  been  tought.  The  fortunes  of  the  Con- 
federacy, the  tate  of  tlie  Union,  hung  on  the  issue.  This  very  spot  marks  the 
highest  point  of  rebel  success,  and  is  rightly  named  '^  High  Water  Mark"  ot' 
the  rebellion. 

That  tide  ehhcd^  slowly,  sullenly  but  steadily  tVom  the  spot  where 
Pickett's  m.en  planted  their  colors  on  Cushing's  guns,  to  the  held  at  Appom- 
mattox, where  you  tired  youj-  guns  for  the  last  time,  in  honor  oi  Lee's 
surrender. 

It  is  tltting  indeed  that  a  monument  should  be  erected  here  to  com- 
memorate the  services  of  the  First  New  York  Battery,  and  I  trust  tliat  another 
year  may  tind  manv  or  must  of  us  here  to  witness  its  completion. 

0\'er  there,  with  thousands  who  fell  in  the  battle  gloriously,  rest  our  own 
comrades\  Grev  and  Billings,  Peto,  Mcllroy  and  Hitchcock.  The  Battery's 
Bugle  no  more  disturbs  their  slumber  but  we  shall  meet  them  again,  at  the 
Reveille. 

Of  OLU*  wounded  we  have  not  forgotten  Johnson — dead  at  Winchester  in 
the  front  of  the  figiit — iior  gallant  Wright,  like  Gates,  Kimbark,  McKenzie 
and  Clark,  disabled  for  life.  Gates  we  have  with  us  on  his  wooden  leg  to-day, 
a  good  citizen,   as  lie  was  a  brave  soldier.      Of  the  others  who  were  with  us 
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twenty-three  yedrs  ago,  numbers  tell  on  other  ilelds,  many  are  scattered  over 
the  Union,  but  all  are  with  us  in  spirit  to-dav  and  our  hearts  <j-o  out  to  them 
with  lo\-;d   devotion 

And  nuw,  my  comrades,  shall  we  ask  v\hether  the  results  of  the  war 
jus.titv  all  it  cost  in  blood  and  treasure?  Here  are  Webster,  Shapley,  Gates, 
and  others,  maimed  and  crippled.  Here  are  few  who  do  not  carry  marks  of 
the  war.  But  whenever  or  wherever  it  ma\'  be  asked,  is  the  Union  worth  all 
it  cost?  we  have  but  one  answer,  Ave,  a  thousand  times  I 

The  w^ar  was  ine\itable.  Without  it  tVnu"  millions  held  in  bondage,  a  blot 
on  our  boasted  freedom,  might  never  have  been  liberated.  By  w^ar  and 
sutfering  alone  might  the  question  of  a  State's  right  to  secede  from  the  Union 
be  forevei  settled.  The  war  was  a  lire  designed  to  cement  the  Union  and 
purge  the  country  of  oppression. 

No  State  shall  ever  aijain  claim  riifhts  of  secession.  No  slave  will  ever 
anain  breathe  in  the  free  air  of  our  country. 

Thank  God  that  the  \\  ar  came  in  my  day  and  yours,  tor  our  children  are 
spared  the  ordeal.  Thank  God,  most  tervently,  that  the  men  who  fought  to 
maintain  slavery  and  destroy  the  Union  are  convinced  of  their  error  and 
converted  to  loyalty  as  stanch  and  true  as  our  own. 

What  boots  to  an\-,  the  ^mutterings  of  an  old  man,  unrepentant  and 
unforgiven,  when  from  Ocean  to  Ocean,  tVom  Northern  Lakes  to  Southern 
Sea,  there  is,  forever,  peace. 

We  shall  soon  '-cross  the  river  to  rest  in  the  shade  of  the  trees'' — Meade 
and  Hancock,  our  own  vSedgwick  and  Russell,  together  with  scores  of  old 
comrades  and  friends  h:\vc  alreiul\-  gone  tbrward. 

Let  us  still  march  on  steadily,  acquitting  ourselves  to  tlie  end,  in  all  things, 
worthv  of  the  honor.ible  career  to  whicli  we  were  chosen,  and  strivino-  to  train 
oiu-  clwl<!ren  in  lo\';d  de\'otion  to  truth,   iustice  and  treedom. 

With  such  ciu/ens  the  Nation  is  sate.  Not  anarchy,  nor  socialism,  the 
frr.its  of  Euroju-an  t>ppression.  not  all  the  powers  of  ignorance  swept  to  our 
shores,  can  prevail  while  worthy  sons  and  daughters  cherish  the  memory  of 
those  who  lought  and  died  tor  the  Union. 

CONTINrATION    OF    THE    EXERCISES. 


At  tlie  c<»nclusion  of  the  address,  followed  by  applause  no  longer  restrained. 
Cnlonel  Uo\\aii  pi'.po>ed  thre  =  '  chrers  tor  the  distinguished  Cliief  of  Artillerv 
«/t"the  Army  .ti"ihe  I'nto.nKic.  General  Henry  J.  Hunt,  who  IxMiored  the  occasion 
with  hi>  prt->once.  Tiiv  cht-ers  were  givt-n  with  a  will.  General  Hunt  was 
always  a  go.ui  iiirnii  of  Couan">  Battery  and  it  was  here,  as  the  rebel  intantrv 
cr..>s,-d  the  wall,  liiat  the  ( j.ri-T.d"s  'nor>e  \\as  shot  under  him.  Sero-eant  \^in 
i.ii.'D/s  big  I)  ty  h"!>e  was  instantly  turtied  o\er  to  the  General  and  bore  him 
s  tt.ly  to  the  ch'se  of  tile  .lay.     The  boss  wanted  the  General  to  make  them   a 


speech.  He  had  a  read}-  'excuse,  but  entertained  them  pleasantly  with  remi- 
niscences of  his  own  battery,  way  back  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  several 
f  incidents  of  the  dav  that  the  Battery  was  now  celebratinL^.  Other  officers  were 
f  present,  and  nianv  civilians,  who  expressed  their  approval  of  the  phm  to  plant 
a  monument  to  the  iJattery  here,  as  had  been  referred  to  in  the  address  made 
bv  Colonel  Cowan. 

It  was  explained  that  the  survivors  of  the  Battery  hoped  to  be  able  to  raise 
the  bulk  of  the  monev  for  the  monument  amonij;  themselves,  and  would  then 
rely  on  the  citizens  of  their  county  to  make  up  the  rest.  The  Colonel  of  a 
New  York  Regiment  was  heard  to  say,  '*  If  the  people  where  these  men  came 
from  allow  them  to  pav  t'or  the  monument  tliat  is  to  commemorate  such  ser\-ice 
as  this  Batter\-  performed  here,  thev  are  made  of  poor  stutlV' 

But  time  was  passing  all  too  swiftly  and  tlie  Colonel  called — "Attention  !  " 
Certain  letters  and  telegrams,  which  \vould  pro\'e  interesting  to  all,  were  to  be 
read.  The  following  letter  tVom  Major  General  H,  G.  Wright,  the  honored 
Commander  of  the  famous  Sixth  x\rmv  Corps,  to  which  the  Battery  had 
belonged  from  the  day  the  Corps  was  formed  to  the  close  of  the  war,  w'as  first 
read,  and  at  its  conclusion  three  rousing  ciieers  were  given  tor  the  General  : 

1203  X.  St.,  N.  W.,  Washington,  July  1,  Issi;. 
My  Dear  Coi.onkl  Cowan: — I  have  read  with  much  pleasure  and  interest  the  proof-copy  or 
the  address  you  have  prepared  for  delivery  at  the  re-union  of  _\our  Battery  on  the  3d  inst.  at 
Gettysburg.  Next  to  bein^j  present  at  its  delivery  is  the  pleasure  of  quietly  perusing  it,  and  of  being 
able  to  indorse  ihe  sentiments  it  presents,  as  I  am  sure  thev  n  ill  be'  indorsed  bv  the  veteraivs  of  your 
Battery  wha  may  be  so  fortunate  as  to  listen  to  its  utterance.  To  the  gallant  veterans  assembled 
please  extend  my  mo>t  cordial  greeting,  and  assure  them  that  their  soldierly  di-rd^,  so  proudly 
recognized  by  the  good  old  Sixtli  Corps,  and  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  can  not  be  forgotten  while 
"  Fame  lier  record  keeps."     I  am,  my  dear  Colonel,  very  sincerely  yours, 

H.  G.   WRIGHT. 
-Colonel  Andrew  Cowan,  U.  S.  V.,  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

Next  in  order  came  a  telegram  trom  General  C.  H.  Tompkins,  long  the 
Chief  of  Artiller\'  oi  the  Sixth  Corps.  General  Tompkins  w^as  not  only  an 
artillery  otlicer  of  great  merit,  but  he  was  in  the  best  sense  o(  the, word,  a 
gentleman,  honored  and  respected  bv  the  otticers  and  men  of  the  Artillery 
Brigade.  Rhode  Island  sent  no  finer  soldier  to  serve  the  Government. 
The  mention  of  his  name  called  tor  rousing  cheers  trom  his  old  soldiers.  The 
telegram  read  as  follows  : 

New  York.  July  :2d.  issc. 
Colonel   Andkkw   C(:»w.\n': — Accept  hearty  congratulations  that  the  gallant  •-orvice  rend.ered 
by   the    Fir<5t  New   York   Battery,  on   the    Field    ot  Getty sbui-g.  is   to    be  properly  commemorated. 
Kin.d  remembrances  to  vou  and  to  all  survivors  of  vour  former  command,  whose   bravery  and  valor 
^o  largely  contributed  to  the  success  of  our  amis  on  that  memorable  day. 

C.   H.  TOtPKINS. 

Lieutenant  W.  P.  Wright  of  Cowan's  Battery  was  one  of  the  original 
officers  who  marched  with  it  to  the  seat  of  war  in  iS6i.  lie  had  passed 
through  the  Penin^ula,  Antietam,  Frederick>burg  and  Chancellorsville  battles 
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UTiharmed,    thoui:]!    his    horse    was    shot   under   him  •  at  Williamsburg,  and  the 
I  Chickahominv   swamp-fever    nearly  carried     him   oiK     On    this   famous    spot,       j 

I  however,  as   the  enemv  were   pressing  foward  to  sieze  the   guns,  then    being       j 

i  double-shotted  \\  irh   canister,  he    fell  pierced    through  with  a  rifle   ball.     From       j 

[  this  wound,  thanks   to  his  temperate   life  and  strong  constitution,  he  at  length 

1  recovered,  but  beinu^  no  lonirer  able  to  bear  the   hardsliips  of  active  service  he 

i         'was,  at  his  own  request,  honorablv  mustered  out  of  the   service  on    account  of 
wounds.     He   had  enlisted   for  the  war  and  could  not  bear  to  think  of  resicin- 
ing.     Letters   and  messages  had  been  received  from  numbers  of  the  Batter^-, 
,  who  like  Lieutenant  Wright,  were  prevented   from  attendance  at  this  re-union, 

■  and    such  letters   were  to  be  read  at  a   subse(|uent  business    meedng  ;    but  it 

seemed  most  appropriate  that  the  message  from  Lieutenant  Wright  should  be 
read  where  he  had  fallen  at  the  post  of  duty.  Colonel  Cowan  referred  to  the 
incident  feelinglv,  and  then  read  Lieutenant  Wright's  telegram.  He  may 
know  as  he  reads  this  narrative  that  his  old  comrades  carried  him  on  their 
\  hearts  at  Gettx'sburg  twenty-three  years  after  the  day  they  had  carried  him, 
helpless  and  bleeding,  in   their  arms. 

Palatka,  Fla.,  July  3,  ISSG.  j 

;  Colonel  Andrew  Cowan,  Gettysburg,  Pa. — AtTeclionate  regards  to  you  and  all  the  members  » 

i  of  the  famous  old   Battery.     I  am  more  than  sorry  not  to  be  \\  ith  you.  I 

I  \V.  P.  WRIGHT.  I 

I  The  oak  trees  afri)rded  the  interested  audience  a  pleasant  shade  fi'om  the 

I         heat  of  the  sun.  now  become  very  great,  yet  had  the  exercises  been  conducted 

without  such  agreeable  surroundings  no  one  would  have  missed  any  part  of  I 
them.  The  most  intense  interest  was  manifest  even  amonir  those  present  to  I 
whom  the  events  were  of  n'>  personal  import.  It  was  rumored  that  a  tcle<'-ram  ^ 
had  come  tVom  General  Alexander  S.  Webb,  Commander  of  the  Philadelphia  \ 
Brigade  of  Hancock's  Corps,  the  troops  who  had  here  met  the  assault  of  I 
Pickett's  men  with  a  coin'age  ihat  never  faltered,  tlunigli  the  tbrce  of  the  ! 
charge  swept  part  of  the  three  small  regiments  back  tor  a  moment,  onlv  to  • 
rail}-  instantly  under  the  spu-ndid  lead.ership  of  Webb,  determined  to  beat  the  I 
enemv  (tr  die  on  the  fiehl.  To  these  Pennsxlvania  reiiiments  and  their  ! 
j         General,  Cowan's  B.ittery  was  a  >tranger.  t 

The  tortunes  of  the  battle  ami  the  orders  o\  the  Chief  had  placed  the  1 
Batterv  cK.>se  to  tlie  po>!iion  of  Webb's  Brigade,  and  tliere  it  had  fou"-ht  I 
through  the  grerit  catmonade,  unti!  th.e  exhaustion  and  C(»nsequent  withdrawal 
of  Brown's  P>attery.  At  the  moment  when  the  enemv  were  seen  making 
reatly  U)r  ilieir  assault  it  was  iuirried  to  the  right,  bv  Webb's  command,  to 
occupy  the  gap  maile  by  if.e  witluirawLd  of  Brown's  guns.  Thus  the  First 
New  V.-rk  Battery  was  away  tVuin  Us  own  Corps,  doing  its  thitv,  h(nve\er,  no 
less  willingly  on  that  account.  After  the  repulse  of  the  enemv  and  the  close  oi 
the  cannonading  that  succeeded  it,  (  ^-n.-i-al  Webb  expressed  the  admiration 
he   felt    for    the    gallantry    di.>pla_\ed    by    Cowan's    Batterv,    and     ordered    a 
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detail  from  an  intaiitrv  regiment  to  take  the  plaee  ot'  its  dead  and  wounded 
and  assist  in  manninir  the  iriins,  rather  than  brin^  up  a  fresh  batterv  to  take 
its  phice.  The  Batterv  remained  with  General  Webb  until  tlie  morning  o{ 
Julv  Sth,  when,  at  parting,  the  General  again  expressed  his  thanks,  wishing 
that  he  might  alwa\s  keep  it  with  him.  However,  in  preparing  the  olTicial 
report  of  his  Brigade,  soon  after,  General  Webb  or  his  Adjutant  General,  made 
a  slight  mention  of  '•  Wheeler's  First  New  York  Independent  Battery,"  an 
unfortunate  mistake  in  the  name,  as  the  Thirteenth  New  York  Independent 
Batterv  was '•  Wheeler's  "  that  day,  and  had  taken  a  position  to  the  lett  of 
Cowan's  First  New  York  Independent  Batterv  hn*  a  short  time,  as  is  mentioned 
in  Captain  Cowan's  official  report.  This  failure  to  mention  the  Battery's  part 
in  the  en^faLrement,  and  worse,  the  confusion  of  it  with  a  ditTerent  Batterv, 
was  unknown  to  Colonel  Cowan  until  the  latter  part  of  iS85,when  General 
Webb's  attention  was  called  to  the  matter.  Colonel  Cowan  bears  testimon\' 
to  the  promptness  with  which  General  Webb  sought  to  rectity  the  mistake  as 
soon  as  his  attention  was  called  to  it,  and  the  fact  that  the  Battery  belonged 
to  another  Corps  should  be  considered  bv  those  members  who  feel  aggrieved 
over  the  want  of  recognition  given  to  it  in  most  accounts  and  paintings  of  the 
great  battle.  General  Webb  has  sent  an  amendment  of  his  report  to  the 
Adjutant  General  of  the  Army.  The  same  will  be  found  printed  herevitii. 
It  was  with  no  small  interest  in  view  of  all  these  facts,  to  which  Colonel 
Cowan  brietl}'  alluded,  that  the  audience  waited  tor  the  reading  of  General 
Webb's  telegram.  The  General  is  now  President  of  the  College  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  and  telegraphed  from 

Sharon   Springs,  New  York,  July  2,  l.'^>^(i. 
Coi-ONKi.    Andrew    Cowan,    Gettysbur^^    Pa. — Congratulations    for    vou    and    your    gallant 
Batter_\',  on   your   success   in   establishing  Ibiever   \our  glorious    recoid   of  Julv  8,  ISiJo.     To    vour 
etrective  fire  we  owe  much,  tor  which  we  express  our  gratitude  in  collected  records. 

General   ALEXANDER  S.  \VEBr.. 

A  copy  of  General  Alex.  S.  Webb's  letter  to  the  Adjutant  General,  U.  S.  A., 
correcting  the  records,  had  been  furnished  to  Colonel  Cowan.  It  was  now  read 
to  the  meeting  : 

The  Colle(;r  <^k  the  City  of   New   Vokk, 
Cor.  Lexington  Ave.  and  "Jo d  St.  New  Vork,  December  4.  Iss,'). 

General   R.  C.   Dktm,    Adj't.  Gen'l.   U.    S.   A.: 

Dear  Sir — I  ha\e  the  honor  to  request  tliat  to  mv  repoit  ot'  the  action  of  trie  Second  Biigade, 
Second  Division,  Second  Corps,  on  July  ;>,  \^^'>'.i,  written  July  12,  ISC,;].  froni  Joiies  Cross  Roavi>, 
Md.,  the  toHouing  foot  note  n^ay  be  added: 

"Tlie  Battery  that  relieved  Brown's  Battery  B,  First  R.  I.  Artillery,  was  Cowan's  First  N.  Y. 
Independent  Battery.  This  Battery  reported  to  nie  and  did  excellent  service.  It  took  position  close 
to  Cushing's  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  and  to  it  belongs  the  credit  due  to  any  battery  which  could 
m.aintain  a  constant  lire  during  the  whole  ot'  the  rebel  charge.  It  was  Cowan's,  not  Wheeler's 
Battery  wl.ich  rej^orted  to  ine  lor  dutv. 

A  correct  copy,  ALEX.   S.    WEBB, 

Brvt.  Maj.  Gen'l,  U.  S.  A. 
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On  the  readin<^^  of  this  telegram  nnd  letter.  Lieutenant  Sears  ot' the  Battery, 
made  a  tew  pleasant  remarks  and  proposed  three  cheers  for  General  Webb. 
They  were  given  with  a  tiger. 

This  closed  the  morning  exercises,  and  the  ''boys"  were  advised  to 
spend  the  rest  of  the  day  in  exploring  the  tield.  not  forgettinsc  that  there  would 
be  a  business  meeting  in  the  rooms  of  the  hotel  at  ei";ht  o'clock  p.  m.  Con- 
tinning  to  the  let't,  tlie  party  passed  over  the  ground  held  bv  the  First  Corps 
on  July  .•^d,  then  along  the  positions  of  the  Sixth  and  Fit'th  Corps  until  the 
summit  oi  Little  Rinmd  Top  was  reached.  Here  a  magnificent  view  of  the 
center  and  left  of  the  field  of  battle  was  betbre  their  eyes.  Below  was  the 
''  Devil's  Den  "  and  the  ''  Valley  of  Death,"  to  tne  right  the  "  Wheat  Field," 
where  Death  reaped  the  harvest  twent\'-three  vears  ago,  and  bevond  could  be 
seen  the  ground  over  which  Pickett's  men  charged  to  break  the  center  at  the 
copse  of  trees.  Passing  down  the  left  side  of  the  Little  Round  Top  Mountain 
the  way  led  through  the  "Devil's  Den,"  a  strange  Ibrmation  of  immense 
boulders  and  rocks,  tbrming  curious  natural  fortitications  or  breast  works,  tromx 
which  the  Rebel  sharp-shooters  had  brought  down  hundreds  o{  L'nion  men 
and  olHcers  exposed  on  the  summit  of  Round  Top.  Over  this  ground,  part  of 
the  Third  Corps  had  fouglit  on  Julv  2d,  sutFering  terrible  losses  while  struggling 
to  hold  the  enemy  trom  gaining  Round  Top  before  it  could  be  occupied  bv 
the  troops  of  the  Fit'th  and  Sixth  Corps,  already  hastening  up  to  seize  this  kev 
to  the  whole  Union  position.  Hundreds  of  wounded  crawled  behind  the  rocks 
tor  shelter,  and  scores  were  tbund  dead  in  their  hiding  places,  after  the  battle. 
The  company  viewed  the  numerous  costly  monuments  erected  on  this  part 
of  the  tield.  mainly  in  honor  of  Massachusetts  regiments  ;  but  one  of  the 
handsomest,  tliey  were  glad  to  note,  belonged  to  a  New  York  State  regiment. 
"The  Orange  Blossoms,"  from  Orange  county.  A  noble  sh:itt  of  granite, 
appropriatelv  carved,  and  bearing  the  names  of  otlicers  and  men  \\  ho  fell  here, 
is  surmiounted  bv  a  life  sized  ligure  of  the  Colonel  of  the  regiment,  who 
was  among  the  slain.  The  way  now  led  through  the  "  Wheat  Field," 
where  the  golden  grain  wa\ed  luxuriantlv  that  July  dav.  while  North 
■dud  South  fought  in  it>  midst,  and  the  <>'round  was  red  with  the  blood  of  those 
who  tell  to  rise  no  more.  Forward  again,  to  the  "Peach  Orchard,"'  stil 
covered  with  similar  trees,  but  of  later  growth.  This  was  one  of  the  most 
desperately  contested  positions  lield  on  the  second  day  by  Sickle's  Third  Corps 

x\  short  distance  be\ond  lav  the  Emmitsburg  road,  and  when  the  partv 
reaciied  this  part  of  the  battle-ficKl  the  question,  so  otfen  thought  of,  occurred 
to  many  of  the  old  soldiers,  viz:  Was  Sickles  right  when  he  advanced  his 
Corps  to  this  crest  on  the  second  dav  and  precipitated,  as  has  been  asserted, 
the  beginning  of  tlie  grt*at  battler  Sickles,  who  tbught  his  Corps  with  tlie 
most  splendid  courage,  lost  his  leg  here,  and  of  his  command  more  than  tour 
thousand  were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  fight,  yet  the  most  bitter  criticism 
has  been   bestowed   upon  Sickles  for  his  action  in   throwing  his  troops  forward 
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to  the  Einmitsbiirij^  road.  The  ([iic^tion  therefore,  was  he  justified  in  makini^ 
such  a  move,  occurred  to  the  sc^ldiers  present  with  the  party.  The  position  to 
which  he  had  moved  tlie  hne  of  the  Third  Corps,  as  was  very  pLain  to  a 
soldier's  eve,  commanded  the  position  from  which  he  had  advanced,  and  it 
seemed  almost  a  military  necessity  for  the  Third  Corps  to  seize  this  position 
before  it  should  be  occupied  by  the  enemy  in  force.  It  was  clear  to  any  one, 
possessing  anv  knowledge  of  the  situation  at  the  time  when  Sickles  made  the 
advance,  that  it  was  his  duty  to  hold  the  enemy  from  crossing  the  Emmitsburg 
road  and  gaining  this  commanding  crest,  until  the  troops  of  the  Sixth  Corps. 
hurrving  from  the  extreme  right  of  the  arm}',  more  than  thirty  miles  distant 
the  night  previous,  should  arrive  and  secure  Little  Round  Top. 

If  the  enemv  luid  gained  Round  Top  the  Arm}'  of  the  Potomac  would 
have  been  maneu\'ered  out  of  its  position  and  the  blow  that  shattered  the 
Confederacy  could  never  have  been  struck  at  Gettysburg.  *' There  was  glory 
enough  at  Gettysburg  to  go  all  roimd,''  as  President  Lincoln  said  to  General 
Sickles,  and  the  \-erdict  of  Cowan  and  his  men,  while  viewing  the  held  with. 
unprejudiced  e\es  and  striving  to  weigh  the  circumstances  that  surrounded 
Sickles  in  a  great  crisis,  was  unanimous  in  his  tavor.  To  him  and  his 
magfnificent  Tliird  Corps  must  be  accorded  a  lar^^e  share  of  the  or]ory  of  the 
battle  and   history  must  set   the  record  right. 

Time  had  sped  so  swiftly  that  no  one  had  thought  of  the  dinner  hour, 
long  gone  by,  until  nature's  cravings  got  the  better  of  even  an  old  soldier's 
enthusiasm,  and  it  was  then  moved  to  return  to  the  hotel  for  refreshments. 
The  party  luiving  now  covered  the  ground  from  East  Cemetery  Hill  to  the  left 
of  the  main  line  of  Battle,  and  passing  back  directly  across  its  front,  had  left 
for  further  txploration  after  dinner  the  advanced  positions  of  the  First  and 
Eleventh  Corps  and  the  Cavalry,  where  General  Reynolds  was  killed  in  the 
tirst  days  lighting.  That  completed,  the  right  of  the  main  line  extending 
from  P2ast  Cemeter\'  Hill  around  Gulp's  Hill  to  the  Baltimore  turnpike,  must 
be  visited,  and   the  whole  field  would   have  been  covered. 

A  number  set  out  for  Reynold's  position  immediately  after  dinner,  and 
before  dusk  had  made  the  circuit,  ending  bv  climbing  the  belfrv  of  tlie 
Lutheran  Seminary  on  the  ridge  named  after  it,  to  get  a  splendid  view  of  the 
battlelield  and  the  beautiful  country  round  about.  It  was  from  this  belfrv  th.at 
General  Lee  watclied  the  movements  ot  the  main  torces  after  h.e  reached  tlie 
Held,  and  here  he  was  able,  with  the  eye  oi  a  military  chieftain,  to  recognize 
the  strength  of  the  pi^sition  which  his  army  had   to  attack  or  retreat  tVom. 

After  supper  the  Battery  boys  found  their  way  to  Colonel  Cowan's  roomy 
quarters  at  the  Eagle  Hotel,  where  the  business  meeting  was  to  take  place  at 
eight  o'clock.  The\-  were  all  eager  to  hear  what  plans  would  be  suggested 
for  raising  a  monument  to  the  old  Battery,  one  which  should  at  once  be  worthy 
of  the  part  it  had  played  in  the  tight,  and  of  the  splendid  company  of  situilar 
monuments   already   erected    at    the    famous   Copse   of   Trees. 
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W'hen  the  full  nurnbor  appiirently  had  entered  tlie  room  the}'  were  in\ited 
to  make  themselves  comfortable  with  retreshing  draughts  ot'  Appollinaris,  tor 
the  evening  was  hot,  and  the  President  called  the  meeting  to  order.  The 
following  members  of  the  Batterv  were  present  to  answer  the  roll  call :' 

Andrew  Cowax,  Chas.  H.  Shaplev, 

Wm.  Sears,  Wm.  E.  Wf.bster, 

Chas.  H.  Gates,  Alex.  McKknzie, 

James  Stewart,  George  F.  Brock  way, 

David  R.  Nettlktov,  Reed  Johnson, 

Philander   P.  Tharh,  John  Short, 

Jason  G.  Crolch,  Fred  Monk, 

Ithiel  Wintmr,  Henry  McGinniss, 

C.  M.  Parr,  Harrison  Smith, 

JosiAH  Mills,  L.  M.  Wilson, 
Lucius  Goodyear, 
And   Horace  Williams,  (of  color)  the  officer's  cook,  a  general  favorite  with  the  bo  vs. 

Old  times  and  new  were  talked  over,  and  a  general  friendly  chat  tollowed 
the  roll  call,  until  Colonel  Cowan  was  reminded  of  his  promise  to  tell  the  boys 
how^  he  discovered  that  the  Battery  had  not  been  properly  mentioned  in 
General  Webb's  report,  and  in  tact  as  much  about  the  action  of  the  Battery  in 
the   battle   as    it  might  be   agreeable   for  him   to   tavor  the  meeting  with. 

In  expectation  that  his  promise  would  not  be  forgotten,  and  to  be  better 
prepared  to  fulhll  it  in  such  a  way  as  would  cover  the  subject  and  leave  the 
storv  in  shape  to  become  a  part  of  the  published  record  of  the  Re-union,  the 
Colonel  had  written  the  following  letter,  which  was  then  read  to  the  meeting. 
A-lthough  somewhat  lengthy,  it  is  titting  that  it  should  be  printed  in  this 
pamphlet,  a  copy  of  which  will  l^e  sent  to  every  meniber  of  the  Battery,  to 
be  preserved  by  them  and  transmitted  to  their  children,  since  it  is  in  all 
probabilitv  a  more  complete  record  of  Battery  atFairs  than  will  ever  again  be 
tbund   in  print. 

Louisville,   Ky.,  June  2'.^,  ISSG. 
To  the  Survivino  Officers  and   Men  of  the  First  New   York  Battery: 

Comrades — Numerous  appeals  to  write  the  hi^^torv  of  our  Battery  ha\e  reached  me.  The 
theme  is  one  I  shall  ever  e-toein  worthy  of  the  most  eloquent  pen,  but  it  is  bevond  my  power  to 
attempt  it.  All  the  memoranda  and  letters  which  mi^ht  ha\e  ser\ed  me  in  such  an  undertaking 
were  loni^  since  burned,  and  althoui^h  careful  records  were  kept  with  the  Battery  papers,  thev 
have  passed  bevond  my  control,  ha\in.4  been  turned  o\er  to  the  Government  at  the  muster-out  of 
tiu'  Baiterv.  The  Records  of  tlic  War  department  are  not  at  the  service  of  every  one  who  may 
wis-li  to  wriie  hi^toric'^  of  baUeries  or  regiments.  Since  an  account  of  our  Gettysburg  re-union  is 
to  l)e  publohcd,  and  there  is  in  connection  with  the  story  much  that  requires  explanation,  I  have 
<iecided  to  adiiress  a  letter  to  you  disclo-^inic  certain  facts  which  mav  be  of  interest. 

No  battle  of  the  war  excites  more  ijeneral  interest  than  that  of  GettysburL!^.  There  are  several 
reasojis  for  such  vmu>ual  intere^t,  amon^  them  the  tact  th.it  it  is  the  onh'  'j;reat  battle  tbu^jht  on 
.Northern  soil,  strictly  ^peakini,',  tor  .Marv  husd  was  claimed  by  the  South.  Next,  the  issues  at  stake, 
from  the  tact  that  a  dcleat  at  CJetty^ltur^  laid  the  North  and  the  Ca{Mtal  of  the  Countrv  open  to  the 
enen^v,  created  a  profound  ui\d  la^titi^j  imj^ression;  and  again,  tlie  great  President,  .Vbraham  Lincoln, 
delivered  an  address  on  this  ballle-field  the  equal  of  which  is  nowhere  lound  in  literature.      It  should 
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he  printed  with  the  acv'oiint  of  your  Re-union  lest  some  may  never  have  had  the  privile'^e  of  readiu;^ 
his  eloquent  trihute  to  tiie  defenders  of  tlie  Union. 

When  the  hattle  opened  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  ls(;;5,  you  were  thirty-five  miles  away  on  the 
extreme  rii^ht  of  tb.e  army,  near  Manchester,  Maryland.  The  news  of  the  fight  and  the  death  of 
Reynolds,  Commander  of  the  First  Corps,  coupled  with  rumors  of  disaster  and  urgent  necessity  for 
our  assistance,  came  late  in  the  evenmg.  Marching  all  night,  racing  after  day  made  the  wav 
clear,  you  reached  the  battle-field  about  noon,  July  '2d.  Tlie  remainder  of  the  army,  having  been 
nearer  the  scene  of  conriict,  had  preceded  you  and  thus  in  a  large  measure  your  Corps,  the  Sixth, 
commanded  by  that  grand  soldier,  Genera!  John  Sedgwick,  was  mainly  disposed  as  the  reserve  of 
the  armv.  Its  arrival,  however,  was  m.ost  opportune,  and  the  remarkable  speed  and  endurance  pa, 
into  that  inarch  of  thirty-five  mile>  were  not  unrewarded,  for  before  the  last  of  our  men  had  arrivedt 
the  eneiTiv  had  made  a  furious  assault  on  the  Third  Corps  under  General  Sickles.  Their  object  w:is 
to  beat  him  back  and  gain  th.e  Little  Round  Top  Mountain,  before  it  could  be  occupied  by  the  Union 
forces.  But  Sickles'  men  tought  with  desperate  rourage,  holding  the  enemy  at  bay  until  now  the 
Sixth  and  Fifth  Corps  were  hurried  forward  and  seized  the  key  to  the  Union  position.  Part  of  your 
First  Division  got  in  to  Sickles'  assistance  near  the  ''  Devils  Oen,"  but  when  darkness  closed  the 
fight,  more  than  four  thousand  of  the  Third  Corps  lay  dead  or  wounded  on  the  field.  General 
Sickles  was  badly  wounded  near  the  close  of  the  action,  and  suflfered  amputation  of  his  leg. 

While  this  very  severe  fighting  was  almost  over  on  the  left,  the  Rebels  advanced  against  the 
position  held  by  the  T\velfth  Corps  on  the  right,  at  Gulp's  Hill.  Tiiey  gained  part  of  the 
entrenchments,  which  had  been  stripped  of  troops  to  go  to  Sickles,  on  our  left,  but  the  night  being 
dark  and  foggy,  the  advantage  of  their  po>>ition  was  not  seen  or  understood  and  long  before  dawn 
of  the  third  day  they  were  assaulted  by  the  Twelfth  Corps,  aided  by  part  of  the  Second  Division 
of  our  own  Sixth  Corps,  and  after  severe  fighting,  were  driven  out.  This  danger  to  the  Union 
Army  was  only  second  to  that  which  had  been  threatened  by  the  attempt  to  occupy  Round  Top 
in  advance  of  the  Union  soldiei-s,  and  in  eacli  case  the  Sixth  Corps  had  rendered  valuable  service. 
Several  Sixth  Corps  Batteries  bore  an  active  part  in  the  battle  of  July  3d,  but  its  infantry  line  was 
not  attacked,  being  indeed   impregnable. 

The  night  of  the  second  of  July  was  an  anxious  one  for  your  Captain.  You  were  placed  in 
position  cln^e  to  the  Baltimore  road,  wii  borders  to  remain  at  your  post  and  be  on  the  alert,  for 
what  no  one  knew,  but  the  air  was  full  of  ugly  rumors.  You  laid  by  your  guns  all  that  niglit 
at'ter  marching  the  whole  of  the  previous  night;  but  in  the  earliest  dawn  your  Captain  hailed  wit.h 
joy  an  order  from  the  Chief  of  Artillery  to  move  forward  and  report  to  General  John  Newton, 
Commander  of  the  Fir-t  Corps. 

The  order  dispelled  many  doubts  and  evil  rumors  that  had  found  lodgement  in  our  breasts. 
For  the  account  of  our  movement  forward  I  refer  you  lo  my  otlkial  report,  to  be  printed  after  this 
letter,  thus  avoiding  needless  repetition.  When  the  great  battle  of  the  third  day  opened  with  the 
famous  cann  ;)nade  from  Uee's  hundred  and  fifty  gun^i,  we  were  ordered  {"orward  and  assigned  a 
position  on  the  rii^ht  of  Doubleday's  Division  of  the  First  Corps.  There  you  fouglit  for  nearly 
two  hours.  While  this  cannonade  was  still  raging  an  otlicer,  riding  furiously  from  the  righr, 
dashed  through  the  Battery,  shouting  to  me  as  he  passed,  "Cease  firing,  hold  your  fire  for 
the  infantry."  A  moments  refiection  taught  me  that  the  enemy  must  be  preparing  to  charge 
our  lines,  and  as  the  smoke  cleared  away  we  were  able  to  see  the  waving  colors  of  the  enemy  among 
the  trees  a  niilc  <iistant.  Just  then  a  second  officer,  riding  like  th.e  first,  gave  mie  the  order,  •'  Report 
to  Geneivil  Webb,  on  the  right."'  1  hesitated  to  obey,  for  my  Commander  then  was  General 
Doubleday,  of  the  First  Corps,  while  Wei/o  wa<  of  the  Second  Corps  and  a  stranger  to  me.  But  on 
the  instant,  looking  in  the  direction  indicated,  I  saw  an  otficer  waving  his  hat  towards  us,  and 
instantl\'  divining  that  the  emicrgencv  atimitted  of  no  delay,  I  ordered  the  Battery  limbered  to  tiie 
right,  and  moved  up  at  a  gallop.  Some  of  you  jumped  on  the  guns,  others  followed  on  the  run, 
with  ecjuipments  readv  in  tlieir  hands.  Few  iiad  coats,  some  had  even  stripped  otf  their  shirts,  for 
the  heat  was  iiUense  and  the  labor  of  thp  cannoneers  very  severe.  We  were  in  Battery  in  a 
moment,  while  General  Webb,  vvithout  a  word,  pointed  toward  the  enemy,  just  then  seen 
advancing  \n  m  the  worlds,  a  mile  away,  into  the  t>pen  fields;  and  we  knew  our  duty.  Our  leading 
gun,  in   the   furious    ru^h,  was  carried    past   the  little  clump  of  trees,  and  came  into  place  rather  too 
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close  to  the  left  of  Ciisiiin-^'s  Batterv,  ^vhose  commander  I  then  saw,  wounded  in  the  thighs,  but 
bravelv  standln^^  to  iiis  post.     It  was   then   tliat  he  pushed  some  of  his  guns  forward   by  hand  to  a  : 

low  stone  wall  wlipre   the  infanirv  lav.      This  wall  was  almost  entii-ely  deinolished    in    front  of  our  = 

<Tuns,  and  some  rails  had  been  added    to  increase    the   protection    it  adbrded.     There  lay  the  Sixty-  i 

ninth  Pennsvlvai^.ia  Regiment  of  Webb's  Brigade,  ten  or    fifteen  yards    in    advance  of  our  position.        '    • 
On  vour  left  was  Batterv  *'  B  "   First   New  York  Artillery,  commanded   by  Rorty,  and   beyond   h+!n, 
after  an  interval,  Fitzhugh's  Battery.  i 

The    advance    and    repulse  of  the    Rebel    infantry  is    described    in    my  address,  which  will    be 
printed  with    this    letter.     On    the    retreat  of  his   shattered    columns,  Lee's   artillery. again    opened  1 

furious! V,  and  although  crippled    by  tlie  loss  of   men    and  oiticers.  part  of  your  guns,  replied   to  the  i 

batteries  in  its  front  with  such  vigor  as  is  described  in  my  official  report.     It  was  at  thi*-  time  that   I  j 

threw  aside  mv  coat  and  vest  and  served   as    a   gunner,  directing    and  aiming  the  piece.      Sergeant  t 

(at'tervvards    Captain    \'an    Etten)    served    at    anotner    gun,    with    results    c^uite    the   equal    of    our  r 

remarkable   firing  at  the   battle  of  Marye's   Heights,  famous   in  the  memory  of  the  soldiers  of  the  1 

Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps.  When  the  battle  was  concluded  my  coat  and  vest  were  missing. 
The  fine  shoulder-straps,  more  showy  than  any  I  had  ever  owned,  doubtless  attracted  the  cupidity  | 

of  some  straggler.  In  mv  shirt-sleeves  I  stood  the  down  pour  of  rain  soon  after,  and  owing  to  the 
wagons   having    been   sent    awav  lo   some  di.^tance,  I  got  no  change  of  clothing  for  a  long  time.     I  \ 

may  remark  in  passing  that  the   fine   uniform  was  donned   in  place  of  my  usual  plain  soldier's  suit  ' 

in  honor  of  certain  f;dr  ladies  of  Manchesiter.  Md.,  who  planned  a  fete  for  a  few  officers,  at  which   I  ; 

had  appeared   just  as  the  news  of  the  battle  and   the  death  of  Reynolds  called  us  huriiedly  to  horse.  ■ 

I  mourned  tlie  loss  of  the  coat  most  because  a  brave   "Johnny  Reb"  had  put  a  bullet  through   the  ^ 

side  of  it  at  the  moment  when  our    Lieutenant  Wright  caught   a  similar   messenger  in   his    breast.         "  -t  . 
The  los^  of  mv   coat   was  so   often  a  topic    of  conversation    afterwards  during   the  service  of  the 
Batterv,    and  probablv   one  oi   the    incidents  of   the    battle  uppermost  in   the  inemory    of  a   great 
manv  now  after  twerity-three  years,   I   have  given  it  a   place  in   the  story  I   am  telling  for  you  and  * 

your  children  and   my  own.  ^  I 

Victory  was  ours,  though  it  cost  us  dear,  as  the  ground  covered  with  the  slain,  bore  eloquent  j 

testitnony.      Rorty's   Battery,  on  our  left,  was  gone,  leaving  its  gallant  Captain  dead  on    the  field.  r 

Cushing'.s    Battery  nud  tour  guns  on   its  right  were    silenced  and   Gushing  killed.     Further   to  the  i 

right  was  WoodrutT's  Battery,  and  he  too  had  fallen.  Then  it  was  that  a  detail  froin  an  infantrv 
regiment,  the    Twentieth    ^La>-achu'ietts,  I    think,  was    ordered    to    report  to    me  for    dut_\'.     They  j 

stacked  their  nui--kets  on  our  ground  and  trained  with  us  until  we  were  relieved  two  davs 
later.  '  Then,  too,   General    Webb   expressed     his  annreciation  of    vour    gallant  service,  and   Havs,  l 

Hall  and  Hunt,  together  with.  Hazard,  the  Cln'ef  of  Artillery  of  the  Second  Corps,  had  united  in 
kind  e.xpressions  for  the  Sixth  Corps  Batterv.  | 

When  a  number  of   Batteries   that    had    no  opportunity  to  fire  a   shot  could    readilv  have  taken 
your   place,  it  wa-    no   small  compliment  to   have  infantry  assigned   to  fill  your  shattered   ranks  in  i 

preference  to   parting  with  you  wldie  there  was    any  danger  of  turther   fighting.  ' 

Tiie   morning   of  trie  '>ih   you  were   relieved    by  orders    to    return    to    vour  own  Corps.      Wlien  i 

parting,  Genera.   Webb  expressed    regret  that  he  could    not  keep   us    always,  and    assured  me  that  f 

honorable   n.ention   would    be    niade  of   the     Battery   in    his    report.      These   are   facts   with   which  t 

many  of  you   were   acquainted.      I     iiave    failed    to   mention    that  when    Pickett's  men  fell  back  vou  I 

gatliered   tron)   fiie  ground   several    Rebel  colors,  which  \vere  at  once  demanded   and   surrendered    to  i 

>ome    -tatr    olfieer,    wichout     my    knowledge    or    any    receipt.       Tiie    flag-^tafi'  of    the    Eighteenth  | 

\'irginia,  r;ear'\  -tripped  of  its  co!or.>  by  .some  devoted  member  of  that  regim.ent,  you  carried  to 
Warrenton.  and  there  surrendered  it  to  ladies  who  churned  some  prior  rights  to  i?s  custody.  Mv 
official  report,  to  which  I  have  re'Vrred.  is  published  herewith.  I  should  state  in  explanation  of 
it.^  i)revity  and  what,  po>-ihly,  vou  may  think  a  want  of  detail,  that  the  exposure  after  the 
violent  fatigue  of  th.e  battle,  nv.d  again  to  the  fearful  storm  all  night  of  the  fii'th  on  the 
mountain  road  while  pursuing  the  enemv,  together^  with  the  responsibility  and  cares  of  the 
succecviiug  three  weeks  active  can.paiguing,  greatly  increased  by  the  loss  of  my  able  Lieutenants, 
were  !ol!..nved  by  tever  and  prostration  on  arrival  at  our  restii;g  place  at  Warrenton  the 
latter    part    of     (idv.    and    you    know    that   at     the  outset  oi'    the   fait  campaign,   unable  to   mount 
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mv  horse  I  lead  the  Battery  in  an  ambulance.  It  was  in  this  period  of  illness  and  depression 
that  I  was  ordered  to  prepare  n\y  report  of  the  Gettysburg  campaign.  Im  the  enjoyment  of 
tny  usual  stren.:th  and  energy  no  doul't  a  far  more  comprehensive  report  would  have  been 
•prepared.  However,  such  as  it  is,  I  was  rejoiced  wlien  it  was,  with  some  other  Six:h  Corp*. 
Batterv  reports,  recently  found  among  papers  of  discontinued  commands  at  Washington.  The 
records  of  the  Sixth  Corps  relacing  to  Gettys'oLirg,  appear  to  have  been  lost,  at  least  when  I  last 
heard  from  Washingt  )n  the  only  portion  of  them  that  had  turned  up  were  the  few  reports  with 
which  my  own  was  found. 

i  The  Battle  of  Gettysburg  was  not  a  Sixth  Corps  tight,  to  any  great  extent,  for  reasons  already 

mentioned,  and  although  it  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  engagements  of  our  Batterv,  less  w^as  said 
about  it.  Colonel  John  B.  Bachelder,  the  \vell  known  author  of  the  Isometrical  Drawing  of  Gettys- 
burg Battle -field,  on  which  is  represented  the  position  of  every  reg^iment  and  batter\  that  took  nart 
in  the  battle,  visited  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  the  winter  of  iS'il:.  and  paid  a  visit  to  our  camp 
near  Brandy  Station.  \'irginia.  I  pointed  out  to  him,  on  his  sketch,  the  position  held  by  our  Battery 
with  Webb's  Brigade,  Secoiid  Corps,  and  explained  to  him  that  the  same  ground  had  been  occupied 
by  Brown's  Rhode  Island  Battery  up  to  the  tim.^  when  Longstreet's  men  were  seen  preparing  to 
make  the  assault,  wlien  being  crippled  and  exhausted,  with  one  of  the  four  guns  of  the  Batteiw 
entirely  disabled,  it  became  neces>ary  for  Brown  to  withdraw  the  three  remaining  guns.  Then 
acting  on  General  Webb's  order,  I  moved  our  Battery  into  Brown's  place  which  was  on  higher  ground 
about  a  hundred  yards  or  so  to  the  right  ol  where  we  had  been  lighting  during  the  two  hours' 
cannonade.  This  position  we  he:d  during  the  remainder  of  the  battle,  and  until  relie\ed  two  days 
later.  It  seemed  to  Colonel  Bachelder  that  under  the  circun-istances  our  battery  should  be  placed 
right  on  ':he  spot  we  had  held  through  such  a  struggle  as  the  assault  tVom  Pickett's  men,  but  as  tliis 
would  necessarily  place  Brown's  Battery  behind  ours  f  requested  him  to  put  Brown  on  the  line,  since 
he  had  been  iherc /irsf,  and  to  place  our  Battery  directlv  behind,  as  close  up  ^is  possible.  Such  is 
the  position  our  Battery  is  shown  in  on  the  Isometrical  Drawing.  When  the  War  Department 
Maps  were  published  the  Chief  of  Engineers  of  the  Army  sent  me  a  set  of  them.  There  I  tound 
our  Battery  placed  to  the  right  of  Cushing  and  slightly  in  rear,  facing  obliquely  to  the  left  as  if  tiriny 
f>ver  Cushing  toward  the  left.  I  at  once  called  General  Humphrey's  attention  to  the  error  and  'ne 
promptlv  advised  me,  in  a  courteous  note,  that  the  Batterv  would  'oe  given  its  proper  position  in  any 
subsequent  edition  of  the  maps.  . 

A  few  montiis  after  the  close  of  the  war  I  received  a  letter  t'rom  Colonel  Bachelder.  stating  that 
he  was  having  a  gj-eat  jiaintin-^^  made  of  the  Battle  of  Gettvshurij  and  if  I  would  have  my  ])hotOirrai-)r\ 
taken  in  unitbrm  he  would  represent  me,  to  the  life,  leadin^^;  mv  battery  to  Webb's  position.  He 
remembered  my  description  of  the  incident  and  recognized  the  etl'ective  u>e  that  an  artist  could  tnake 
of  it.  However,  I  had  :io  uniform  withm  five  hundred  miles,  and  besides,  was  more  concerned,  at 
the  time,  about  making  a  living  than  tor  anv  militarv  fame,  so  I  did  not  respond  to  Colonel 
B.ichelder's  kind  oifer.  The  picture  was  painte  1,  however  (Walker's  Paintiu'^).  as  I  learned  only  ?. 
few  months  ago,  and  I  now  have  an  artist's  proof  engraving  ot  it.  Our  Batterv  is  shown  movini; 
up,  and  I  a-n  represented  as  receiving  orders  t'rom  the  SecoiiJ  Corps'  Chief  of  Artillery.  However, 
as  a  matter  of  tact.  I  never  saw  tiie  Chief  of  Artillerv  of  that  Cirp-,  until  at'ter  the  battle  was  over, 
when  General  Hunt  rode   up  in  conipany  with  Hazard  :uid  introduced  me. 

Again,  several  years  after  the  ^var.  General  Hunt,  the  Chief  of  Artillerv  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
one  of  the  ablest  artillery  otlieers  of  tiie  arm\-.  into-ned  me  that  a  man  named  Rotlierme!  was 
painting  a  great  picture  of  (ietrysburg  and  I  ought  to  \isit  hi<  studio  before  the  work  was  cotiipleted. 
Well,  I  wa-  too  busy,  so  th.at  iriy  first  sight  of  Rotliermel's  painting  was  in  the  art  gallery  at  tb;C 
'•Centennial."  I  was  Mirnrix  d  to  tind  that  while  the  scene  represented  Avas  the  stru^rgle  o\er 
Cu>hing'- guns  and  our  no-,ition  and  guns  were  there,  tig  ni.:'ntion  whitever  was  male  ot  our  Bat- 
tery in  the  Descriptive  Key.  I  wrote  at  oivce  to  General  Hunt,  and  we  both  wrote  to  Rotherniel. 
wlio  p  omised  to  correct  the  description  in  the  new  "  Kev,""  and  paint  two  more  of  om"  guns  on  trie 
can\as  as  <oon  as  he  got  posvession  of  it.  The  corrected  Ke\-  was  certainly  published,  and  I  h.a\e  a 
copy  ot  it,  a>  well  as  an  artist  proof  engraviiig  of  the  pairiting.  made  before  I  saw  the  ori^^inal.  I  do 
not  know  whetiier  the  otiier  guns  were  ever  put  in  the  p.iinting.  During  all  the  year>.  that  had 
inter\  cned  I  had  never  forgorten  General  Webb's    pronise  to  mention  us  in  hi*  ctTicial  report,  and  I 
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h.'id  entire  conluJcnce  that  when  the  oilicial  reports  of  (TettvhbLir<^  ucie  pubhshed,  t)iir  Battery  would  '     1 

be  found  handsomely  spoken  of  in  the  report  of  tlie  (ioneral  who  co'nrnanded  us  that  day.  ! 

Last  suirirner  I  was  passlnij  tiirouijh  Chica'^o  and  lc-arnin<;  of  '"a  ^rand  Cvcloraiua  of  the  battle  ;     ' 

o(  Gettysburg,"  wiiich  was  on    exhibition    there    I  decided  to  go  and  see  it.     The  paint  iuiij  is  a  very  ,     j 

striking  representation   of  a   battie,   and    to   the    inexperienced  eye  is  wondert\ill_\'  realistic.      While,  j 

however,  the  topography  of  tlie  ticid,  as  I  recall  it,  seemed  excellent,  the  dispo>itirn  of  the  treops 
was   faulty;  the   position   of  the   cannoneers   at  some  of  the  guns  absurd  and  impo<^ible;   and  the  } 

uniforms  of  the  artillerv,  as  well  as  the  knapsacks  of  some  of  the  infantrv,  such  as  were  never  worn  in 
the  Union  armv  at  ai-.y  period  oC  tlie  war.     The'^e  are  but  a  few  oC  many  curious  eirors  the  French-  •     ! 

man  who  executed  trie  pa'nting  had  failcn  into.    I  listened  to  the  description  of  the  picture  atui  battle  ?    j 

recited  bv  the  man   in   charge.     From  where  we   stood  we  were  looking  almost  directly  down  upon  i 

Gushing^  guns,  rather  to  the  riglit  of  them,  and  the  position  which  our  Battery  had  held  was,  in   the  '    | 

painting,  occupied  by  a  battery  accredited  to  Captain  Rorty,  of  whom  mention  was  made  in  fitting  j    i 

terms.     As  I  found  him  dead  on  the  field  and  assisted  with  my  own  hands  in  laying  him  in  liis  grave,  |    j 

I  thought  I  ought  to  know  somettiing  about  where   his  bittery  stood.     I   asked  the  speaker  why   the  \ 

artist  had  not  painted  the  imiforms   of  the  men    correctly,  at  which    he   became  ver\-  angry.      I  then  |    ! 

thought  I  might  as  well  ask   him  whv  the  batterv  guidons  were  veilow  and  wliv  a  battcrv  Forre  was  I   | 

put  on  the  tVont  line,  and  a  tew  otiier  leading  questions,  all  of  whicli  oniv  made  him  furious,  and  he  |  i 

demanded  my  name.     I  told  him  that  I  had  commanded  the  Battery  on  Cushing's  left  and  it  was  not  f  j 

Rorty 's  but  the  First  New  York  Independent  Battery,  all  of  which  he  strongly  denied,  or  even   that  \  \ 

there  was  any  such  battery,  until  sotne  one   had   sent  out  and  got  a  roster  which  showed  that  there  7  j 

was  certainly  a  First  New  York  Battery  and   Cowan  had  commanded  it.      Well,  after  leaving  there  :  j 

I  begun  to  leel  stirred  \\v>  about  Gettysburg   and   determined  to   Hnd    out  what   accounts   had    been  \  ■ 

written  of  the  battle.     I  soon  got  General  Doubleday's  book,  one  of  the  'Scrihner  series,  and  read  it  !  | 

witri  much  interest  and  appro\a!,  imtil  I  came  to  his  description  of  the  assault  on  \V'ebb"s  Brigade.  j  ' 

Then    I   was   astonished    to    riiul    the   only   thing   attaching   us    to    the    contest   was   a   reference  to  ;  • 

''Wheklf.r's    First    New  York    Indeper.dent  Battery."     The  only  Wheeler's   Battery  I  liad  known  \ 

was    once    a   part    of   our    Corps,    but   was    broken    up    at    Harrisons    Landing    and    most    of    the  I 

men  transferred  to  us  where  they  served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  at  least  all  that  lived  to  see  the  end.  ] 

Subsequent  reading,  however,  taught    me    that    the  Thirteenth  New  York  Imieperident  Battery  i| 

belonging    to    the    Tweh'th    Corps,    was    commanded     by   Lieutenant    Wheeler,    and    that    it   was  \\ 

undoubtedly  the  tliree-inch   Killed   Battery  that  canie   in  on  our  left,  near  Rortv's  position,  to  whicli  11 

you  will   timi   a  reference  in  niy  otTicial  report.      I  deter;nined   to   find  out   if  possible  what  reference  |1 

General    Webb    n^ade    to    us    in    his  oilkial    report,  so  I   wrote    to  Gener.il    Hunt    at   Washington,  fi 

begging  him  to  '•z^o  to  the  War  Department  and   if  possible   get   access  to  Webb's    report  and    let  me  T 

know  what  there  was  in   it  concerning  our  Battery.     Th.e  General   lost  no  time   about  it,  though   it  | 

wa>  no  easy  matter  to  get  access  to  such  papers.      His  answer  co;Hirnied  the  fear  that  had   begun  to  i 

take  >hape  in  my  tnind,  for  lie  tound  th.at  General  Webb  iuad  nuuie  the  mistake  of  putting 
•*  Wiieeler's"  nan'ie  betbre  our  Bartery.  and  so  eserything  was  in  wor>e  shape  than  if  we  had  not 
been  mentioned  at  all.  After  taming  the  matter  over,  I  resolved  to  write  the  storv  of  our  part  in 
the  battle,  though  I  iiad  nothing  but  my  memory  to  rely  upon,  and  send  it  to  General  Webb,  who  I 
learned  was  President  of  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York.  Accordingly  I  wrote  the  storv  and 
sei.t  it  t<:i  Gener.d  Hunt,  together  with  a  letter  addres-ed  to  General  Weiib,  and  I  asked  General 
Hunt  to  favor  me  by  re.uling  it  over,  and  then  if  he  fcnmd  nothiing  inconsistent  with  his  own 
rt  eollectioT',-.  o\-  notes  of  tiie  battle  to  forward  it  to  General  Webb.  Our  i;ood  General  notonlv 
read  it,  ;is  rcque-ted.  b\it  carri-d  it  d«>wn  to  Coloriel  R.  X.  Scott,  the  oiVicer  in  charge  of  the  \Var 
Records  at  Wadurjgton,  wiio  ha^  rc.isor.s  for  tiiinking  that  no  man's  memoiy  can  be  relied  q>x\. 
T!u  n  Hunt  wrv)te  me  he  h;id  t'orward.ed  it  to  (^»eneral  Webb,  >aying  he  round  nothing  in  the  storv 
to  criticise,  but  that  Scott,  \ery  curiously  made  th.is  criticism,  saying  that  I  nnist  be  mistaken 
about  burving  Captain  Rorty ,  J uly  .".M,  l>i;;>,  since  the  record  showed  tiiat  he  was  mu>tered  out  ot" 
si-rvice  in  tb.e  following  Septem'oer,  tb.en  wrute  General  Hunt,  "Wliere  is  your  report  of  Gettysburg, 
or  did  you  make  one  .' "  Wei!,  it  looked  like  Colonel  Scott  wa?,  right  in  his  opinion  that  no  man's 
in..-ni..:y  ol  evtiits  twerity-iive  %  ear>  pa>t  was  worth  an_\  thing.  Sill!,  on  reflection.  I  believed  that 
?ny  narrative  wa>  substantially  and    uiinutely  true,  and  could  be  su->tained.      But  the  intimation  tliat 
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mv  otHcial  report  was  mlssini;  .startled  me.  Gea  Webb  lo>t  not  a  mo:nent  in  replying,  expres^^ing 
surprise  and  e\en  disheliet'  that  he  had  omitted  to  make  proper  mention  of  our  service,  and  as 
seeinin*^  proot"  of  liiis  he  sent  me  a  printed  copy  of  an  address  he  delivered  years  after,  at  the 
dedication  of  a  monument  to  one  of  his  regiments  on  tl^e  Gettysburg  field,  where  he  n.ad 
mentioned  cnir  I'^attery  correctly.  The  Rorty  matter  now  troubled  me  most.  I  recalled  the  fact 
that  an  old  gentleman  had  come  to  me  at  Brandy  Station,  Va.,  in  the  winter  of  l>t'<i,  to  have  me 
describe  as  well  as  I  could  where  we  had  buried  Captain  Rortv,  who  was  some  relation  of  his.  I 
f  wu'*  of  the    impression    that    he     brought    a    note    from    General    Mancock    and     I    also    had    the 

I  unpression  that  later,  in  the  spring,  I  got  a  letter  from  the  same  gentlemen,  telling  me  that  he  had, 

I  from  iny  description  of   the  place,   found  the    remains  of  Captain    Rorty.     Both    impressions    have 

I  been  fully  developed   into  realities.      However,  I  at  once  wrote  to  General  Hancock,  who  promptly 

I  replied  that    he  had  sent   my  letter  to  Colonel  Wilson,  of  his  staff",  at  Trenton,  X.J.      In  due  time 

Wilson's  answer  was  sent  to  me,  which  settled  the  ^^•hole  question,  since  Colonel  Wilson  and 
Rorty  had  shared  the  same  tent  before  the  battle.  Colonel  Wilson  stated  that  the  morning  after 
the  battle  lie  had  visited  the  place  where  Captain  Rorty  was  buried  by  Cowan's  men,  and  later  had 
secured  his  elTects,  sent  them  to  his  famih-,  and  received  their  acknowledgements. 

Captain  Rorty  had  got  his  muster-out  on  Cemetery  Ridge,  and  the  memory  of  one  man  hnd 
been  found  worth  soinething,  even  after  twenty  three  years.  Hence  the  Records  proved  to  be 
wrong,  as  Colonel  Scott  acknowledged  in  a  subsequent  letter.  You  can  imagine  that  a  matter  like 
this  cau^sid  no  little  iiiterest,  and  to  my  great  relief  my  otBcial  report  was  found.  The  letters 
of  General  Hancock,  Colonel  WiKon,  and  Colonel  Scott,  will  follow  this  letter.  General  Webb 
wrote  that  he  had  sent  my  story  to  the  Historian  of  the  Second  Corps,  and  after  fully  satisfying 
himself  that  he  had  not  properly  referred  to  us  in  his  original  report,  he  forwarded  an  amendment 
\  to  his  report  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army,  and  rou  will  find  it  printed  for  your  information. 

I  Thus  it  will   be  seen   that  General  Webb  has  done  everytninij  in  his  power  to  set  us  right. 

I  There  is  but  one  serious  drawback,  and  that  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  amended  report  of  C-eneral 

?  Webb  cannot  be  admiitted   to  the  publi>hed  records  of  the  War  Department.     I  visited  Washington 

I  and  saw  Co'onel  Scott,  the  distinguished  officer  in  charge  of  the  records,  and  have  his  authority  tor 

'  stating  that  a  proper  note  will  be  printed  at  the  foot  of  General  Webb's  report,  correcting  the  error 

I  in    the   name  of  the  Battery,  and  calling    attention   to  my  report,  which  will  be  printed  in  the  same 

volume.      In   addition   to  this,  Colonel  John    B,  Bachelder,  under  authority  of  Congress,  is  engaged 
\  in    preparing   a   splendid   history  of  the    Battle  of  Gettysburg,  and    he  will   publish  Genera!    Webb's 

amended    report   in    full,  and  also  my  report,  of  which   he  very  kindl_\-  procured    me    a  copy  ioy  the 
I  purpose  of  placing  it  under  the  monument  we  are  preparing  to  erect  at  Gettysburg. 

I  In   conclusion,  I  should  state  that   I  visited    Philadelphia  last  summer  to  see  the  '"Cyclorama  of 

\  Gettysburg"'  there,  and  Captain  Hale,  the  otlicer  in  charge,  \'^ry  promptlv  accepted  the  explaiiatio'\  I 

j  gave  him,  supported  by  documents  I  carried,  and  should  an_v  <i'(  you  visit   Philadelphia  you    wiii  thui 

I  it    interesting    to  see    the    painting,   where    your    Battery  is    accorded    its   proper    position.      [   >\va\\ 

\  endeavor    to  have   similar  attention    be-^towed  on    the    Battery    in    the   painting   of    the   same    kind 

I  exhibited  at  Boston,  \\  hen    I  go  there  this  summer  to  look  at'ter  the  monument  we  propose  to  erect 

on  the  battle-tield. 

You  will  observe  that  as  soon  as  I  became  aware  that  there  had  been  any  tVulure  to  report  the 
Battery  correctlv  I  took  acli\e  measures  to  have  the  error  corrected.  Prior  to  that  time  I  hatl  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  consitit  r  xome  com[-ilaints  that  had  been  made  by  different  comrades,  uhen 
certain  lecturers  and  writers  on  Gcttvsburg  had  referred  to  other  Batteries  without  mentionii^g  curs. 
I  had  been  reiving  on  the  oihcial  reports,  and  was  cpntc  content  to  wait  for  their  publication,  until 
I  was  convinced  that  the  reports  relied  on  so  implicity  could  not  do  us  justice. 

You  have  always,  in  war  and  in  peace,  alike,  honored  me  with  your  confidence,  and  as  long  as 
I   live  I   shall   know  no  h.iglier  ambition  than  a  desire  to  st-rve  vou.      I  reinain  Comrades, 

Faithfully  yours. 

ANDREW    COWAN. 
P.  S.     I  desire    that   a  copy  of  the  pamphlet  containing   this    letter,  together  with   my   oflicial 
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report,  etc.,  sliall  be  depositcJ  w.ith  the  foriu-r-stonc  of  the  tnoiuiment  to  be  erected  on  the  field  ot 
Ciettysburix,  at  the  famous  Co\y-L-  of  Trees,  in  c  )n''.nietnoration  of  the  services  of  tlie  First  New 
\'oik  Balterv  tliere,  and   in  niemorv  of  our  comrades  who  gave  their  lives  for  their  country. 

The  tollowing  letters  referrini,^  to  the  death  and  burial  of  Captain  R.orty, 
were  then  read  : 

Govhrnor's  Isi.axd,  New  York  City,  December  8,  ISSo. 
C(i!.ovEL  Andrkw   Cowav,   Louisville.   Kv.: 

My  Dear  Cor.oxKL — Your  favor  of  the  2tth  u'titno,  came  dul_\'  to  hand,  and  in  repiv  I  enclose 
a  true  copy  of  a  letter  just  received  from  Colonel  W.  P.  Wilson.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that 
Captain  Rorty  was  killed  as  described.      I  am  vt^ry  truly  yours, 

WIXP""D  S.   HANCOCK. 

Tren Tox,  N.  J.,  Decetnber  (J.  ISS-I. 
Maj.  Gen'l  W.  S.  Han-cock,  Governor's  Island,  New  York.: 

My  Dear  Gkxeral — I  have  your  tavor  ot  the  ."M  ins;t.  and  two  enclosures.  There  can  be  no 
question  as  to  Caj^tain  Rorty  havinir  been  killed  at  Gettysburg.  I  heard  of  his  death  on  the  night  of 
the  3d  of  July,  and  on  the  tbllowing  morning,  before  leaving  the  field,  Captain  Hobart,  Provost 
Marshal  of  the  First  Division,  Second  A.  C,  and  I  ro.le  to  where  he  had  been  buried  by  Colonel 
Cowan's  men.  If  you  remember,  Rorty  wa-^  relieved  as  ordr  ance  ctVicer  of  the  First  I>'vision  to 
take  command  of  the  battery  (•'  B,"  First  New  York).  He  shared  a  wall  tent  with  me  at  Division 
He.id  (.garters.  After  we  got  into  camp  and  again  uot  hold  of  our  baggage,  his  things  were  all 
sen:  to  me  to  tbrward  to  his  family,  which  I  diil  leceiving  a  very  nice  letter  acknowledging  their  safe 
arrival.  The  first  sergeant  of  the  battery  came  to  my  tent  with  the  desk  and  baggage  of  Captain 
Rorty  and  there  told  nie  how  cool  he  was  and  how  gallantly  he  fought  his  guns  until  he  fell,  shot,  as 
the  sergeant  supposed,  through  the  heart,  as  he  died  almost  instantly.  Colonel  Scott  must  have 
gotten  hold  of  some  other  Rorty,  or  eise  there  is  some  confusion  of  dates  in  the  returns  of  the 
battery.      Please  find  Colonel  Cowan's  letter  enclosed.  V'ery  truly  yours, 

A  true  copy.  W.  P.  WILSON. 

H.  R.  Lemly.  First  Lt  ,  Third  Art'y,  A.  D.  C 

Colonel  Robert  N.  Scott,  U.  S.  A.,  the  othcer  in  charge  of  the  war  records 
at  WaNhini;-ton.  on  being-  advised  of  the  certainty  of  Captain  Rortv's  death,  as 
described  in  Colonel  Cowan's  stor\-  of  the  part  taken  by  his  Battery  in  the 
battle,  wrote  as  tbllows  : 

My  Dear  Colon'kl:  — Your  favor  ot  the  "j>^th  inst.  is  at  hand.  L'  /.r  a //r/ that  Rorty  was 
killed  (and  you  probably  buried  him),  though  some  of  the  records  discharge  him  in  September,  ISC.3 
He  was  Captain  of  the  Fourteen'li  N.  Y.  Battery,  which  was  attached  to  Battery  B,  First  N.  Y.  Lt. 
.Art'y,  at  Gettysburg.  Lt.  Albert  S.  Siieldon  was  superseded  by  Rorty  and  the  latter  was  succeeded 
by  Lt.  Robert  E.  l^Oi^ers.  The  Rort^  ca-e  is  only  one  among  thousands  of  conundrums  that  I  have 
to  deal  with.  \'erv  truly  vour>, 

ROBERT  N.  SCOTT. 

The  members  of  th.e  Batterv  were  greatlv  entertained  bv  the  reading  of 
ihese  letters  and  now  were  to  hear,  for  the  tirst  time,  the  otFicial  report  made 
by  their  Captain  to  tlie  Chief  of  Artillery  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  at  the  conclusion 
ot  the  Gettysburg  campaign,  when  the  Battery  was  in  camp  near  Warrenton, 
\  a.  (Jne  ot  the  older  men  n(nv  remarked  that  the  captain  was  only  21  years 
old  at  Gettysbiu-g.  He  was  22  on  the  29th  of  September,  succeeding  the  battle. 
T'ne  report  begins  with  tlie  crossing  of  the  Putomac  at  Edward's  Ferry,  ^[d., 
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to  which  point  the  B;ittery  had   marched   from  the  vicinity  of  Fredericksburg. 
Va. 

CAPTAIN  cowan's   OFiaCIAL   REPORT  OF  THE  GETTYSP.L'Rc;  CAMPAlCiN. 

Warrextox,  \'a.,  August  1.').  lS<j;{. 
Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tlie  t'ollowing  report: 

On  the  li'-th  of  June  with  the  Artillery  BriL,^ade,  Sixth  Corps,  I  marched  from  Edward's  Ferry, 
Md.,  to  PIvattstown.  thence  on  the  J'.'th  to  Sam's  Creek;  on  the  .'{Oth  to  near  Manchester.  Leavjni^ 
camp  near  Mancht:->ter  at  1>  p.  m.,  July  l«;t,  and  marching  constantly,  I  arrived  near  the  battle  field 
of  Gettysburg  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  "Jnd,  having  followed  the  leading  Brigade  of  the  Third  Division. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  I  received  orders  from  you  to  report  with  \r\x  battery  to  General 
Newton,  commanding  the  First  Corps.  Guided  by  an  aid  of  that  General,  I  reached  the  front  about 
TO  o'cIoc'k.  a.  \v..  General  Xewton  being  at  the  moment  absent,  I  moved  forward  and  reported  to 
General  Doubleday,  who  decided  that  no  more  batteries  were  then  required  and  directed  me  to  park. 
near  by.  I  parked  a  short  distance  from  the  front,  and  General  Xewton  having  returned,  I  rode 
i   J  forward  and  pointed  out  my  position  which  was  less  than  a  hundred  yards  distant.     Here  I  remained 

I  till  about  noon  when  the  rebels  suddenly  opened  a  heavy  artillery  fire  on  our  lines.     The  shell  passing 

over  our  line  struck  with  much  accuracy  in  and  about  the  spot  where  I  was  parked  and  my  horses 
were  suffering,  when  I  received  orders  from  General  Xewton  to  move  up  my  battery  as  quicklv  as 
possible.  I  advanced  at  a  brisk  trot,  and  leaving  my  caissons  in  rear,  came  into  position  with  General 
Doubieday's  Division  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy's  batteries  in  my  front,  firing  slow  and  wirii 
much  accuracy.  The  enemy  had  excellent  range  of  my  position.  I  held  this  position  for  over  an 
hour,  and  then  I  received  orders  to  move  to  the  crest,  farther  to  m.y  right,  wiih  General  Webb's 
Brigade,  as  the  enemv  was  advancing.  I  moved  up  at  a  gallop  and  came  into  position,  several  other 
batteries  being  on  my  right  and  left.  The  rebel  skirmishers  had  just  commenced  firing  and  their 
second  line  was  advancing  from  the  woods.  'J"he  artiller\  lire  was  quite  accurate  and  did  much 
execution,  stiil  the  reb.-l  line  advanced  in  a  most  splendid  manner.  I  commenced  firing  Canister  at 
two  hundred  yards  and  thj  eficct  was  greater  than  I  could  have  anticipated.  My  last  charge 
(a  double  header}  literaWv  swept  the  enemv  from  my  front,  being  fired  at  less  than  twentv  yards.  The 
infantry  In  front  of  five  of  iny  pieces  and  posted  behind  a  slight  defence  of  rails  some  ten  yards 
distant,  wavered  and  bi-oke,  but  were  rallied  and  dr;iwn  otT  to  the  right  of  m_\-  battery  hy  General 
Webb  in  a  most  gallant  n^anner.  It  was  then  I  fired  my  la^-t  charge  of  canister,  many  of  the  rebels 
being  o\er  the  defv-nce^.  anJ.  within  less  than  ten  \ard-^  of  my  pieces.  Thev  broke  and  tied  in 
confusion.  .My  battery  was  the  only  remaining  one  on  this  part  of  the  hill,  thic  cannoneers  being 
driven  fnun  ten  puces  on  mv  right  and  the  b:itteries  on  m_\  left  having  retired.  The  enem\'  now 
advanced  .-e\eral  smooth  bore  batteries,  to  wiriiin  thirteen  hundred  yards,  and  opened  on  the  part  of 
the  line  whicti  I  occupied.  I  concentrated  my  fire  on  a  single  batters  and  exploded  four  of  its  limbers 
in  rapid  succession,  driving  it  from  the  field.  Another  three-ineh  battery  came  up  on  m.y  left  and 
also  opened  on  them.  At'ter  about  an  hour  there  was  but  one  section  of  the  enenn's  batteries  tiring 
and  it  soon  limbered  up:  as  it  was  retiring  at  a  gallop,  a  shell  from  my  right  piece  exploded  or.e  of 
its  limbers. 

My  men  performed  their  duty  nobly.  My  loss  was  four  privates  killed  instantly  and  one  soon 
at'ter  died  of  wounds;  five  enlisted  men  and  two  ofilcers  woimded.  As  I  have  forwarded  a  report 
of  their  names,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  mention  them  here.  I  also  lost  iburteen  horses,  and  ei^ht 
wheels  were  di>ahled. 

On  the  morning  of  the  r)th,  I  was  relieved  by  Battery  *'C"  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  and 
returned  to  camp  :  but  imn)ediately  comn:ienced  to  march  in  jnirsuit,  with  the  Sixth  Corps.  I 
placed  one  section  in  position  near  Millerstowm,  Pa.,  ^vhere  we  came  up  with  the  Rebel  rear.  On 
the  nig'it  of  the  6th  [  marched  tVom  Miller-town.  Pa.,  to  Emniitsburg,  Md.  On  the  7th  marclied 
in  the  direction  of  M  iddletown,  fiut  the  mountain  road  which  we  attempted  to  cross  being  impass- 
able, we  were  obliged  to  reverse  in  the  road  and  remain  expo^cd  to  a  drenching  rain  till  inorninsi. 
On  tlic  Sth,  crossed  the  South  Mountain  and  readied  camj>  near  Miildletown  at  4  p.  m.  On  the  '.Uh, 
leaving  Middletown  at  12  m.  mar^^heti  to  lioon^boro.  On  the  lOth,  to  Antietam  Creek,  where 
by  your  orders  I  came   into  battery  on   the  let't  of  the  road.      Remained  in  this  position  till  ^  a.  m.. 


the  1 2th,  when  I  received  orders  froin  you  to  report  to  General  Wright;  was  ordered  into  petition 
bv  him  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  turnpike  about  two  miles  from  Hagerstown.  Later  the  same 
dav  hv  your  orders,  I  took  a  position  with  the  Third  Division  near  the  right  center  of  our  Hne. 
Remained  here  till  Julv  14th,  when  I  marclied  to  Williamsport.  On  the  ir)th,  marched  to 
Boonsboro.  On  ilie  n')ih  to  near  Berlin.  Crossed  the  Potomac  at  10  a.  m  ,  July  20th,  and  marched 
out  eight  miles  on  the  Lee-hurg  turnpike  and  ramped  near  Philomont.  On  the  22d  marched  to 
Goose  Creek.  On  the  2.iJ,  to  trie  vicinity  of  Chester  Gap;  on  the  24th  to  Manasses  Gap  and  thence 
to  Orleans;  on  the  2.">i:h  marched   to  Warrenton. 

I  am  Sir,  very  re~.pectfu!ly,  your  obedient  servant, 
ANDREW  COWAN, 

Captain  First   Independent  Battery,  N.  Y .  S.  V. 

CoLONTRL  C.   II.   To.MPKixs,  Commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  Sixth  Corps. 

Samuel  E.  Wilkeson,  of  the  New  York  Tribune,  was  famous  as  a  war 
correspondent.  When  the  fighting  was  over  Jul_v  3,  1S63,  Mr.  Wilkeson  in 
passing  down  the  Hne  to  view  the  scene,  before  writing  the  description  of  the 
charge  and  its  repulse  for  his  paper,  stopped  at  Cowan's  Battery.  It  was 
standinrr  there  at'ter  the  tiirhtinij  was  all  over,  with  the  sfuns  on  the  riirht 
silenced,  their  commander  dead  :  on  its  left  where  a  battery  had  fought,  artillery 
men  lay  dead  witli  tlieir  Captain's  body  beside  them  ;  their  guns  had  retired. 
In  tVont,  the  Union  and  Rebel  dead  and  wounded  covered  the  groimd  thicklv, 
in  places  the  slain  lay  in  heaps,  mangled  and  torn  bv  the  terrific  Canister. 
Among  the  guns  lav  scores  of  dead  infantiw  soldiers,  who  had  fallen  under  the 
fire  of  the  Rebel  musketry,  in  the  confusion  that  momentarily  prevailed  as  their 
regiment  fell  back  from  its  position.  Dead  and  wounded  artillery  men  and 
dead  horses  la\'  on  the  crest,  while  Captain  Cowan  was  busy  directing  the 
removal  o(  harness,  the  replacing  of  wheels  brc^ken  bv  the  enemy's  shot,  and 
simihu^  work  that  must  be  done  to  put  the  Battery  in  condition  for  service,  even 
before  attention  could  be  given  to  the  wounded  or  the  dead.  Mr.  Wilkeson 
stopped  to  take  in  tiie  scene,  for  this  was  n<;)w  become  a  most  interesting  part  of 
the  fiekl.  lie  .^jpokc  t<,)  the  Captain,  mentioning  that  his  own  son,  Lieutenant 
Wilkt'son,  had  fallen  in  the  battle.  Captain  Cowan  then  walked  with  Mr. 
W^ilkeson  a  hundrr^d  paces  or  more  to  the  front,  that  he  might  note  the  etiect 
of  the  Canister.  Whetlier  the  Correspondent  of  the  Tribune  made  anv 
reference  to  the  Battery  in  his  description  rd'  this  dav's  battle  ^vas  never  known 
to  any  member  of  tiie  li.ittcry  until  twent\'-tb.ree  vears  after.  Tiien,  printed  in 
a  '*  IIand.-boi>k  ai  tlic  Cicttyslnu-g  Battle  Field."  written  bv  J.  Howard 
Wert,  A.  M,,  an  extract  iVom  Wilkeson's  letter  to  the  New  York  Tribune, 
w^as  found. 

It  presents  a  vivid  deseripti<m  of  th.e  fierce  artillery  tight  that  raged  tor 
two  hours  before  the  advance  of  the  Rebel  infmtrv,  and  in  referring*"  to 
tlit:  part  played  by  Cowan"s  Batterv  in  the  repulse  of  Pickett's  men,  the 
iru}>rt-s,si<»n  made  iipcm  the  writer  by  the  deatli  and  desolation  witnessed  in 
Ironi  ol    Cowan's  guns,  together    with   the  pr<ii.>e  then   beinjj;  lavished  on  the 
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Batten-  bv  both  olllcers  and  men  of  the  comiaand  to  which  it  was  for  the  time 
being  attached,  is  forcibly  illustrated.     He  wrote: 

''  From  Cowan's  Batterythe  service  of  canister  was  awful."  Wilkeson 
had  seen  the  result,  in  the  heaps  of  slain,  and  there  was  no  exa;_^y;eration 
in  stating-  that  it  was  "  awful.''  That  the  steadfastness  of  the  Battery,  under 
the  trying  circumstances  that  tested  its  discipline  and  courage  severely, 
exerted  an  important  inHuence  o\'er  the  victorious  result  of  the  struggle, 
Wilkeson  had  abundant  evidence  all  around  him  ;  but  has  attributed  more  to 
the  Batterv  than  any  Battery  ever  had  the  power  to  do.  Cowan's  Batterv 
accepts  no  praise  that   goes   beyond  its  deserving. 

FROM    WERT's    hand-book    OF    G  ETT  YSP.L'RG. 

Samuel  Wilkeson,  the  great  war  correspondent,  who  had  lost  a  >on  in  this  great  hattle,  gives  a 
most  vivid  description  of  the  terrors  of  this  artillery  fire  from  thi.->  pfjint,  from  which  we  make  the 
following  extracts  : 

*' A  silence  of  deep  sleep  had  fallen  upon  the  field  of  battle.  Our  army  cooked,  ate  and 
slumbered.  In  the  shadow  of  the  tiny  farm  house,  which  General  Meade  had  made  his  head- 
quarters, lay  wearied  stafi  otHcers.  There  was  not  wanting  to  the  peacefulne-s  of  the  scene  the 
singing  of  a  bird,  which  iiad  a  nest  in  the  peach  tree  within  t!ie  tiny  yard  of  the  wliite- washed 
cottage.  In  the  midst  of  its  warbling  a  shell  screamed  over  ihe  top  of  the  house,  instantlv  followed 
by  anotlier  ;  and  in  a  moment  the  air  was  full  of  the  most  complete  artillery  prelutie  to  an  intantry 
battle  that  was  ever  exhibited.  It  made  a  very  hell  of  fire  that  ama/ed  the  oldest  officers.  The 
shells  burst  in  the  yard,  burst  next  the  fences  on  both  sides,  garnished,  as  usual,  with  hitched  horses 
ol  aids  and  orderlies.  The  fastened  animals  reared  and  plunged  with  terror.  Then  one  fell,  then 
another,  till  sixteen  lay  dead  and  mangled  before  the  fire  ceased  ;  still  fastened  bv  their  halters. 
which  gave  the  expression  of  their  being  wickedly  tied  up  to  die  paint*uliy.  These  brute  victims  of  a 
cruel  war  touched  all   hearts. 

"Through  the  midst  of  a  shower  of  screaming  and  exploding  shells  an  ambulance,  driven  b\-  its 
frenzied  conductor  at  full  speed,  presented  to  all  of  us  the  marvelous  spectacle  of  a  horse  going 
rapidly  on  three  legs.  A  hinder  one  had  been  shot  ofi"  at  the  hock.  A  shell  tore  up  the  btep  of  trie 
cottage  and  ripped  bags  of  oats  as  if  with  a  knife.  Another  soon  carried  otY  one  of  the  pillars. 
Soon  a  splierical  case  burst  opposite  the  open  door.  Another  ripped  tiirough  the  low  garret.  The 
remaining  pillar  went  almost  immediately  to  the  howl  of  a  fixed  shot  that  Whitworth  must  have 
made.  Soldiers  in  Federal  blue  were  torn  to  pieces  in  the  road,  and  died  w".th  the  peculiar  veils 
that  blend  the  extorted  cry  of  pain  with  horror  and  despair,  not  an  orderly,  not  an  ambulance,  not 
a  straggler  was  to  be  seen  upon  the  plain  swept  by  this  tempest  of  orchc-tral  death,  thirty  minutes 
after  it  commenced. 

"  Forty  minutes  coimted  on  watches  that  ran,  oh  !  so  languidly.  Shells  through  the  two  lower 
rooms.  A  shell,  into  the  chimney,  that  daringly  did  not  explo  le.  Shells  in  the  yard.  The  air 
thicker  and  fuller  and  more  deafening  with  the  howl  of  these  infernal  missiles.  Seth  Williams, 
loved  and  respected  through  the  whole  armv*.  separated  from  death  by  two  inches  of  space  vertically 
measured.  Aid  after  Aid  wounded  And  the  time  measured  by  sluggish  watches  was  two  hours 
and  forty  minutes.     Then  there  was  a  lull  and  we  knew  the  rebel   Infantry  were  charging." 

wilkeson's  description  of  the  charge. 

On  came  the  enemy  with  war  cries  and  a  savage  insolence  as  yet  untutored  by  defeat.  They 
rushed  in  perfect  order  across  the  open  field,  up  to  the  very  muzzles  of  the  guns,  which  tore  lane>; 
through  ttiem  as  thev  came.  But  they  met  those  who  were  their  equals  in  spirit  and  tliere 
superior  in  tenacity.  Tliere  never  was  better  fighting  since  Thermopyl.e  than  was  done  in-  our 
infaritrv  aiui    artillcrv.     The    Rebels  were  over  our   defences,     Tliev  had  cleared    cannoneers    and 
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horses    from    oiie   of   the   guns   luid  were  rvhir'in;^  it  around    to  use  it  upon  us.     The  bavonet  drove 
them  back.      From  Cowan's   liattery  the  service  of  grape    and  cani>ter  was   awful.      It  enabled  our  1 

line,  outnumbered   two  to  one,  first    to  beat  back   Longstreet,  and    then    charge  upon   him  and   take 
a  great   nuniber  of  his  men  prisoners. 

"  Strange  sigiit  !     So  terrible  was  our  musketry  and  artillery  fire  that  when  Armistead's  brigade 
was  checked  in    its   charge  and  stood  reeling,  all  of  iis  men  dropped  their  muskets  and  crawled  on  f 

thtMr  hands  and  knees  underneath  the  stream  of  shot,  till  close  to  our  troops,  when  they  made  wigns 
of  surrendering.     They  passed  through  our  ranks   scarcely  noticed,    and    to   the    rear.     When  the  ; 

charge  had   failed  the  rebels  opened  anew  their  storm  of  shot   and    shell.     Those  who  reiTiained    at  1 

the  riddled  headquarters  will  never  forget  the  crouching  and  running  and  dodging  of  those  butternut-  j 

colored  captives  when   they  got  under  this,  ttieir   friend's   fire.      It  was   appalling  even   to  such  good  \ 

soldiers  as   tliey  were."  • 

This    record   of  the  Gettysburg  re-union   is  being   made    largely  for  the 
gratitication  of  members  of  the  Battery  who  were  unable  to  be  in   attendance, 
although  it  will  possess  no  less  interest,  at  least,  for  every  one  who  took  part  in 
the  proceedings  which  they  now  find  reported  in  these  pages.  i 

It  will  be  readily  understood  that  the  evening  was  fast  passing  away  while  1 

nothing  had   been   said  as   yet   about  the   monl'ment,  to  prepare   for   erecting  . 

which   the    re-union    was    designed.     There    were    letters    trom    a    number  of 
absent  comrades,  and  when   these   had  been    read,  an  invitation  was   sent   to  ; 

Mr.  \V.  B.  \^an   Amringe,   of    the    Smith   Granite    Company,   to   exhibit    the  ! 

proposed  design  for  the  monument.  j 

Mr.  Van  Amringe  had  been  engaged   for  sometime  in  working  up   certain  I 

ideas  which  had    been  suggested   in  connection  with  a  suitable  desijin  for  the  ■ 

monument,  and   he   now   presented  the   meeting,  with  the  results  of  his   labor,  ! 

in  two  sketches  ;  one  representing  the  monument  complete,  and   the  other  the  | 

design  of  the  bronze  panel,  which  is  to  be  placed  on  the  granite.     This  panel  | 

reiiresents    one  of   the    iruns  of   tlie    I>atterv  at    the   moment  of  loadino;  with  1 

"  dt)ub1e  canister.'' 

The  Rebels  had  already  forced    back  part  of  the  Union    infantry,  posted 

before  tiie  guns,  and  had  crossed  the  defences  on!}-  twenty  yards  in  their  front.  > 

As  thev  came  forward,  confident  of  victory,  their  otlicers  shouting  '*  Take  the  , 

guns!"  Cowan's    men  were   busily  loading   to  give   them    the    last  canister  in  ! 

the    gun    chests.       At  McKenzie's    gun,    young    Mcllroy    turned    toward    his  i 

Captain,   close    at  hand,  saying,   "This  is  our  last  round  Captain."   and  as  he  \ 

tlirust   it  into   the  muzzle   lie   fell  dead,  pierced  through  the  face  with   several  | 

balls.    Gates  rammed  home  the  charge,  and  springing  back  to  his  place  outside  • 

the  wheel,  fell   shot  through    both   legs,    while    George  Bassenden — killed  in  l 

a  later   battle — instimtlv   seized     the   rammer    from  Gates    to    serve   the    ^^un. 

Little    McKunzie,  the  Gunner,    undismayed    by  the   enemy  approaching    fast, 

I  busily  ran  down  the  muzzle  of  his  ^un  to  give  them    its   two  hundred   and  fifty 

I  lead   and    iron    missiles  full    in     their    stomachs,   while    Wm.    A.   Sears,    with 

I  friction  primer  inserted  and  lanvard   in    hand,    stood   waitinir   for  the    ^nmner's 

{  order  to   tire.     McKenzic    threvv   up    his    hands    as   the    signal,   when   he   fell 

across  the  trail  of  his  gun  wounded.      The  horses  of  the   lead    team  were  both 


25 

down,  also  the  near  horse  of  the  svvinj^  team,  but  mounted  in  his  saddle  as 
dri\'er  ot'  the  wheelers,  both  unhiu't.  Mike  Smith  was  now  seen  standin;:^ 
erect  in  his  stirrups,  perfectly  carried  awav  with  excitement.  As  this  gun  and 
its  tive  companions,  emptied  tlieir  charges  into  the  Rebel  line  it  was  liierallv 
swept  from  before  tliem.  This  is  the  incident  which  it  is  proposed  to  perpetuate 
by  the  bronze  panel  on  the  face  of  the  monument,  bearing  underneath  it  the 
inscription:  *' double  canister  at  tkx  yards.'' 

The  monument,  aside  trom  the  Bronze  Panel,  will  be  carved  out  of  Westerly 
Rhode  Island  Granite. 

Its  cost  complete,  ready  to  be  turned  over  to  the  representatives  of  the 
Battery,  on  the  tield  July  3d,  18S7,  and  bv  them  to  be  placed  in  the  care  of 
the    Gettysburg  Memorial  Association,  will  be  Fourteen  Hundred  Dollars. 

There  are  many  much  more  costly  monuments  already  on  the  battle  lield, 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  will  excel  in  interest  that  which  is  to  be  erected 
by  the  First  New  York  Batterv. 

After  ]Mr.  Van  Amringe  retired,  the  drift  of  the  remarks  left  no  doubt  of  the 
successtul  completion  of  the  work.  One  said  "we  ouj^ht  to  ^o  ahead  without 
delay  to  raise  the  money."  Another  said  "we  are  bound  to  have  the  monument 
at  any  sacrihce,"  others  said  -it  is  a  work  we  can  all  take  pride  in,"  until  it 
was  evident  that  there  was  but  one  sentiment  in  the  hearts  of  everv  member  of 
the  Battery  present. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  prepared  and  adopted  with  the 
greatest  enthusiasm  : 

J\esoh't'd,  That  we,  the  survivin^j  members  of  the  first  New  York  Independent  Bat'ery, 
assembled  at  Gettysburg;,  Pa.,  on  ihis  'Joi  anniversary  of  the  battle,  express  our  determination 
to  erect,  on  Cem-tery  Ridij^e,  at  tlie  "I[i;^h  Water  Mark."  of  the  RebelHo'.i.  an  appropriate 
monument,  in  commetnoration  of  the  services  o(  the  battery  on  this  great  battle  field,  and  to  the 
memory  of  more  than  fifty  of  our  comrades,  who  on  this  and  other  fields  gave  their  lives  for  their 
country. 

ResolvcJ.  That  we  pied.(e  our  hearty  support  for  this  noble  work,  and  confidently  relv  on  all 
survivors  of  the  battery,  t>''gether  with  the  citizens  of  Cayuga  county,  who  have  not  forgotten  the 
splendid  deeds  of  her  sons  on  thirty  battle  fields,  for  generous  assistance. 

The  next  business  in  order  was  the  a;\)  nntment  of  a  committee  to  raise 
the  necessary  money,  and  on  motion  the  lollowing  comrades  were  appoinicd 
as  the  tlnance  committee:  Wm.  E;  Webster,  \Vm.  Sears,  Chas.  H.  Shaploy. 
P.  P.  Tharp,  James  Stewart,  Lucius  Good}ear  and  Fred.  Monk. 

A  subscription  list  was  immediately  opened.  The  following  is  the  form  of 
subscription  : 

"For  the  piu'pose  of  erecting  a  monument  on  the  tield  of  Gettysburg,  in 
commemoration  of  the  great  services  of  the  First  New  York  Independent 
Battery  on  that  battle  tield,  and  as  a  memorial  to  more  than  fifty  soldiers  of  tlie 
Battery,  who  gave  their  lives  for  their  countr\   and  the  great  cause  of  Freedom, 
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on    this   and    other    holds,  we   hereby  subscribe  the  amount  set  opposite    our 
respective  names/' 

The  members  of  the  Battery  present  at  once  subscribed  790.00  to  which 
t!ie  subscription  of  Lieut.  W.  P.  Wright  was  soon  added,  making  about  900.00 
pledged  for  the  monument  by  tliese  old  soldiers.  What  will  Cayuga  do? 
There  remains  but  500.00  to  be  raised.  Who  wants  the  privilege  of  sharing  in 
contributing  this  small  sum,  for  the  honor  and  glory  of  Cayuga  County,  as  much 
or  more  than  for  an\'  individual  member  of  this  Cayuga  County  Battery. 

THE  FIRST  NEW  YORK  INDEPENDENT  BATTERY  with  a  record  that  stards 
among  the  first  in  the  annals  of  the  war,  boasts  that  it  hails  from  old  Cayuga. 
May  not  its  survivors,  among  the  first  to  volunteer  for  the  war,  without 
bounty  or  other  motive  than  simph'  patriotism,  cherish  the  belief  that  their 
ser\'ices  are  not  forgotten,  and  that  in  this  eflbrt  to  erect  a  monument  on  the 
greatest  battle  field  of  the  war — there  to  stand  in  commemoration  of  their 
devotion  to  duty,  and  in  memory  of  their  comrades,  who  on  this  and  other  battle 
fields  gave  their  lives  for  their  countrv — the  loyal  and  true  men  and  women  of 
Cai'uga  will  afibrd  them  every  encouragement. 

The  monument  proposed  tor  the  Battery  will  reflect  honor  on  Cayuga,  and 
express,  in  fitting  manner,  the  sense  of  obligation  felt  by  her  people  for  the 
blessings  of  peace  and  a  united  country. 

Her  sons  hesitated  not  to  lay  down  their  lives,  or  freely  shed  their  blood,  in 
the  loner  vears  of  war  waited  to  maintain  a  secure  and  peaceful  irovernment. 

Should  it  not  be  a  pri\  ilege  then  to  assist  the  survivor.^  of  the  Battery  in  their 
noble  undertaking,  to  which  they  contribute  so  largely  of  their  own  limited 
means. 

I'he  small  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  wanted  to  complete  the  subscription 
will  be  made  up  ;  of  that,  there  can  not  be  a  d»)ul)t,  tor  the  writer  of  this  report 
believes  that  there  are  ten  men,  in  Auburn  alone,  wlio  would  send  the  Treasurer 
thtjir  subscriptions  ot  tiftv  dollars  each,  tlid  ihey  but  understand  the  merit  of 
the  plan  which  Cowans  liatterv  has  undertaken  U)  carry  through. 

Mr.  Horace  T.  Cook,  of  Auburn,  X.  Y.  was  unanimouslv  elected 
Treasurer  of  the  Monumental  FuulI.  He  will  rect-ive  and  receipt  for  all  monev 
subscribed,  and  pa\-  it  out  on  the  order  of  the  Finance  Committee  when  the 
Monument  is  complete  and  accepted  bv  the  re]">resentatives  of  the  Batterv. 
Suitable  acknowledgement  of  all  subscriptions  will  be  made  at  the  dedication 
of  the  Munuu^ent.  through  tlie  press,  and,  on  ilie  record  of  the  Battery,  a  full 
ll>t  ot'  the  luimes  of  siibscri!>vrs  will  be  engrii\-ed  and  de[)osited  in  the  corner 
stone  o[  tlio"  Monument,  together  with  a  co[>y  of  this  pamphlet  and  other 
objects  of  interest  to  be  selecti/d  hereafter. 

The  meeting  now  adjourned.  Expressions  of  satisfaction  were  heard  on 
all  sides,  as  the  old  soldiers  lingered  for  a  chat  before  retiring  to  rest.  So  ended 
this  eventful  day,  second  only  in  interest  to  the  day  of  the  battle  twenty  three 
\'ears  diso. 


I  Gettvsdur*-;,  ScxuAY  Morning,  July  4,  iSS6. 

n  Yesterday,  the  stir  and  excitement  in  the  streets  of  this  old  town  were 

jj  remarkable.     Regimental,  Battery,  Division,  and  Corps  organizations,  and  the 

I  i  G.  A.  R.  Societies,  paraded.    Military  Bands,  and  splendid  Drum  Corps,  pkued 

before  the  different  hotels  and  head  quarters,  or  marched  from  one  point 
of  interest  to  another.  For  three  davs  and  nights  the  enthusiasm  of  man\' 
thousand  old  soldiers  had  been  raised  to  the  highest  pitch  ;  on  every  hand  were 
smiling  faces,  good  humor,  and  outstretched  arms  to  welcome  every  man  w  ho 
w^ore  on  his  breast  the  badge  of  any  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Friends  who  had  not  met  since  the  war,  came  together  now.  x\s  (jld  soldiers' 
love  to  hght  their  battles  over  again,  the  number  of  battles  fought  in  these  three 
days  of  re-union  must  have  been  something  wonderful.  But  on  this  Fourth  of 
July  morning,  though  the  sun  shone  as  bright  as  the  day  before,  the  stillness 
of  the  Sabbath  rested  on  the  town.  The  soldiers,  gathered  in  knots  and  groups, 
chatted  quieth'  wdiile  the  moments  sped  pleasantly  away.  The  Batterv 
boys  were  early  on  the  move,  indeed  several  left  the  h(^tel,  to  visit  some  places 
passed  bv  \'esterda\',  before  tlie  programme  for  the  day  was  announced.  It 
was  resolved  to  go  in  a  body,  to  the  National  Cemetery,  and  hold  a  short 
service  on  the  spot  where  their  comrades  are  buried.  The  Colonel  undertook 
to  fmd  Rev.  Mr.  Dixon  and  make  known  the  wishes  of  the  Batterv.  l\fr. 
Dixon,  however,  was  no  where  to  be  found  ;  quite  early,  he  had  set  out  v,  ith  a 
soldier  of  his  father's  regiment  to  visit  the  place  where  that  regiment  had  held 
the  enemy  in  check  at  the  crisis  of  the  tirst  davs  lighting.  Tliei'e,  a  nuinbt'r 
of  the  regiment,  among  them  this  young  minister's  father,  were  taken 
prisoners.  Tliis  part  of  the  programme  was  therefore  abandoned,  but  the 
party  set  out  Un  the  cemeterv  where  religious  services  were  conducted  In*  a 
t.irand  Arm\'  Chaplain. 

The  Cemetery  is  a  beautiful  spot,  bearing  every  evidence  ot  skillful  and 
devoted  attention.  Sergeant  Nicholas  G.  Wilson,  is  the  superinlendrnt 
of  the  grounds,  and  he  is  e\'idently  the  right  man  for  the  place.  There  are  no 
mounds  to  mark  the  graves,  but  at  the  head  n{  each  row,  there  is  a 
bordering  of  dressed  stone,  on  the  upper  face  of  w^hich  is  cut  the  name,  and 
the  regiment,  or  the  batter\-,  to  which  the  soldier  buried  opposite  the  inscription 
belonged.  Separate  stones  mark  the  gra\-es  of  several  hundred  **  L'nknoun." 
It  was  understood  that  comrades  liillings  and  Mcllrov  had  been  carried 
houie  and  buried  by  their  relatives,  but  the  graves  (U' Grev.  B'.^to  and  llitclicock 
were  found  correctly  marked.  When  the  liattery  buried  its  dead,  near  the 
Co{>se  ot  Trees,  precautiiHi  was  taken  to  mark  each  grave  with  such  care  that 
the  bodies  might  he  recovered  bv  their  relatixes  if  it  was  practicabk*  to  carr\'  , 
them  home.  Captain  Rorty  was  buried  beside  the  others  and  his  gra\-e  marked. 
The  B»ittery  also  buried  there  a  gallant  ConlVderate  major,  who  fell  dead  with 
his  hcuul  oul:5tretched  to  seize  one  of  its  guns.     I'he  canister  shot  had  torn   his 
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bodv,  but  left  his  face  uninjui^ed.  Colonel  Cowan  has  tliis  olFicer's  sword  in  his 
!  possesion  still.  His  iirave  was  marked,  in  honor  of  a  brave  soldier,  althouL{h 
1       liis  name  was  never  known. 

\  The  view  from   the  cemetery  is  one  of  exquisite  beauty.     This   Cumber- 

i       land   Vallev,    in    the    midst    of    which   the    little    village    of   Gettysburg   lies. 

is    a  perfect  garden,   and  the  landscape  is  beautiful.     The  wheat  fields  were 

\.      now,    all    golden    and    ready    tor    the    reaper,     while    the    grass     and    trees, 

\      flourishing    at'ter    tVequent   showers,    looked   everywhere    fresh    and   charming 

i      to  the  eye.     In  the  Cemeterv  there  are  a\'enues  of  splendid  trees,  aflbrding 

':      delightful  shade.     Here  the  soldiers  lingered  lovingh',   for  to  them  the  spot  is 

i      hallowed  ground.      It  was  a  matter  of  general  regret  that  the     entire     partv 

k     should  not  have  been  together  here,  and  none  regretted  it  more  than  the  seven 

:      or  eight  who  had  become  separated,  through  their  early  departure  from*the  hotel. 

■;.      A    photographer    requested    the    privilege    of  taking  a   picture  of  the  group, 

•      while  standiiig  at  the  graves  of  their  comrades.     This  was  done,  and   another 

;      picture  was  then  taken  showing  the  same  party  grouped  about  a  Rodman  Gun, 

[     similar  to   the  guns  of  the   Battery,  while  Colonel    Cowan  was  presumed   to 

=     be  relating  some  one  of  the  many  incidents  at  the  battle,  for  which  the  bovs 

;     evinced  a  never  satished   desire.     Copies  of  the  picture   were   ordered  bv  all 

present,  and  the  Colonel  gave  orders  for  a  dozen  or  more  to  be  mailed  to  relatives 

I     of  fallen  comrades.     Such  pictures  have  a  value,  hard  tor  those  to  realize  who 

[     had  no  part  in  the  battles  of  the  war. 

I  After   dinner,  as   had  been   previously  arranged,  Colonel  Cowman   accom- 

■     panied  Colonel  John  B.  Bachelder,  '•  Superintendent  of  Tablets  and  Legends," 

in  the  Battle  Field  ^Memorial  Association,  out  to  the  Copse  of  Trees,  to  mark 

the    exact    positions    held    by    the  First    New    York    Battery  Julv    3,    1S6;;. 

]>olh    positions  were   lixed  to    the  entire   satisfaction    of  Colonel    Cowan  and 

Colonel    Bachelder,   who,    doubtless,  !:nows   this   battle   tield  better  than  anv 

living  man,  since   he   has  sketched   it,  mapped  it,  visited   it  in   companv  with 

numbers  of  prominent  otlicers  of  the  armv,  and  has  spent  his   life  since  the  war 

^    in   gathering,  from  ever^'  source,  the  data  and  incidents  with  which  the  tutia*e 

\    historian    may  be  able   to  write   the    true   account  of   the  battle.     To   Colonel 

Bachelder   this  great  w(u-k  is  entrusted,  and  it   is  earnesth'  desired  that  his  life 

may  be  spared  to  see  it  completed. 

The  boys  had  determined  to  visit  the  field  where  the  Battery  liad  waited 
f  )r  tlie  orders  of  General  Newton  :  until  the  opening  of  the  Rebel  Artillerv  on 
our  lines,  v/hea  the  expected  orders  arrived.  The  place  was  satisfactorih- 
located,  and  tlie  whole  afternc»on  was  activelv  sjient  in  going  from  one  point 
of  interest  to  another.  The  httle  house  behind  the  line  of  battle,  where  our 
wounded  were  bfu-nr  for  surgical  attenti<m,  was  found,  looking  as  if  tlie 
woimdfd  and  dying  had  never  tilled  its  little  rooms,  and  overflowed  into  its 
}'ar(.i,  nut  through  the  garden,  and  into  the  lields  bevtMul  :  t'ov  there  were  more 
>.ui]t.'rcrs  than  could  be  hud  within  man\'  vards  oi  its  doors.      General  ?^Ieade's 
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head-quarter.s  has  a  new  front,  but  the  ukl  part  of  the  house,  much  as  it  was 
t\vent\'-tln-ee  x'ears  ago,  still  stands.  A  small  part\^  ex{')l(jred  the  gnnmdbeliind 
Little  R<;und  Top,  until  the  road  was  found  leading  back  to  the  Baltimore 
tiu'npike,  u|")  which  tlie  ]jatter\'  had  marched  from  Manch.ester  thirty-h\-e  miles 
away,  while  the  booming  of  cannon,  far  in  advivnce,  announced  that  their 
services  were  needed.  It  was  a  splendid  achievement,  that  march  up  to 
Gettysburg. 

At'ter  supper,  word  was  sent  to  Colonel  Cowan  that  some  of  the  men  tek 
compelled  to  take  tliat  evening's  train  tor  home,  and  they  would  kke  to  see  kim 
tor  a  kttle  wliile  to  sav  good  bye.  They  w^'re  in\'ited  to  come  to  his  room, 
where,  sotm,  all   the  Company  had  assembled. 

It  was  sucli  a  leave-taking  as  iills  the  heart,  with  emotion  too  deep 
tor  utterance.  The  men  gave  tlieir  '"Captain,"  as  they  love  to  caU  him.  tlieir 
hands,  with  a  pressure  that  told  more  than  they  couki  speak,  and  tkere  was  not 
one  who  did  not  know  how^  tullv  their  affection  is  reciprocated.  There  were 
tears  in  eves  n«>t  used  to  show^  emotion,  and  at  parting,  the  wish  was  uppermost, 
that  all  might  be  spared  to  meet  at  the  dedication  of  the  monument,  one  year 
hence.  On  ?vIonda\-  morning  tiie  remainder  of  the  Battery  set  out  for  home. 
At  Ilarrisburg,  good-b\'e  was  said  to  Colonel  Cowan,  who  left  them  there  to 
return  to  his  home  at  Louisville,  Ky.  Soon  the  train  was  bearing  them  away 
to  Watkins,  where  the  night  was  spent,  and  on  Tuesday,  July  6th,  all  had 
safely  returned  to  old  Cayuga  County,  teeling  that  the  trip  had  been  one  ot  the 
great  e^■ents  of  tlieir  li\'es. 

The  soldier,  who  has  endeavored,  in  these  pages,  to  present  a  faitht'ul 
record  ot  this  memorable  re-union,  after  the  manner  whereof  his  comrades 
gave  hini  charge,  as  he  concludes  his  task,  mutters  to  himself  the  rhvme  : 


"Soldier,  rest  I   ihv  warfare  o'er. 
Dream  of  fifihtin^i-liekis  no  more. 


P'Or^ 


A    SKETCkl    OP 


From  its  ort^anization  in  ISC.I  to  the  close  of  the  war,  to^etlier  witli  an  account  of  the  atteiiu't, 
made  by  James  H.  LtiDLit:,  to  capture  the  Batiery  for  the  Third  New  York  Heavy  Artillery. 


KrceiiKin  \s  hoin  the  truth  uuikes  free."' 


\ 


IIE  FIRST  NEW  YORK  ILVTTERY,  better  known  to  the  Army  of  the  ? 

Potomac  as  Cowan's  Battery,  was  recruited  at  Auburn,  Cayui^a  County,  i 

New  York,  under  authority  obtained  from  the  War  Department,  in  September,  ; 

i86i.    The  tirst  company  of  \'ohmteers,  ollered  to  the  Goyernor  of  New  York,  j 

from  Cayuga  County,  had  been  enrolled  as  artillery.     The  General  Goyernment  . 

refused  to  accept  troops  for  this   arm   o\    the   service,    the   belief   being   almost  | 

universal  then  that  the  w'ar  would  last  but  a  few  months,  in  which  time  \-olunLeer  \ 

artillery  could  not  be  made   etllcient.      Enrolled   with  this   hrst  company  were  j 

;T.  J.  Kennedy,  of  Auburn,  a  militia  artillery  otHcer,   and   Andrew  Cowan,    a  j 

Istripling,  just  home  from  Madison  Univt-rsity  on  vacation.     The  hrst  enrollment  j 

papers  were  destroN'ed,  and  again  the  company  enlisted  as  a  "Riile  Company"  ' 

to  serve  tor  three  months,  under  the  call  of  the  President  for  75,000  yolunteers.  ! 

This  compan\'  w  is  ordered    to   rendezvous   at   Elmira,    N.    Y.,    and    there    the  j 

Nineteenih  New  York  Int'antrv  was  oriranized.     At'ter  a  i^reat  deal  oi  political  \   1 

shutrling  its  Field   OlHcers,  Col.  John  S.  Clark,  Lieut.   Col.  Clarence  Seward,  |  j 

and  Maj'jr  J:inies  II.  Ledlie,  were  named.     Tlu-  company  to  which   Kennedy  i  ; 

and  Cow:in  belono'e*.!    became    "Ccmipany  B"    of    this    Rei^inient,    the    tormer  ■  \  \ 

being  its  Captain  anti  the  latter  its  First  Sergeant,  a  position  he  accepted   tVom  I  ! 

clioice.      Besides  the  Captain  there  were  twi)  more  commissioned  olllcers,  \'iz  :  -  j 

■    .  .     .  .         .  ^  1  I 

sLieut.  John  Poison  and  Ensign  (2nd  Lieut.)  Henry  Day.     The  men  were  soon  i 

Uitted  out  with  the  gre\-  shoddy  uniforms  supplied  to  the  tirst  New  York   troops  j 

[that  went  to  the  war  :   a  wretclied   uniform    it  was,    as    all    the   old   men  of  the  | 

iNineteenth  can  bear  witness.     The  "rirles"  furnished,  were  old  nishioned  smooth  j 

bore  muskets.     Tin^re  was  some  delav  about  mustering  the  Regiment,  but  on 

May  2^:;rd,  1861,  a  Captain  of  the  Regidar   Army   mustered   the    men   inti>  the 

ser\!ce  oi  the  I  nited  States  to  serve  lor  three  months  unless  sooner  discharged. 

As  more  tlian  a  month  had  already   passed  since   a   majoritx'   of   the   men    had 

^igred  the  three  months  enli.^tment  papers,  there  were  some  expressions  of  dis- 

?ali>taction.  which  however  met  with  very  general  condemnation  :  still  one  man 

retu.^fd  to  be  nurstered  and  was  thereupon  drummed  out   of  camp   to    the   tune 

L>t   the  rngue's  march.      It  is   ncjt   the   purpose   of   this   narrative   to   follow    the 
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fortunes  of  tlie  XineLCcnth  New  York,  Lilthouc^h  the  writer  carried  a  musket 
in  its  ranks,  and  shared  its  sad  fate  on  August  23rd,  1S61.  Brief  alhision 
must  be  made  to  this  episode.  Ilavin^^  been  mustered  into  tlu:?  I'nited 
StatL'S  service  for  thrre  months  M:iy  -3rd,  the  timo  oftlie  Rea;iment,  naturally, 
expired  Auj^nist  23rd.  x\t  9  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  dav  that  the  Regi- 
ment sliould  have  started  tor  liome,  it  \vas  called  out  for  dress  parade.  The  five 
companies  torming  its  right  wing,  were  countermarched  until  facing  the  left 
wing,  at  an  interval  of  about  twenty  }-ards.  At  this  time  a  Batter\'  of  ArtiHer\% 
in  rear  of  the  fu'st  five  companies,  but  in  full  view^  of ''Company  B,"  unlimbered 
its  guns,  and  the  cannoneers  took  their  posts  for  action.  Two  squadrons  of 
Thomas'  United  States  Dragoons  moved  to  a  position  on  either  flank  of  the 
Regiment.  In  rear  of  the  camp,  a  three  years'  regiment,  which  had  joined  the 
Armv  a  few^  davs  before,  was  paraded  in  line  of  battle.  These  preparations 
satisfied  the  men  that  something  extraordinary  was  to  take  place.  When  all 
was  readv  the  Major  of  the  Nineteenth,  James  H.  Ledlie,  Colonel  Clark  being 
under  arrest  on  some  charge  or  other,  imd  Lieut.  Col.  Seward  being-  absent  at 
Washington,  read  an  order  from  the  Go\'ernor  of  New  York,  transferring  the 
Nineteenth  Regiment  to  the  service  of  the  U.  vS.  for  the  remainder  of  its  term 
in  the  State  service.  It  was  a  monstrous  usurpation  of  power,  and  to  this  da\' 
men  of  that  unfortunate  regiment  are  unable  to  understand  Ikjw  such  follv  could 
have  been  concei\"ed,  as  the  torcible  detenti(.)n  of  a  regiment  vi  volunteers 
be\'ond  tlie  term  for  which  thev  had  been  regularh'  mustered. 

The  term  of  service  for  the  New  York  Militia,  was  said  to  be  two  vears.  and 
some  of  the  volunteer  companies,  enrolled  under  the  call  of  President  Lincoln 
for  three  months  men,  may  have  signed  two  vears  papers,  Tlie  tirst  companv 
enlisted  as  artillery  at  Auburn,  as  mentioned,  signed  for  the  war:  but  '*  Co. 
B"  of  the  iQth  had  been  enlisted  for  three  months,  under  the  f.rst  call  of  the 
president,  and  was  regudarly  mustered  into  the  L.  S.  service  to  serve  for  three 
months  unless  sooner  discharged. 

It  had  honorablv  discharged  its  term  oi  service,  but  had  the  men  been 
apju'i^ached  ]")roperl\'  with  a  request  to  remain  longer,  on  account  (^i  the 
necessities  of  the  g(n'ernment,  there  were  not  ten  men  in  the  ranks  who  \\n)ulo 
luive  refused.  No  time  for  consultation  wlis  allowed,  before  a  second 
annou.ncement  was  made  h\  Letllie,  \iz  : 

That,  at  the  order  **  take  arms"  (the  nuiskets  being  then  stacked  in  the 
usual  manner  at  dress  parade)  adl  men  of  the  regiment  wiu)  intended  to  obey 
the  order  of  the  go\'eriu)r,  would  take  their  guns  :  all  who  refused  would  be 
sent  to  '•  Drv  Tortugas "  to  woi'k  at  hard  labor  tor  the  remainder  ot"  two 
\ears  trom  date  of  enlistment.  It  was  monstr^jus  !  init  then,  where  was  the 
remedv?  A  letter  of  condolence  iron\  Lieutenent  Colonel  Seward,  then  at 
W'.ishington,  but  promising  to  stav  with  the  regiment,  was  read.  Although,  he 
was  the  only  tield  i,)riicer  the  reginieiit  then  had,  who  was  worthy  of  the 
nan-ie,   his  words  gave  but  little  comtbrt  to  men  who   telt  that  they  wxn-e  being 
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For  a  momL'nt  in-  two,  no  mdii  -'tocik  arms.  ''  .V  private  in  *•  Company  -B  '" 
stepped  out  and  asked  *•  what  Serjeant  C(j\van  intended  io  do""?  Cowan 
answered  b\'  Ia\ing  hi>  hand  on  hi.s  nuisket.  E\er\-  man  ot^  •' Compan\-  I>  "' 
followed  his  exam[ile,  Xot  so  with  the  rest  of  the  regiment — e\'ery  nmn  of 
'' Compan\'  D  "  (ttie  Iri>h  eompan\')  refused  to  take  their  guns.  A  kirge  part 
of  the  company  from  Weeclsport  ret'used  to  obe\',  and  in  aU  nearly  three 
hundred  men  stood  out.  The\'  were  marched  apart  trom  tlie  regiment  and 
closely  guarded.  E\"erv  da\'  the  most  urgent  appeals  were  made  to  bring  them 
back.  General  Ikmks  made  them  an  address,  t\ill  of  sympiithy  and  dattery. 
By  twos  and  threes  they  came  U)  the  regiment,  sullen  and  sad,  till  at  length 
nearly  all  but  •*  C(mipan\'  D"  liad  \'ielded.  The  Irishmen  stood  Hrm.  The 
Catholic  Priest  was  sent  for,  and  came  all  the  way  from  Auburn  to  plead  witii 
them.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Captain  Kennedy  of  "  Company  B  "'  got  orders 
to  proceed  to  Aubui'n  and  begin  recruiting  for  the  regiment.  In  such  work 
Sergeant  Cowan's  serxices  were  important.  At  Elmira,  the  muster  rolls  of 
"Company  B."  prep.ired  b\'  him,  were  foimd  entirel}'  correct,  and  P'irst  Sergeants 
of  other  companies  were  sent  to  his  otlice  tor  instructicjn.  The  army 
regidations  had  bec(~>me  .-omewhat  familiar  to  him,  and  he  possessed  other 
qualifications  lor  Captain  Kennedy's  purpose.  The  carriage  that  had  brought 
the  priest  from  Washington  was  engaged  to  take  Captain  Kennedy  and  the 
sergeant  back.  Sergeant  Cowan  had  contracted  malarial  fe\'er,  doing 
picket  duty  along  ttie  low  sliores  of  the  Potomac  below  Harpers  Ferry,  and 
was  unable  to  stand  wiiliout  assi.>tance,  but  he  was  glad  to  get  away  trom  the 
painful  scenes  being  enacted  in  the  regiment. 

._  Befjre  bidding  it  fare\^-ell,  it  should  be  related  that  the  majority  of  **  Co. 
D  "  yielded  to  the  persuasions  of  their  Spiritual  adyiser,  and  but  twenty  of 
the  regiment  tiiialh'  staried  for  the  Turrugas.  Thev.  when  as  far  on  their  Ion"- 
journes'  as  t'le  Rip  R.ips  near  Fortress  M(}nroe.  entertained  a  proposal  trom 
General  Wotjl,  to  enter  the  zd  N.  \'.  regiment,  tlien  at  Newport  Xews,  and 
accepting  it,  some  i)\'  t!ie  nuniber  fell  in  the  battles  on  the  Peninsula. 

On  the  other  hand,  tiie  impressed  soldiers  oi  the  19th  Regiment  deserted 
by  the  hundred,  and  the  c<»uatry  lost  tlie  willing  .>er\  ices  of  men  wiio.  liad  '^ood 
faith  been  sliown  tiiem,  Wi.ndd  iia\e  been  i)ack  in  tiie  service  within  sixty  davs, 
man\'  of  tiiern  at  the  licad'  ^)l  com[>anies.  Politicians  were  responsible  for  this 
disaster.  Tiie  rrmnani>jf  tlie  ioth  Xew  York,  afterward  formed  the  nucleus 
of  the  Third   New   \'(-)rk  Artillery,  a   new   reu'iment  which   will   be  mentioned 
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could  mjt  be  securedi.      Its  u>t-t"ulne»,  under  the  name  of  the   igth   X'ew  York, 
had  been  totally  doiroxed. 

On  tlie  way  to  \\'.i>hington  Ca|)tain  Kenn.  ii\-  suga-ested  that,  as  the 
government  mu^l  n-.'W  ive  C'»n\inci(.l  tint  the  war  was  nv)t  to  enil  so  speedily, 
auth'jrity    mrgh:    bt:   obtained   to  rai-Ne    a    Battery,     as  was    originally   planned. 


i  ',  Stopping  over  a  d;iv  or  two  in  Washini^^ton,  the  authority  was  ol^tained  to  raise 
I  a  Batterv  of  LiL,dit  Artillery,  witliin  tliirty  clays,  when  tiie  captain  and  sergeant 
[  i  went  on  their  wav  rejoicinir.  It  was  not  their  intention  to  return  to  the 
I  i  regiment,  if  an\'  lionorahle  wav  out  could  be  tbund.  They  were  also  under 
j  {  orders  to  recruit  for  the  igth  New  York,  but  the  authority  to  raise  a  Battery, 
was  uppermost  m  their  thoughts. 

xV  recruiting   otlice   was   opened  in   Auburn,  where  men  were   given  their 

choice  of  the  19th  New  York  regiment,  or   a  companv  of  artillery.      Kenned v 

feared  that  the  poliLical  iniluence  of  Major  Ledlie,  now  in  command  of  the  19th, 

would  thwart  him  in  the  work  of  enrolling  an  independent  Artillerv  Companv, 

and  he  resorted  to  measures,  thouixht  necessary,  to  mislead  and  quiet  him.     At 

the  same  time  the  work  was  vigorously   prosecuted,  valuable    assistance   being 

o-iven  by  Hon.  Theo.  M.  Pom^eroy,    David  Wright  Esq.,    and  other  prominent 

citizens  ;  so  that  when  the  thirty  days  expired,  a  few  recruits  had  been  enrolled 

for  the  19th  regiment,  and  the    full    complement  of  the   Battery,  one  hundred 

and  tifty-six  officers  and  men,  had  been  enlisted.     The  papers  were  forwarded 

I       to  Albany,  wliere  the  company  was  at  once  enrolled  as  the  first   battery. 

■   I       N.  Y.  S.  V.    Commissions  were  issued  to  the  officers,  as  follows  :   Captain,  T.J. 

;    I       Kennedy,  Senior    ist   Lieut,,  Andrew  Cowan,  Junior   ist  Lieut.,  William    P. 

\    }       Wright,   Senior    2d    Lieut.,   William    H.    Johnson,   Junior    2d    Lieut.,    James 

(    j       O.  Wnodruffi     The  Battery  was  then  mustered  into  the  U.  S.  service,   as    the 

1    j       first  new  YORK  INDEPENDENT  BATTERY,  to  ser\-e    for    three  years  or  during 

S   \       the  war.  unless  sooner  discharged  :  and  then  proceeded  to  Washington  without 

j   I       delay,  where  it  received  its  full  equipment  of  six    three  inch  rifled  guns,    with 

\  j       caissons  and  everv  thing  that  is  included  in    a  first  class    ''Six    Gun  Battery," 

[  .       tully  mounted  and  readv  tor  active  service.     The   19th  New  York  was,  at  this 

I  ^       time,  stationed  somewhere  near  Muddv  Branch  in  Maryland.   Captain  Kennedy 

1  I       was  at  Camp  Barry  close  to  the  Capitol,  and  was  very  proud  of  his  Battery: 

i  yet     lived    in    constant     apprehension    of  being   deprived  of    its    independent 

j        command  hy  Ledlie,  who  was  much   in   Washington,  and  had   boasted  that  a 

:  I        Light  Artillery  compan\-  was  to  join  his  regiment.     Ledlie's  political  influence 

]  I        was  thought  to    be   \-erv  great.     Everv  hour  of  daylight  was  being   spent  in 

I        vigorouslv  drilling  the   men    and   horses,  and    almost  daily    Captain  Kennedy. 

alone  or  in   companv   with  some   one   of    his   lieutenants,  on  one   pretext  and 

another,  called  on   the    chief  of  artillerv   of    the  army.  General    Barry,  whose 

head    quarters   were  in   Washington,     lliis    otlicer,  on    occasions,  visited    the 

Artillerv  Camp  named    after    him,   and   at   one    time   halted   with   his    stalV  to 

observe  the  drill  of  a  Section  bv  Lieutenant  Cowan,  to   whom  he  addressed  a 

compliment,  on  riding  awav.    One  dav.  when  calling  at  General  Barr\''s  ollice. 

Captain  Kennodv  hecuxl  that  there  were  effiorts  being  made  to  ha\'e  him  ordered 

to  report  to  the  loth  Xew  ^'ork  regiment.      On  his  return  to  camp,  the  Captain 

said   to    Lieutenant  Cowan    tluit    he    had    felt    greatly    alarmed    until    Gcmeral 

Bairv   remarked    that   ''such  an    order    was    absurd  ;     no   Light   Battery  could 

be  stuck  to  the  tail  of  an  infantry  regiment." 
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Kennech-  was  never  disturbed'  by  any  order  of  the  kind,  but   remained   at 
the   h.ead  of   an   independent  commn.nd   until   he  severed   his   connection  with      \ 
the  Battery.     Major  Ledhe's   eiVort  to  obtain  control   of    the    First   New  York      j  ' 
Battery  met  with   complete  defeat.      It   never  was,  by  implication  or  otherwise,      <  ■ 
any    thin^^    but    The    First    Xf.w    York    Independent    Battery,    without      U 
connection  of  anv  kind  with   the   Nineteenth   Infantry,' the  Third  Artillery,  or      |i 
any  other  Regiment.     It  was  not   ''  in  the  intention  of  the  Government,"  either 
State  or  National,  apart  of  either  c^f  those  Regiments.     The  Governor  of  New 
York,  commissioned  Lieut.  Cowan  as  Captain  of  the  First  New  York  Battery, 
when  Kenned v  left  it  in  April,  1S62,  and  at  ditlerent  periods  of  the  war,  down 
to  a  few  months   bef  ^re  its  close.   Lieutenant's  Commissions  were  bestowed    on 
the  men  from  its  ranks,  who  were  recommended  by  the  Captain  of  the  Battery, 
for  promotion,  to  fill  vacancies.    The  Batterv  re-enlisted  as  a  Veteran  organiza- 
tion, and   at   the   close  of  tb.e  war  was   mustered  out  of  tlie  ser\-ice  as  the  First 
f  New  York  V^eteran    Batterv.     And  yet,  to  this  dav  there  are  men  of  the  Third 

New  York  wdio  assert  that  this  Batter^'  was  a  part  of  their  Regiment ;    while  a 
I  partisan  writer,  of  a  so-called  ''Record  of  Ca\  uga  in  tlie  P'^ield.''  fills  the  narrative 

L  ot    the  Third  Artillerv  w  ith  a  one-sided  statement,  so  full  of  absurdities  that  no 

intelligent  soldier  can  i)e  misled  b}-  it.  In  that  narrati\-e,  the  First  New 
York  Batter}'  is  declared  t(^  ha\'e  been,  *'in  the  intention  of  the  Government  a 
Battery  of  the  Third  New  York  Artillerv,"  while  elsewhere  it  is  stated  that  it 
was  ''mustered  as  independent,"  and  had  been  onh'  "  nominally  carried  on 
the  records  of  the  Regiment,"  was  "  dropped  bv  direction  of  the-  War 
Department,"  and  Captain  Cowan  '*ne\-er  acted  in  obedience  to  its  orders." 

Tiie  Nineteenth  New  York  Regiment  continued  to  suller  from  desertions'. 
Captain  Stewart,  to  be  Lieutenant  Colonel  when  there  were  sutlicient  men 
recruited  to  entitle  him  to  miistvi',  was  now  in  actual  command,  for  Ledlie 
to-und  more  agreeable  means  of  spending  his  time  than  in  drilling  the  skeleton 
of  a  Regiment. 

Stev,  art  was  capable  and  [^oinilar,  but  he  could  neither'  remo\-e  the  feeling 
t)t  d'ssatisfaction  nor  bring  fresh  men  to  fill  tlie  ranks.  Ledlie  then  succeeded 
in  obiaining  autliorit\'  to  recruit  a  Regiment  of  IIea\-v  Artillerv,  (ov  which  he 
was  authorized  to  use  the  remnant  of  the  Nineteenth  New  York  as  a  nucleus. 
The  tully  manned  and  ecjuipped  Batter\'  which  Kenned\-  commanded  was  a 
coveted  prize  in  the  e\-es  of  Ledlie,  hunL;'ering  tor  the  rank  o(  a  Cohmel,  which 
he  was  unable  to  hold  as  the  commander  ol  the  beggarl\-  remnant  of  a  once 
proud  Regiment.  To  get  possession  of  it,  an\-thing  was  justiliable  in  his  eves  ; 
but  the  First  New  York  Ikitterv  was  not  to  be  obtained  be  wire-pulling. 

.\tt(^'r  se\'eral  weeks,  spent  in  drilling  at  Camp  Barr\-,  the  Batterv  was 
ordered  to  join  General  W.  F.  Smith's  Divfsion.  on  the  \'irginia  side  of  the 
I^otomac.  This  was  before  tlu*  f >rmation  (tf  Arm\'  Corps.  Smith's  Di\ision 
atterward  became  the  Second  Division  of  the  Sixth  Corps;  which,  in  brief, 
explains  ho\v  this  Cayuga    C'uint\-   Ikittery   became  a  part  of  the    Sixth  Corps, 
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j-^      I  Army  C'f  the  Potomac,  with  wliich  it  served  continuousU'  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

}-      i  The  liatierv  was    liij^hly  esteemed  h\  every  soldier  in   the  Corps,  and  won  the 

\  approval  ^A    its  commanding  General,    on  evtrrv  occasion,  throughout  its  long 

^      ^  and  arduous  career.     The  men  o\   the  Batterv  were  mainlv  sons  of  sidxstanlial 

J.      f  farmers,  with  a  sprinkling  of  Auburn  boys,  and   represented  the  best  elements 

J-      !         •  that  made  up  the  great  Volunteer  Army.    There  was  no  bounty  in  those  days, 
J      I  and  for  bountv  men  or  substitutes  there  was  never  any  place  in   the  First   Xew 

.  York  Battery  :  neitlier  were  any  drafted  men  assigned  to  it.  At  the  close  of 
the  war,  the-balter^y  was  mustered  out  at  S\-racuse,  N.  Y.,  when  a  little  over 
thirtv  of  the  original  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  ollicers  and  men  remained. 
The  Battery  had  been  recruited  frequently,  by  details  from  dilTerent  infantry 
regiments  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  and  had  in  its  ranks  at  the  close  of  the  war,  not 
onlv  men  from  ditlerent  parts  of  Xew  York  State  but  from  other  States. 
Wheeler's  Battery  of  the  First  Regiment,  New  York  Artillery,  was  disbanded 
at  Harrison's  Landing,  Va.,  in  the  Peninsula  Campaign,  and  a  number  of  its 
men  were  assigned  to  Cowan's  Battery,  serving  with  it  to  the  end.  These 
men  were  from  Bath,  Setuben  County,  N.  Y.,  and  proved  themselves  as  good 
soldiers  as  any  wiio  entered  the  service  from  any  part  of  the  Union.  Details 
from  the  Sevent\'-seventh  and  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-second  Xew  A'ork 
Infantry  brought  a  number  of  splendid  soldiers  to  the  Batteiy,  while  the 
famous  old  First  Vermont  Brigade  of  the  Sixth  Corps  contributed  several 
of  its  best  and  bravest  men.  Seven  Lieutenants  of  the  Battery  were  promoted 
trom  its  ranks  to  hil  vacancies,  and  Sergeant  James  Wood  was  commissioned 
a  Lieutenant  of  Cavalry.  Excellent  material  remained  for  making  many 
more  fine  otlicers,  had  opportunity  otlered.  Punishment  was  hardly  known 
in  Cowan's  Battery,  and  never  went  bevond  an  extra  amount  of  camp  duty  or 
a.. forced  marcli  with  the  sentr\'  on  his  rounds.  Yet  discipline  was  strict.  The 
men  were  intelligent  and,  generally,  recognized  the  importance  of  unquestion- 
ing obtnlience  to  orders. 

In  1864  the  Government  sought  to  secure  tlie  re-enlistment  of  the  \'eteran 
soldiers  serving  with  the  armies.  As  an  inducement  to  such  re-enlistment 
furloughs  were  to  be  granted,  and  e\'er\'  organization  of  which  more  tlKiii  owki 
half  should  re-enlist  was  to  be  known  as  a  \'etekan  organization  from  tliat 
time  forward.  Tliese  ann<)uncements  were  made  to  Cowan's  Battery  in  due 
time,  but  the  men  declined  to  re-enlist  unless  their  Captain  would  pledge 
himself  to  remain  with  th<'m.  Captain  Cowan  had  been  urged  to  return  in,>me 
for  business  reasons,  and  had  tendered  his  resignation.  The  Battery  had 
attained  the  highest  eliiciency  and  his  place  could  be  Idled  ably,  he  belie\'ed, 
by  one  ot"  the  Lieutenants.  General  Sedgwick,  the  Corps  Commander, 
was  asked  to  appro\-e  the  resignation  but  pcsitix-ely  declined  to  do  so,  and  in 
due  time  the  resignation  came  back  from  Wasliington  refused.  Yet,  having 
served  since  April  iSoi,liis  time  would  s-jon  expire,  and  there  were  many 
reasons   why   he   felt   it   his   duty   to   leave   the   service   at  tluit   time.     But    no 
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argument  prevailed  to  chanL;'e  the  deterniiiiatiun  of  his  men  :  the  Captain 
must  re-enhst  or  the  ixUterv  must  return  home  in  thi;  Fall.  Captain  Cowan 
then  re-enlisted  and  was  fnlloued  by  e\ery  otiicer  and  man  oi  the  command, 
except  ti\-e  who  were  kepi  tVoin  re  enlistment  h\' circumstance-^  existin^^  at  their 
homes,  and  b\'  thj  counsel  of  the  Captain,  who  knew  how  greatly  their  families 
stood  in  need  of  them.  Thus  in  the  early  Spring  of  1864,  at  Brandy  Station, 
Virginia,  the   Battery  became 

The  First  Xew  York  Veteran  Battery, 

and  its  name  was  so  changed  on  tlie  rolls  of  the  Army  and  in  the  otllce  of  the 
i\djutant  General  of   New  York  State,  and    is  so   recorded  to  this  day. 

JAMES    H.  LEDLIE's    ATTEMI'T    TO    SECURE    THE    liATTERY. 

Ledlie's  authorit\-  to  I'ecruit  a  Regiment  of  Heavy  Artillerv,  and  absorb 
the  unfortunate  19th  N.  Y.  Infantry  in  its  ranks,  was  tully  contirmed.  The 
Field  Oilicers  of  the  new  Regiment,  when  it  sliould  be  raised  to  the  necessary 
strength,  as  required  by  tl\e  regulations,  were  announced  to  be  Colonel,  James 
il.  Lediie,  Lieut.  Col.,  Stewart,  First  Major,  St<)ne,  Second  Major,  Giles,  Third 
Major,  Kennedy — then  the  Captain  of  the  First  New  York  Battery.  By 
making  him  a  3>[ajor,  Lediie  expected  to  seciu'e  a  hundred  and  liftv  men  for 
his  new  Regiment,  to  recruit  which,  a  great  deal  of  hard  work,  some  money, 
and  heav}'  drafts  on  his  political  influence  would  be  necessary.  The  political 
intluence  v;as  Ledlie's  strong  point,  and  ne  proceeded  to  gobble  every  detached 
company  or  part  of  company  in  process  of  being  tbrmed  at  the  time,  Irom  New 
York  City  to  ButTalo,  and  by  the  last  of  February  had  secured  about  tive 
hundred  men.  This  was  ;i  long  way  short  of  the  complement  to  be  raised  tor 
an  Artillery  Regiment,  even  after  absorbing  the  19th  X.  Y.,  and  Lediie  felt  he 
must  have  Kennedy's  Batter}-  by  hnr  means  or  toul.  When  Captain  Kennedv 
heard  that  he  was  named  ftr  Third  Major  of  the  proposed  Regiment  he 
laughed  at  the  idea  o{  accepting  the  position  and  was  far  from  considering  it  a 
promotion,  as  Lediie  hasLened  to  announce  it.  Captain  Kennedy  expressed 
great  indignation  at  the  unauthorized  use  of  his  name,  and  was  more  incensed 
because,  as  the  Captain  of  "1>"  Company,  since  Captain  Baker,  of  •^\"  Company 
luul  resigned,  he  should  ha\e  been  named  for  Lieutenant  Colonel,  instead  of 
being  placed  below  even  tb.e  Adjutant,  who  was  named  for  First  Major.  He 
protested  that  he  would  on  no  account  accejv,  such  a  commission  and  that  its 
j  only  purpose  was  t<'  gain  liis  consent  to  the  transfer  of  the  Batterv  to  the  pro- 
{  posed  Regiment,  for  the  benetit  of  Lediie.  Wlum  the  Armv  of  the  Potomac 
I  advanced  on  Manassas  in  ihe  s[u-ing  of  i>;5:,  the  First  New  York  Batterv 
j  marched  with  its  Di\  i>iun  to  tlie  front,  and  on  firuling  that  the  Rebel  Army  had 
j  fallen  back  towards  Rlclimond,  it  Was  onlered  t  :>  the  neighborhood  of  Alex- 
andria, \'a.,  prt^paratory  to  s!irpm.>nt  to  the  Bcnin-ula.  I  lere  Lediie  came 
with  Kennedy's  commission  as  Tiiird  Major  of  tiie  Tiurd  New   York  Artillerv, 
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ari^iiment  prevailed  to  cliange  ihc  determination  of  his  men  :  the  Captain 
must  re-eiiHst  or  ihe  Battery  must  return    home   in    thi.'   FalL      Captain  C(nvan  j      j 

then  re-enhsted    and  was   followed  by  every  (jtlicer   and   man   <,)f  the  command,  j 

except  ti\-e  who  were  kept  iVum  re  enhstmcnt   b\' circum-tanccs  ex!stin<^  at  their  !      i 

homes,  and  by  thj  counsel  (A'  the-  Captain.  \vh«j  knew  how  i^'reatly  tlieir  famihes 
stood  in  need  {)(  them.  Thus  in  the  early  Sprin;^"  of  1864,  at  Brandy  Station, 
Virginia,  the  Battery  became 

The  First  Xew  York  Veteran  Battery, 

and  its  name  was  so  changed  on  tlie  rolls  of  the  Army  and  in  the  (^tiice  of  the 
Adjutant  General  of   Xew  York  State,  and    is  so   recorded  to  this  day. 

JAMES    H.  LRDLIE's    ATrEMl'T    TO    SECURE    THE    UATTERY. 

Ledlie's  authority  to  recruit  a  Regiment  of  Heavy  Artillery,  and  absorb 
the  unfortimate  19th  X\  Y.  Intantrv  in  its  ranks,  was  tullv  contirmed.  The 
Field  Oihcers  of  the  new  Regiment,  when  it  should  be  raised  to  the  necessary 
strength,  as  required  bv  tlie  regulations,  w^ere  announced  to  be  Colonel,  James 
II.  Ledlie,  Lieut.  Col.,  uStewart,  Firsc  Majm-,  St')ne,  Second  Major,  Giles,  Third 
Major,  Kennedy — then  the  CaptLun  of  the  First  Xew  York  Batterv.  By 
making  him  a  ^Nlajor,  Ledlie  expected  to  secure  a   hundred   and   liftv  men   for  I 

his  new  Regiment,  to  recruit  which,  a  great  deal  of  hard  work,  some   money,  j 

and  heav\'  drat'ts  on  his  political  intluence  would  be  necessary.  The  political 
intluence  was  Ledlie's  strong  point,  and  ne  proceeded  to  gobble  everv  detached 
company  or  part  of  company  in  process  of  being  tbrmed  at  the  timxe,  trom  Xew 
York  City  to  ButTalo,  and  by  the  last  of  Fel^-uarv  had  secured  about  five 
luHidrcd  men.  This  was  a  long  way  short  of  tlie  complement  to  be  raised  tor 
an  Artillery  Regiment,  e\-en  after  absorbing  the  19th  X.  Y.,  and  Ledlie  telt  he 
must  have  Kennedy's  Batiery  by  hur  means  or  toul.  When  Captain  Kenned v 
heard  that  lie  was  named  fnr  Third  Major  of  the  proposed  Regiment  he 
laughed  at  the  idea  oi  accepting  the  position  and  was  far  from  considering  it  a 
promotion,  as  Ledlie  hastened  to  announce  it.  Captain  Kennedy  expressed 
great  indignation  at  the  unauthorized  use  of  his  name,  and  was  more  incensed 
because,  as  the  Captain  t)f  *'B"  Company,  since  Cajnain  Baker,  oi-'A"  Company 
i  had  resigned,  he  should  have  been  named  for  Lieutenant  Colonel,  instead  of 
I  being  placed  below  even  tlie  Adjutant,  who  was  named  tor  First  Major.  He 
!  protested  that  he  would  on  no  account  accept  such  a  commission  and  that  its 
only  purpose  was  h-  gain  his  c<;n>ent  to  tlie  transfer  of  the  Battery  to  the  pro- 
posed Regiment,  for  the  benetit  of  Ledlie.  Wlu-n  the  Armv  of  the  Potomac 
advanced  on  Manassas  in  the  spring  of  1S62,  the  First  Xew  York  Batterv 
marched  with  its  Division  to  the  front,  and  on  tintling  that  the  Rebel  Arm\'  had 
fallen  back  towards  Richmond,  it  Was  ordered  t )  the  neighborhood  of  Alex- 
andria, \'a.,  prt^paratory  to  sliipment  to  the  Beriin-iila.  Here  Ledlie  came 
with  Kennedy's  commission  as  Third  Major  o\'  tiie  Tiiird  Xew  York  Artillerv, 
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Lieutenant    speechless.       \\'hen     General     Smith     withdrew    Captain     Avres  I  ! 

{  remarked:  "  Well,  Mr.  Cowan  I  trust  the  letter  pleases  you."  j  j 

i  Lieutenant  Cowan  asked  why  he  was  recommended   for  a  position  which  -  j 

I  was  alreadv   tilled  b\-  Captain  Kennedy.     Captain  Ayres  replied:  ''Kennedy  \\ 

•  was  mustered  as  TvLijor  of  the  Third  Artillery,  b\'  General    Davidson,  of  the 

j  Third  Brigade,  yesterday." 

j.  The  previous  evening,  in  liis  own  tent,  Captain  Kennedy  had   assured  his 

three  Lieutenants,  Cowan,  Wright  and  Johnson,  that   he   had    fully  determined 

j  to  stay  with  the   Battery,  and   yet,  according    to    Captain  Avres,  Kennedy    at 

I  that  \  ery  time  had  been  already  mustered  in  as  Major  of  the  Third  Artillery. 

1  It  was  plain  now  that  Kennedy  had  some  secret   project    on   foot.     Lieutenant 

i  Cowan    mounted   his   horse   and  rode  slowh'  back    to    camp,   but   vouchsated 

I  no    explanation    to     Major    Kennedy.       It    soon    became    plain    to    him    that 

I  Kennedy,    having    accepted    the    conmiission    in    the    Third    Regiment,    was 

j  averse  to  going  there  without  bringing   tribute,   and  so  he   had  been  secretly 

I  planninix  to  liave  the  battery  transferred,  in   accordance  with  Ledlie's  wishes. 

I  To   this,    he    well  knew  Lieutenant  Cowan's  opposition,   lor    Cowan    had    no 

{  confidence  in  Ledlie's    ability,  veracity   or   courage.     His    opinion    had    been 

I  formed  while  a  keen  observer  ot   ever\'  thing  transpiring  in  the  iqth  New  York 

I  Regiment,  of  which  Ledlie  was — a  handsomely  unif u^med  Alajor. 
I  A  few  days  later.  Captain  Ayres  walked  over  to  the  battery  and   read    the 

[  ofllcial  announcement  of  Lieutenant   Cowan's   promotion    to   Captain.     Major 

{  Kennedy  was    present    but   uttered    no   word   of  congratulation    tor   the    new 

i  Captain,  who  had  been   by   his   side   tVom    the   day   they  enlisted   together    in 

I  Auburn  under  the  first  call  tor  75,000  m.en.     Lieutenant  Cowan  neither  sought 

j  nor    desired   the   responsible   position   of  Captain   of  the    Battery;  in    tact    he 

[  dreaded  the  responsibilit}-  of  being  thrust  into  such   a  p»osition,  and   had    been 

j  the   strongest    in    pressing    Captain    Kennedy    to    remain.     General     Barry's 

:  recomnv^ndation  tV)r  Lieutenant  Cowan's  promotion,  at  the  suggestion  of  Captain 
R.  B.  Ayres,  U.  S.  A.,  was  wlioHy  without  Lieutenant  Cowan's  knowledge, 

•  until  he  was  shown  the  letter  alre.uly  mentioned. 

I  The    Battery    was  now  occupying  an   earth  work  within    three    hundred 

yards  of  the  enemy's  f  .rtitled  position,  at   Lee's    Mills  on  the  Yorktown  line. 

I  and  was  almost  dail}'  antl  nightly   imder  five.     Lieutenant  Johnson    had    been 

I  disabled  by  his   horse  fdling  on  him.   Lieutenant  Woodruff  was  absent  sick, 

and   not  expected    to  li\e,   while    Lieutenants   Co\\an   and    Wright    were    in 

command  of  the  guns  in  the  e;irth  Work.     Major  Kenned\-,  who  remained  at  the 

I  camp  in  the  rear,  now  askixi  tor  liberty  to  join  his  Regiment  in  North  Carolina. 

j  Tlie  commanding  Gener:d,  Keyes,  refused  to  give  an  oflicer  leave  to  withdraw 

I  wiiile  the  arm\'  was  engaged  widi  the  enemy,  so   Major  Kenned\'   was  unable 

i  to  get  away.     At\er  the    battle    of  Wiliiumsburg,  liowever.    Major    Kannedy 

i  obtained  his  leave  to  \\it!idra\\,  and  the  B.iUery  saw  no  moreof  hiim  during  the 

i  war.      Soon  after  he  reached   Nevvbern,  some  soldiers    and    non-commissioned 

i 
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I         otliccrs,    also   Lieutenant    \V.    II.   Johnson,    of    the    Battery,    who    had     been 
I  associated  with  LedHe  in  civil  pursuits  before  the  war,  began  to  receive  letters, 

quite  regularlv,  trom  Major  Kennedy.  Several  of  tliese  letters  were  shown  to 
Captain  Co\v;in,  from  which  he  learned  that  all  the  plans  were  perfected  for 
consolidating  the  First  New  York  Battery  with  the  Third  New  York  Artiilerv, 
and  this  correspondent  of  the  Major  was  requested  to  tell  ''the  Idovs"  that  the\' 
would  soon  be  on  the  march  to  Xewbern,  where  the  regiment  was  splendidly 
fixed  in  a  delightful  camp,  etc.  At  this  time  the  Army  of  the  I^otomac  was  in 
the  Chickahomin}'  swamps,  where  men  were  dying  by  hundreds  dailv,  and 
tever  and  camp  diseases  made  lite  miserable  for  man\'  of  the  Battery.  Still 
there  were  tew  who  took  kindly  to  the  Newbern  bait,  and  they  only  such  as 
had  been  soothed  with  honeyed  promises  of  promotion.  Captain  Cowan  then 
wrote  a  personal  appeal  to  Governor  Morgan,  begging  him  not  to  consent  to  the 
transfer  of  the  Batter}-  to  the  Third  Artillery  Regiment,  for  no  better  purpose 
than  to  gratify  the  ambition  of  a  man  who  would  be  a  Colonel  without  having 
earned  tlie  position  bv  bringing  the  requisite  number  of  men  to  the  service  of 
the  countrv.  The  attachment  of  the  officers  and  men  to  their  title  as  the 
First  Battery  of  New  York,  was  referred  to  as  exerting  a  powerful  iniiuence 
over  their  actions  as  soldiers,  and  he  theretore  besought  the  Governor  not  to 
allow  them  to  be  robbed  of  a  name  that  their  deeds  had  already  nuide  honorable. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  power  that  availed  to  guard  the  rights  of 
the  Battery,  it  is  certain,  and  beyond  legal  question,  that  Ledlie,  with  all  Ids 
political  irlluence,  failed  to  obtain  an  order  transterring  the  Battery  to  his 
Reiximent. 

A  friend  at  this  crisis,  and  at  all  times,  whose  services  must  never  be 
forgotten  by  the  men  of  the  First  New  York  Battery,  or  any  of  their  blood,  was 
Han.  Theo.  M.  Pomero}',  at  that  time  the  representative  ot  Cavuga  in  the 
National  Congress. 

LKDLIE    PUTS    THE    BATTERY    OX    HIS    MUSTER    ROLL. 

Lieutenant  Wm.  H.  Johnson,  of  the  Battery,  who  was  a  man  much  older  than 
his  fellow-  Lieutenants,  had  been,  before  the  war,  employed  bv  James  IL 
Ledlie  as  ^Taster  of  a  dredge  boat,  used  by  Ledlie  in  liis  business  as  a  canal 
contractor,  it  is  probable  that  Johnson  had  been  led  to  expect  that  the 
Captaincy  of  the  Battery  would  tall  to  him  when  it  should  be  transterred  to 
Ledlie's  Regiment.  He  was  kept  advised  of  the  plot  hatched  at  Newbern  but 
kept  his  own  counsel,  as  Captain  Cowan  was  careful  to  do  as  well.  Some  time 
afterward  during  the  Antietam  campaign,  Johnson  volunteered  the  information 
that  Ledlie  had  put  tiie  Battery  on  the  muster  fsjII  of  his  Regiment,  making  it 
appear  as  Batterv  "  L."  Captain  Cowan  never  asked  the  source  of  Mr. 
Johnson's  information,  but  simpK'  remarked  that  Ledlie  could  hardlv  have 
been  b(>ld  enough  to  commit  a  traud  against  the  Go\'ernment.  It  turned  out. 
however,  to  be  as  Lieutenant  Johnson  had  stated,  so  that  his   information  was 
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correct,   iukI  it  i\\>o  becamu   known   tliat  yir.  Johnson   had    not  been   named 
for    Captain    of    Battery   •' L,''    but    some    one    unknown    to    the    P'irst    New- 
York  Batterv  was  named    for  that  position.      It  is  quite  certain,  that   from   that 
time  to   the   da\-  lie  was  mortally  wounded  at  Winchester,  Lieutenant  Johnson         \ 
was  entirely  lo}'al   to  Captain  Cowan  and  the  First  Xew  York  Battery.  "  \ 

Some  interest  was  taken  in  ascertaining  trom  what  source  Ledlie  had  1 
obtained  copies  of  the  muster  roll  of  the  First  Xew  York  Battery,  and  it  was  f 
learned  that  ^[ajor  Kennedv  liad  furnished  the  rolls.  This  action  of  Ledlie's  i 
in  reporting  a  Batterv  as  part  of  his  Regiment,  \\'hich  was  as  independent  ot  \ 
him  as  was  the  Seventv  Fifth  Xew  York  Reiximent,  from  Cavuc^a,  or  any  other  i 
or^fanization  reffularlv  enrolled,  with  otlicers  bearinir  commissions  from  the  ^ 
the  Governor  of  their  State,  was  a  high-handed  outrage.  Xo  doubt,  Ledlie  \ 
had  faith  in  his  political  inlluence.  and  fully  expected  to  secure  an  order  that 
would  legalize  this  fraudulent  act.  The  vouth  and  inexperience  of  Captain 
Cowan  were  probably  considered  by  Ledlie  and  his  coadjutors,  who  de- 
termined to  intercept  the  commission  as  Captain,  which  Lieutenant  Cowan 
was  dailv  expecting  to  receive  hv  mail  from  the  xVdjutant  General  oi  the  State 
i         of  New^  York,  until  they  could  get  a  m:in  of  their  own  appointed. 

;  CAI'TAIX    cowan's    COMMISSION    IS    STOLEN. 

{  The  otllcial  announcement  of  Lieutenant  Cowan's  promotion  to  Captain  of 

;  the  First  X'^ew  York  Batter\-  had  come  through  Army  Headquarters  channels, 
^  until  received  by  Captain  Ayres,  and  was  then  read  to  him  in  the  presence  of 
Major  Kennedv,  as  previou.->lv  noted,  ])ut  the  commission  which  was  to  follow 
shortlv,  failed  to  come.  At  last  Lieutenant  Cowan  wrote  to  the  Adjutant  General 
of  Xew  York  State  requesting  information  in  regard  to  the  delay  in  forwarding 
his  Captain's  commission.  A  prompt  answer  was  received  to  the  following 
etlect: 

'*  Your  Commission   as  Captain  ot"  the   Fir-t    Xe\v   York   Battery   was   iuinded  to  Lieutenant 
CoiVin  ot"  the  '1  h.ird  Ne\r-  \'ork  Artillery  to  be  delivered   to   vou." 

!  As  Lieutenant   Cniiin   nuist  by  tliis  time   ha\'e  been  with  his   Regiment  in 

t  Xorth  Carolina  it  appeared  ^irange  that  he  should  have  been  expected  to 
I  ileliver  a  Cnmm'ssicn  to  an  otiicer  s<M-\ing  in  X'irginia  ;  but  Captain  Cowan 
1  vv:is  not  expecling  thai  tiie  coiispii-.jtors  ai^-ainst  the  Batterv  would  resort  to 
!  theft  of  his  Commi^^^ion  to  prevent  or  delay  his  muster  until,  as  tluw  expected 
1  the  Battery  vvouid  be  secured  and  a  diiferent  otlicer.  ni'U'e  in  accordance  with 
I  themsel\-es,  might  be  maiie  seeiu-e  as  its  Captain.  Lieutenant  Cowan  wrote 
1  again  to  Aihanv  a.-king  ll;e  .Vdjutant  (jiiu-ral  to  explain  how  Lieutenant 
I  Cfttlin,  serving  with  a  RririuuTit  in  Carolina,  was  expected  to  deliver  a 
Conunis-<iou  lo  Captiiin  Cow  an,  u  lios^*  Commarul  was  with  the  Armv  of  the 
P<itoniae.  'i'he  an.swr-r  wa.^  to  iia«  riloc!  dia?  IJfutenant  Collin  .had  called  at 
the  Adjutant  General's    olliee  in  Albany,  and   had   asked   tV)r  Captain  Cowan's 
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:     I         C<)mmissi<)n,  .statiiiL;-  iIklI   h^  was  on   his  WdV  Lo  the  Army  and  would  denver    it 
\     I  to  him  in   person.      This  same  answer  was  made,  in  substanee,  to  a  third  letter 

{     :  (Vom  Lieutenant  Cowan,  who  then  wrote  to  Lieutenant  Colhn,  an  entire  stran^'er 

to   him,  care   of  the  Third    ReL^imrnt   Xew   York   Artillery,   Xuwbern,  X.    C, 
ilcinanding  by  \\  hat  authoriiy  he  had  asked   U>y  Captain  Cowan's  Connnis.-ion, 
I    I         which  he  was  recjuested  to  forward  b\'  nuul  at  once.     No  answ  cr  was  rL'cei\'ed. 
I    I         Three  times  Lieutenant  Cowan   mailed  letters  ot"  similar  j)ur[)ort  to  this  olhcer 
I         without   eliciting   any  response  whatever.     Thus  James   IL  Ledlie,  imlawtull}' 
j         obtained  the  Convmission  of  Captain  Cowan  and  doubtless   destro}  ed  it,  lor  it 
f         was  ne\'er  restored. 

It  would  be  hard  to  think  of  an  act  more  utterly  contemptible.  When 
Lieut.  CowLm  was  convinced  of  the  fraud,  he  submitted  the  letters  to  Captain 
A\'res,  who  was  still  Chit-'f  of  Artillerv  of  the  Division.  After  reading  them 
over  he  sent  to  his  otlice  for  the  orTicial  annoimcement  of  Lieutenant  Cowan's 
promotion,  and  on  that  authority  he  was  thereupon  mustered  as  Captain. 
Application  was  then  made  tor  a  duplicate  of  the  stolen  commission,  and  in 
due  time  it  w  as  received  by  Captain  Cowan  who  preserves  it  sacredly.  The 
question  was  ot'ten  asked  among  the  officers  of  the  First  X'ew  York  Batter\', 
.  j  how  Ledlie  could  conceal  the  traud  enacted  by  placing  an  Independent  Battery 
j  on  his  Muster  Roll,  and  w^hat  would  happen  after  it  was  discovered.  It  was 
I  learned  that  Ledlie  was  regularly  reporting  -Tjattery  L''  of  his  Regiment 
''on  detached scrz' ice  zvitJi  tJic  Army  of  the  Polomacy  Ledlie  now  decided  to 
test  whether  Cowan  would  obey  an  order.  A  young  man  named  Kendrick, 
having  reported  to  the  Third  Xew  York  Regiment  at  Xewbern,  armed  with  a 
commission  as  Secoiid  Lieutenant,  an  order  was  given  him  to  report  to  Captain 
Cowan,  commanding  *•  Battery  L.  on  detached  service,  with  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac."  ^Ir.  Kendrick  travelled  all  the  way  trom  X'"ewbern,  X.  C,  to 
Harrisons  Landing,  \"a.,  and  on  his  arrival  could  learn  nothing  of  a  "Battery 
L,  Third  Xew  York  Artillery,*'  but  a  Captain  Cowan  wlis  com.manding  the 
First  Xew  York  Battery,  in  Smith's  Di\ision,  Sixth  Corps  ;  so  there  the 
Lieutenant  hastened,  arri\-ing  just  as  the  Battery  had  returned  from  a  hot  and 
tiresome  reconnois>ance.  Captain  Cowan  read  the  order  assigning  Lieutenant 
Kendrick  to  ''Battery  L"  and  handed  it  back  saying  ••  this  is  the  thirst  Xew 
\  ork  Batterw  If  you  have  a  commission  in  my  Battery  I  shall  be  bound  to 
recognize  it,  but  the  Colonel  of  the  Third  Xew  York  Regiment  has  no  power 
to  assign  an  ofticer  oi  hh^  command  to  this  Ixittery."  Lieutenant  Kendrick 
begged  that  such  endorsement  might  be  made  on  his  orders  as  would  secure 
him  passes  and  transportation  back  to  X'ewbern.  Captain  Cowan  took  the 
order  again  and  endorsed  iir)on  it:  ''Tlie  Captain  of  the  First  X'ew  York 
Battery  has  yet  to  learn  that  his  Battery  has  been  transterred  to  the  Third  Xew 
Y(^rk  Artillery,  or  that  he  is  in  any  wa\'  subject  to  the  command  of  Colonel 
James  IL  Ledlie,  whose  order  will  therefore  not  be  recognized  by  Captain 
Cowan.''     Lieutenant  Kendrick   returned   to   Xewbern   and   Ledlie   made   no 
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other  attempt  to  command  Cowan's  Battery  at  any  time,  but  he  continued 
reporting  his  "Dalterv  L,  on  detached  service  with  the  xVrmy  of  the  Pcjtomac." 
The  fact  was,  Ledlie  had  hokl  of  the  hot  end  of  the  picker  and  couUrnt  let  go. 
lie  had  picked  up  tlie  Ikitlery  Hke  a  thief  and  he  coukrnt  drop  it  in  dav  Hght. 
There  was  not  an  hour  that  he  did  not  feel  liimseU'  in  Captain  Cowan's  power 
if  lie  dare  bring  the  question  to  an  issue.  So  long  as  Ledlie  set  up  no  claim  to  1 
command  Cowan,  and  overlooked  liis  refusal  to  obey  the  only  order  he  ever  had  { 
the  audacity  to  send  him,  of  course  Captain  Cowan  could  do  nothing.  Ledlie's  1 
position  must  have  been  uncomfortable,  for  he  was  aware  that  Captain  Cowan  i 
defied  him  and  was  anxious  for  him  to  mak(i  the  first  move.  The  Colonel  of  j 
the  Third  Xew  York  Artillery  would  have  been  disgraced  or  wdiite washed  | 
somewhat  sooner  in  the  war,  and  a  great  disaster  might  thereby  have  been  | 
spared  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  had  he  but  had  the  courage  to  attack  j 
Captain  Cowan,  giving  him  a  chance  to  show  by  what  methods  the  First  Xew  j 
York  Battery  had  been  placed  on  the  rolls  of  the  Third  X'ew  York  Artillery.         i 

After  Ledlie  was  made  a  General  ( like  some  other  political  accidental  j 
Brigadiers  in  the  war)  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stewart  became  the  Colonel  of  the  | 
Third  Artillery.  Stewart  was  a  thorough  soldier.  He  possessed  every  manly  \ 
quality  that  Ledlie  was  lacking.  But  Stewart  must  have  found  it  unpleasant 
to  report  a  thing  that  was  not,  that  never  had  been,  and  never  would  be,  viz: 
''Battery  L,  on  detached  service  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.''  Things 
were  getting  systematized  a  little  at  Washington,  and  it  was  discovered  that 
"  Battery  L,  Third  Regiment  New  York  Artillery,  on  detached  service  with 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,"  had  never  made  a  report,  while  a  little  research 
failed  to  sliow  any  trace  of  such  a  Battery  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Here  zi'iis  (I  Jiozi'-de-do !  The  Chief  of  Ordnance  demanded  an  explanation 
from  Colonel  Stewart,  and  that  formal  reports  from  "Battery  L''  should  Ix^  sent 
without  delay.  Stewart  put  his  endorsement  on  this  document  and  mailed  it  to 
Captain  Cowan.  Sixth  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,    who   received   it   in   due  {j 

time,  and  welcomed  this  apparent  disposition  of  Colonel  Stewart   to   bring  the  | 

(juestion  to  an  i.ssue.  I 

Tiie  First  Xew  York  Battery  had  crossed  the  Rappahannock,  after  the 
battle  ot  Chancellorsville.only  two  hours  before  this  communication  from  Stewart 
arrived.  Its  Captain  was  in  no  angelic  mood  at  this  particular  time,  nor  were 
th.e  surrounding  circumstances  heavenly.  But  Captain  Cowan,  in  the  rain  ;ind 
the  nuid  found,  place  and  shelter  enough  to  give  Colonel  Charles  Stewart  an 
answer  and  his  document  back  by  the  first  mail  that  left  the  Army.  Colonel 
Stewart  was  a  man  of  courage  and  determination,  but  he  let  Captain  Cowan 
hid  defumce  to  his  orders  without  a  word  of  protest.  He  knew  that  liatterv 
••  L  "  was  a  myth,  its  place  on  the  roll  illegal,  and  if  it  was  e\-er  ventilated  that 
Ledlie,  and  perhaps  others,  would  hardly  escape  disgrace.  So  Colonel 
Charles   Stewart   made  no  other  attempt  to  control  the  First  Xew  York  Flattery. 

What     representations    were     made    to    the    Chief  of  Ordnance    or    how 
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Colonel  Stewart  exphiined  that  there  was  no  Battery-  "L''  "  on  detached 
service  with  the  Army  ot"  the  Potomac,''  or  any  where  but  on  Ledlie's 
fraudulent  muster  roll,  are  not  disclosed  in  tlie  story  of  the  Regiment,  wherein 
it  is  related  that  the  Battery  w^as  "quietly  dropped''  and  the  Twentv 
Thii'd  New  York  Independent  Battery,  then  in  a  disorganized  condition,  was 
secured  for  the  Tliird  Artillery,  as  its  "  Battery  L." 

It  might  be  interesting  to  ascertain  whether  any  Field  Oilicer  of  the  Third 
Artillery  was  mustered  on  the  strength  of  the  First  New  York  Batter\-, 
fraudulently  reported  on  the  rolls  of  the  Regiment,  as  such  otlicer  could  have 
had  no  legal  right  to  rank  or  pay.     But  such  enquiries  may  rest  for  the  present. 

Ledlie  was  disgraced  before  Petersburg,  where  he  had  come  with 
Burnside's  Corps,  a  full-iledged  (  political )  General.  Cowan  believed  that  he 
possessed  neither  ability,  veracit}'  or  courage.  Let  us  dismiss  him  by  quoting 
General  Grant.     See  Second  Vol.  Grant's  Memoirs  page  313: 

"The  four  Divisions  of  his  [  Burnside's]  Corps  were  commanded  by  Generals  Porter,  Wilcox, 
Ledlie  and  Ferrero, — 'the  last  was  a  colored  Division;  and  Burnside  selected  it  to  make  the  assault. 
Meade  interfered  with  this.  Burnside  then  took  Ledlie's  Division,  a  worse  selection  than  the  first 
could  have  been.  In  fact  Porter  and  Wilcox  were  the  only  Division  Commanders  Burnside  had 
who  svere  equal  to  the  occasion.  Ledlie,  besides  being  otherwise  inttHcient,  proved  also  to  po.->sess 
qualifications  less  common  among  soldiers." 

This  verdict  is  justitied  by  the  record  of  the  court  that  tried  Ledhe. 

Some  reference  to  certain  parts  of  the  published  record  of  the  Third  Xew 
York  Artillery  will  conchude  this  narrative.  It  would  have  been  wisdom  on 
the  part  of  the  otlicers  directing  the  preparation  of  that  record,  to  have  refrained 
from  any  reference  to  the  First  Xew  York  Battery.  Since,  liowever,  they  otTer 
evidence  to  prove  its  legal  place  on  their  muster  roll,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
point  out  the  irrelevancv  of  the  orders  they  quote,  and  the  a'os'ardit\'  of 
presenting  them  in  such  a  connection.  Better  to  have  let  the  matter  quietly 
drop,  as  Colonel  Stewart  had  foimd  advisable  in  dealing  with  the  Battery. 

On  page  85,  \'ol,  I,   •'  Cciytig'u  in  tJie  Ficld,'^  by  ILdl,  the  following  order 

is  presented  : 

Head  Qj'arters  uk  the  Army, 
Adjutant  Gexfkal's  Office,  Wasiiinm.tcjn',  Dec.  11,  iS'il. 
Special  Order  No.  ;]:i(;  : 

iv.  The  n'neteenth  New  York  \'olunteers.  Colonel  Ledlie  commanding,  \\\\\  be  changed  to  a 
re^^imcntol  Heavy  Artillci"v,  and  anv  companies  '.vhich  niav  now  be  serving  as  Light  Artillci  v  ^v:jl 
he  detachcti  and  nuI^lered  as  independent  companies,  ami  their  place-  in  tiie  regiment  \s\\\  l>e 
filled  by  other  companies.       By  order  of 

^L\JOR  General  McClellax. 

On  this  the  author  of  the  Record  then  comments  as  tbllows  : 

"The  'other  company'  reterred  to,  wa^  tliat  of  Cajjtain  Kennedv,  who,  'vhen  relieved  by  Giles  from 
rccruittH'^  for  thd  nineteenth,  raised  a  company  of  Artillery,  and  znth  it  luas  must--red  into  the  I'tiit.-'d  Stat:s 
service  A'ov.  ^^ii,  us  t/wjifst  indefcndent  A\;^'  i'orA-  Buttery.'^ 


u 

The  lan^aiaL;e  of  brjtli,  urder  and  comment  is  (|uot<id  word  for  word.  It 
may  be  thought  incredible,  but  such  is  the  fact  as  the  book  will  show. 

Now  it  is  plain  that  order  Xo.  326,  dated  Dec.  iith,  1S61,  refers  to  "any 
companies  which  may  now  be  ser\'ini^  as  Light  .Vrtillery  "  witli  the  19th  New 
York,  and  directs  that  such  companies  shall  be  "detached  and  mustered 
as  independent  companies." 

Certamlv  there  is  notliinjf  in  this  that  could  be  construed  or  twisted  as 
applicable  to  a  Company  alread\-  mustered  as  an  Independent  Company  and 
not  then,  or  at  any  time,  serving  with  the  19th  N.  Y.  The  First  New  York 
Batteiy  was  mustered  into  the  U.  S.  service  as  an  independent  command 
November  23rd,  1S61 ,  eighteen  days  before  Order  No.  326  was  issued,  and 
never  served  with  the  19th  N.  Y.  up  to  December  nth,  the  date  of  this 
Order  No.  326,  nor  at  any  time  subsequent  thereto. 

It   is   therefore   proven   that  *'  the   other   company   referred   to  "   was   not 
Kennedy's,  and  the  author   of    "  Cayiii^-a   In   the  Field''    could   have   had   no 
justitication  for  the  statement  made  in   his  book.     He  was  plainly  partisan  or 
i  grossly  unfair  and  ignorant.     The  companies  referred  to  in  Order  No.  326  had 

\  no  existence.     They  were  Ledlie's  misrepresentations,  to  swell  the  importance 

|.  of  his  command,   and   the   language   of    the   order,    qualified   by    "any"    and 

"may  be,"  shows  plainly  that  there  was  nothing  but  Ledlie's  word  for  them. 
Military  language  is  generally  exact.      On  page  100  of  '-^Cayuga  in  the  Field.'' 
\         the  author  takes  up  the  question   again,   and   completes   the  evidence — all  the 
I         evidence — that  the  Third  Artillery  can  otler   to  prove   a  claim   that   had   been 

\         repeatedh-  denounced  as  fraudulent.     C^ioting  from  the  Record,  page  100: 

\ 

\  *'CoI.  Ledlie  procured    a  revocation  of  the  order  [meaning  Order  No.  o2(ij.    Special  order  *  r.M),' 

\  afterward  issued,  provided  as  foliows:  '  Piir<iuant  to  instructions  iroiu  the  General  in'  Chief,  t'roni  tlie 

Headquarters  of  tl.e  Army,  so  nuich  of  thj  order  as  directs  that  Companies  of  the  T.tth  Regiment, 

New- Vork    State  \'ohinteers,  serving   as    hght   artillery,  be   detached  and  mustered  as  independent 

companies,  is  svispendeii  tor  the  present.'*' 

This  is  copied  exactly  as  it  is  printed  in  the  Record.    There  is  neither  date, 

place  or  signature  given  for  this  order  ••  No.  190,"  revoking  order  ••  No.  326,"  and 

tlie  attention  of  educated  otiicers  is  called  to  the  ^•ague  and  unmilitary  manner 

in    which   this    order    is    expressed.      It   may   easiU'   have   been    a   concoction 

\        of  Ledlie's.    But  whether  genuine  or  kdse,  it  is  simply  a  revocation  of  that  part 

1       of  Order  No.  326  which  has  been  shown  to  have  been  entireh'  irrelevant  to  the 

j       First  New  \  ork  Dattcry,   and  consequently  "Order  No.    190"  had  no  effect 

whatever  upon  that  Battery.     Yet  the  author  of  *' Cayuga  iji  the  Field"   adds 

in  these  words  : 

'•  Kennedy's  Battery  restored  to  the  Third  Artillery  by  this  order,  which,  as  far  as  we  can  learn, 
was  never  revoked,  \va>  de^ignated  o:^  tiie  rolls  as  Co.  L,  and  ordered  to  make  its  regidar  reports  to 
the  headquarters  of  the  Third.  Ir.  made  two  or  three,  but  no  more.  When  Captain  Kennedy  left 
it.  in  the  Spring  of  \S\V1,  Caj^tain  Cowan,  reining  on  the  mu.>tcr  in  as  tlie  Fir^t  N.  Y.  Independent 
Battery,  refused  to  report  to  the  Third  Artillery  and.  neser  acted  in  obedience  to  its  orders.      It  was 
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'i  carried  on  the  rei^imcntal  roll-,  until  near  the  end  of  the  war,  and  then,  at  Col.  Stewart's  request,  by 

\      'I  letter  of  the  War  Department,  it  ^vas  quietly  dropped.     It  was  in  the  intention  of  the  Government 

j  a  battery  of  the  Third  New  York.  Artillery,  but  its  history  being  apart  and  distinct  from  the  regiment 

I     ■  and  it  having  been  iTiustereJi  a<  independent,  it  will  not  be  considertrd  a  part  of  the  Third  Artilleiw 

i     \  ■          in  these  pages." 


I  Without  one  particle  of  evidence  to  connect  tlie  First  New  York  Batterv 

I  with  the  Third  Arcillerv  ;  with  indisputable  evidence  that  it  had  been  mustered  in 

as  independent ;  served  as  such  and  was  mustered  out  tiie  same  at  the  end  ot' 
the  war,  with  the  records  both  state  and  national,  to  prove  that  it  was  never 
attached   to  the  Tliird    Artillery,  or   in  any  way  implicated  by  those  records 
I  as  a  part  of  any  regiment :   this  writer  asserts  that  it  was  ''  in  tlie  intention  of  the 

'■:  government  a  Battery  of  the  Third  New  York  Artillery."     Heaven  defend  the 

I  soldiers  of  the  union  t'rom  such  historians  ! 

i  As  to  the  assertion  that  the  Battery  made  two  or  three  reports  to  the  Tliird 

I  Artillery,  it  need  onlv  be  said  that  Captain  Cowan  made  no  report  of  anv  kind, 

I  and  if  such  reports  were  recei\'ed  at  the  head  quarters  of  the  regiment,  thev 

were  carried  there  h\  ^Taior  Kennedy,  and  taken  trom  tlie  Batter\',  as  lie  took 
copies  of  its  muster  rolls  tor  Ledlie,  suireptitiously,  without  tlie  knowledge 
of  the  Battery  Commander. 

Finally,  it  but  remains  to  repeat,  what  every  otlicial  record  in  the  War 
Department  of  the  government,  or  of  the  state  of  New  York,  will  conclusiveh' 
and  indisputably  establi^'h,  that  the  first  new  york  dattery  was  mustered 


into  the  U.  S.  service  Nov.  2^d,  iS6i,  re-enlisted  and  earned  the  title  of  vetei 
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in  Feb.  1S64,  and  was  mustered  out  June  25th  1S65,  '^^^^'^^  serving  three  vears 
and  seven  months  in  the  arm\'  of  the  Potomac  as  an  independent  command. 
It  took  part  in  thirtv  battles,  and  brought  home  to  the  place  w  liere  it  was  born, 
a'glorious  and  spotless  record. 

R.USE    A    .MONUMENT    TO  IT  ON  THE  FIELD  OF  GETTYSBURG?    Ycs  !  To  Stand 

in    commemoration   oi     heroic    deeds,   and    in  memorv    of    those  ^^h9,   in  tiie 
words    of    the     immortal     Lincoln,     'm^a\'E     their   liyes  that  the  nation 

MIGHT    LIVE."' 


I  have  written  the  foregoing  sketch  of  the  First  New  York  Batterv,  and 
the  accoimt  of  James  II.  LedHe's  ellbrts  to  ha\e  it  transferred  to  his  Regin^ent, 
the  Third  New  York  Artiller\',  at  the  urgent  and  repeated  solicit;ition  ot 
members  of  the  Batterv.  I  liope  that  it  niLiy  grLitifv  them,  and  silence  iorever 
often  reiterated  claims  of  the  Third  New  York  Artillery  to  share  tlie  fame  and 
honors  won  bv  this  Battery  in  its  long  term  of  service  with  the  Arn-y 
of  the  Potomac.  I  am  personallv  responsible  for  everv  statement  made  in 
this  narrative,  and  desire  to  be  so  considered. 

No  soldier  of    the   Third    New    York  Artiller\-  sIk^uUI    assume    that    any 
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disrespect  for  the  soldiers  of  that  Regiment,  or  rellection  on  any  of  its  Batteries, 
was  meant  to  be  inferred.  More  especially,  I  desire  t(j  be  understood  as 
entertaining  the  most  sincere  regard  tor  the  soldiers  of  the  old  Nineteenth 
New  York  Regiment,  with  whom  I  served  and  sutlered.  I  am  in  hearty 
sympathy  with  all  soldiers  of  Cayuga  County,  or  elsewhere,  who  honorably 
served  their  country,  and  desire  their  good  will.  We  of  the  Fikst  New  York 
B/VrrERV,  love  the  name  it  bore  with  honor,  and  in  defending  it  against  false 
claims  or  pretentions  feel  that  we  but  discharge  a  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves 
and  the  truth. 


ANDREW  COWAN. 


Louis\'TLLE,  Ky.,  August  i8,  iSS6. 
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(iEN.  Erank    D    Sloat,   !V)>t  17,   Xew    Haven,  Connecticut,   Past  Department  Commander  Connecticut. 

CuL.   Ei.isiiA   H.   R-iODES,   I'obt  1.  Pro-.uience.  R.  I..  Past  Department  Commander  Rhode  Island. 

Gkn.  Sii.as  C(M-r,H()VE.   Winch.cster,   India:;a. 

Gkn.  Chaki.es   L     Voln^,,  Post  lo,  Toledo,  Ohio.   Past  Senior  \"ice  Commander-in-Chief   G.    A.    R, 

JoH.H  C.   LlNKHAN,    Fsq.,    Po.st    M,  Penacock.    N'.    II..    Pa.st   Department  Commander    New    Hampshire. 

<;kn.   Bvron    fi.    PiKRcr,    I'ost  :>,   Grand    Kap.ds.   .Miciii-an,   Past   Deparluicnt  Commaiider    Mic;-.ie-an. 

CoL.   Em  G.  Si:i,(.iRs.   Post  S.   Phila-ieiphi.i.   Pa. 

Col.    C.    H.    r.LKHi.t.R.    Post    !».    Getty^bur;r.  David  A.   Buehlek,   Esq.,  Gettybburir. 

Skkgt.  N.   G.  Wir.soN.  ....  j    j^.^wrenle  Schick, 

John   M.  Kraith,    Emj.,        ••  •'  Charlks  Horni;r.   M    D., 


Mai.   Rur.ERr  B 


>KH<.T.  W .  D.  i!oi  t/wokth 


''-'^»  *'  "•»  Col.  John  B.   Bacheldhk,   Boston. 


TIIE    WORK    OF    THK    ASSOCIATION. 

The  "Gettysbur;^  Batt'e-Field  Memorial  Association  "  was  foinied  for  the  purpose  of  holding' 
and  preser\:ni;  r.hc  baUlo  LjroariJs  of  Gettv^hur;^,  with  tholr  natural  and  artificial  defences,  and  to 
perpetuate  the  same,  with  such  memorial  structures  as  miii^ht  b:;  erected  tliereon  in  commemoration 
of  the  heroic  deeds  and  achieveuieats  of  the  actors  in  that  great  contest. 

It  was  incorporated  by  Act  of  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  approved  April  ,'>0,  i<*;i. 
hv  which  Act,  and  a  supplement  thereto  approved  April  21,  IS'I'J,  ample  powers  and  authority  are 
conferred  fur  the  aC':om;.)ii*hn-ient  of  its  purposes,  including  the  purchase  of  lands,  laying  out  of 
roads  and  avenu  >s,  the  erection  of  suitable  memorial  structure'^.  \:c.  The  property  of  the  Associa- 
tion "shall  not  be  sjbject  to  attachment  or  execution,  and  the  lands  acquired  for  the  purpoNe  of 
said  Association,  with  its  pergonal  property  and  the  improvements  and  appurtenances,  shall  be 
FOREN'KR  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXATION',  and  also  from   the  payment  of  an  enrollment  tax." 

The  Association  is  managed  by  a  President  and  board  of  twenty-one  Directors,  elected  annau!i\- 
by  the  members,  together  ^vith  the  ex-ojTuio  Directors  from  States  contributing  to  its  support.  The 
.WEMKEKSHIP  fee  is  $io,  entitling  tlie  party  to  a  handsome  steel  plate  engraved  Certificate,  a  vote  in 
person  or  by  proxv  in  the  election  of  officers  of  the  Association  and  participation  in  its  general 
management.  A  large  majority  of  the  Certificates  of  membership  are  now  held  by  Veterans  and 
Posts  of  tiie  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  who  tiiereby  control  the  franciiise  of  the  Association. 
Its  aims  and  purposes  are  xation'AL,  with  a  membership  widely  scattered  over  ditTerent    States. 

By  recent  amendments  to  the  charter,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvani.i  is  made  ex-ofjlcio  Pre-^ident 
ol  the  Association,  and  the  Governor  of  such  States  as  shall,  by  legislative  appropriation  contribute 
funds  for  it^  support  are  made  ^- ex-onlcio  memo^^irs  of  the  Board  oi  Directors,  with  pow:rr  (  if 
unable  to  be  present)  to  substitute,  under  the  olTicial  seal  of  the  State,  some  one  of  its  citizens  to 
represent  the  State  in  the  meetings  of  the  Board." 

In  furtherance  of  its  design  the  Association  tVoni  time  to  time,  as  funds  in  the  treasury  justified, 
has  purchased  land,  and  now  liolds  in  fee  simple  over  :}00  acres,  embracing  the  Grove  where  General 
Reynolds  fell,  the  two  Round  Tops,  the  Wheat  Field,  East  Cemetery  Mill,  Gulp's  Mill,  the  entire 
line  of  battle  from  Cemetery  Hill  to  Round  Top,  tbe  Union  line  of  battle  from  Fairfield  roul  to 
Mummasburg  road.  v.\:c.  It  has  also  the  care  and  custody  of  about  40  acres  of  land  owned  b\- 
General  Crawford,  including  the  ''Devil's  Den  "  and  ttie  ground  Iving  between  the  Wheat  Field 
aiid.  the  Rounel  Top>  About  eight  miles  of  drive-way  along  tlie  I'nion  lines,  reaching  v-arious 
points  of  interest,  have  been  constructed,  a  large  portion  of  which  is  substantially  enclosed  with 
wire  fence.  The  places  reacned  by  these  drive-ways  are  otf  the  public  roads,  and  heretofore  could 
only  be  tra\ersed  on  foot. 

Although  many  poitits  of  historic  interest  have  been  secured,  the  lands  alreadv  purchased  form 
relatively  a  small  proportion  of  the  twenty  one  square  miles  of  territory  which  the  field  eml-traces 
and  \vhich  the  General  Government  has  surveyetl.  Properties  are  clianging  hand<,  wood';  tire  lia'i^'e 
to  be  leveled,  hou<;es  erected,  tences  changed,  stone  defences  removed,  and  other  improvements  made 
which  would  destroy  the  historic  characteristics  of  the  field.  Prompt  steps  should  be  taken  to  secure 
whatever  lands  the  Association  may  ultiinately  require  for  the  preservation  of  the  important  centers 
of  the  great  struggle. 

One  of  the  main  aims  of  the  association  is  to  facihtate  the  erection  of  Memorial  Tablets  and 
Monuiiients,  bv  tb.e  purchase  of  the  grounds  occuj>icd  bv  the  various  organizations  during  the  battle. 
Memorial  structures  l\ave  alreailv  been  erected  on  different  portions  of  the  field  by  the  'Jrth.  "J'^'h, 
2:1th,  fjSth,  7-Jnd.  7.">di,  SSth,  I'Ut,  i'ilrd.  hsth, '.»l»th,  liMith,  114th,  1  ISth.  IP.ith,  PJlst,  140th,  147t!u 
and  l.");)rd  Pernsy Ivania  \'o!uiUeer  Regiments;  Battery  B,  1st  Pa.  Artilleiy;  Knapp's  Pa.  B.itter/ 
E;  Hampton's  Penns_\  Ivania  Battery  C  and  F;  1-t  (cavalry,)  1st,  'InA,  7th,  0th,  loth,  lltii.  12'.h, 
BJth,  l.'.tii.  luth,  ls;h,  I!t:h,  i»Och,  2-Jd,  ili'd,  :l;;d,  and  :J7tii  Massachusetts;  1st.  .'M,  .■)ch,  and  Ihh, 
Mass.  -llatteries;  1st  and  2d  Co.  Ma-s.  Sharp  Shooters;  14th,  17th,  20th,  and  221  Connecticut; 
24  R.  [..  Arnold's  (A^  Brown's  (B)  aiul  Randolph's  (  E)  R.  I.  Artillery;  2d  and  .'th  Xew  Hainnshire, 
New  Hampsiiirc  Sharpshooters;  12lth,  New  \ Ork;  .41  (cavalry.)  7th,  1  tth,  2i»th,  and  27th  huliana; 
1-i   auvl  2d  Delaware;    12th  New  jerso_\-;   2iKh  Maine;   Cjen.  Zock's  Po^t   11,    Norristijwn,  Pa.;  (len 
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Stronif  Vincent  Post  <J7,  Erie,  Pa.;  aUo  memorials  to  Col.  Frederick  Taylor,  l.'Uh  Pa.  Reserves, 
Lifut.  Col.  Menrv  C.  Mervin,  iTth,  Connecticut;  Gen.  George  II.  Ward,  5th,  Massachusetts;  and 
Gen.  Rt-vnold's  Mnnument.  During  the  coming  year  the  remaining  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut 
rc'^ninent-,  will  erect  hands'. aie  monuments.  The  Veterans  of  Maine,  New  Hamp-hire,  New  York, 
New  ler^ev,  Ohio,  and  other  States,  are  also  arranging  to  put  up  memorial  indications  in  the  near 
future.  {Thd  Monutmnt  lo  The  First  iVe7V  Vor/c  Independent  Battery  7uill  be  erected  in  time  for  its 
dedi-Aiiion,    July  \\rd,   1S,S7,   the  'lUh  anni-renajy.) 

In  view  of  the  reluctance  of  land  owners  to  sell  isolated  plots  of  ground  in  the  niidst  of  farms, 
and  the  necessity  of  arranging  for  future  Memorial  indications,  it  will  become  the  duty  of  the 
Association  at  the  earliest  practical  moment,  to  purchase  additional  lands,  to  lay  out  additional 
avenues  and  drive-wavs  traversing  the  lines  of  b-ittle,  and  to  secure  the  right  of  way.  The 
Association  is  now  preparing  to  open  avenues  cov;jring  the  lines  of  battle  of  the  nth  Corps  in  the 
first  dav's  fight.  To  accomplish  these  purpose.s  will  require  the,  e>:penditure  of  a  good  deal  of 
monev,  which  must   be  provided  by  States  haviiig  an  interest  in  the  field. 

Tlie  Association  can  only  proceed  with  this  work  as  it  can  command  the  requisite  funds  to  meet 
expenses,  its  policy  being  to  contract  no  debts  or  liabilities.  It  has  but  two  sources  of  revenue, 
viz:  the  proceeds  of  member>>hip  fees,  and  appropriations  by  States  whose  troops  were  engaged  in 
the  battle.  Every  dollar  coming  into  the  treasury  from  either  source  is  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
lands,  opening  avenues,  constructing  roadways,  care  of  the  grounds  and  monuments,  and  other 
necessary  expenses.  No  s.m.aries  are  paid  to  any  of  the  officers,  except  the  small  sum  of 
$ioo  to  the  Secretary,  the  services  oi  the  Board  being  given  gratuitously. 

Pennsylvania  has  appropriated  $16,000.  Minnesota  ,$1,000,  Massachusetts,  .'|;.'),000,  Connecticut, 
$-2,.'O0.  Rhode  Island,  l,0oo.  New  York,  10,000,  New  Hampshire,  $1,000,  New  Jersey,  3,000 
Delaware,  $r)«M) — all  for  the  i-lrchase  of  lands,  opening  of  avenues  &c.  Besides  these, 
appropriations  direct  to  the  Association,  Massachusetts  appro[>riated  .$!.'», 000  for  the  erection  of 
monum.ents,  Rhode  Island  $2.nnf>,  and  Delaware  .$i,r>00.  Ohio  has  appropriated  $40,000  for 
purchase  of  land  and  erection  of  monuments. 

Applications  are  being  constantly  received  froni  \'eteran  organizations  desiring  to  erect 
monuments  at  points  not  owned  by  un,  and  which  m.ust  be  purchased  before  their  wishes  can  be 
gratified.  Thi-,  can  only  be  done  through  liberal  appropriations  by  States  whose  troops  participated 
in  the  battle.  To  tins  end  the  Association  makes  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  States  which  have  not 
yet  contrii'Uted  to  the  funds  of  tlie  A>sociation.  Appropriations  from  other  State.s,  anything  like 
p^oporti(^nate  to  tho>e  above  nientioncd,  would  enable  us  to  complete  the  work  in  hand  and  make 
ih.e  Jlcid  of  Gettysburg,  in  its  historical  indications,  a  perpetual  memorial  to  the  patriotism  and 
cni!r:!g!'  of  tile  hrrocs  wlso  here  gave  their  lives  that  the  nation  might  live. 

jjjpflT^ln  order  to  secure  historical  accuracy,  the  Association  has  adopted  rules  for  monumental 
indications  which  will  lie  furnished  In-  the  Secretary.  No  monument  can  be  erected  on  the  grounds 
of  the  .\s>oc!at!on  until  its  location  and  the  inscription  thereon  has  been  approved  by  the  proper 
oiiicers.      Wiierever  practicable  the  regimental   tlank  should  be  indicated   by  markers. 

Gkttysbl  R(.,  Pa.,  July  I,  Ins'; 


\  I 


Notp:. — The  monuniont  to  be  erected  by  the  First  New  York  Battery  will 
be  CMred  U^i'  by  this  Memorial  Association.  But  the  entire  battle-tiehl  must 
ultinuiiely  bccomt-  the  propert}'  of  the  United  States.  The  w^hole  country  can 
be  made  to  unite  in  such  a  demand,  and  Congress  should,  without  delay,  be 
p.etili(>ned  t(]>  appropriate  money  for  marking  the  positions  held  by  Regiments 
and  Batteries  of  the  Regular  Army  on  this  great  battle-field.  Those  who  com- 
mantled,  bnih  regular  and  \()lunteer,  will  soon  have  passed  away,  and  no  time 
sii'Mild  be  lost  until  \\w  work  is  accomplished.      Only  one  monimient  has  as  yet 


been  erected  by  a  New  \'ork   State   Regiment,   viz:    the    124th, 


trom 
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'uruy,  but  it  is  a  worthy  one  ;  the  hrst  to  \\i\\  New  York  Battery  will  not  fall 
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M 
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I         behind  it   in   interest,   althovigh   less   costl}'.     \  isitors    to    the  battle-field    Irom 

j  C.ivu'_;':i    Cuiinlv    will   feel   proud   of   it.     llie  iiitliN.  Y.,  a  splendid  Cayui^^ci 

L\-iiintv  Regiment,  which  was  in  the  hottest  of  the  battle,  mast  hasten  to  tollow 

the  example  of  the  First  New  York  Battery.     See  pages  47  and  48  for  list  of 

iuonuments  erected  up  to  July-  1SS6.     Preparations  are  making,  at  the  South, 

for  marking  the  positions  oi  Confederate  Commands.     The  wliole  field  will  be 

dotted  with  montmients,  and  in  time  it  is  destined  to  become  a  great  National 

Park,  visited  annually  by  tens  of  thousands  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 


President  LiNceLNS  Qddress, 


Delivered  at  the  Dedication  oj  tiie  Soldiers  \atioiial  Cemetery  at  Gettysburg,  \ 

November  ig,  iS6j. 

\ 
Fourscore  and  seven  years  ago  our  tathers  brought  forth  on  this  continent, 

a  new  nation,  conceived  in  Liberty,  and  dedicated  to    the  proposidon  that  all  \ 

men  are  created  equal. 

Now  we  are  engaged  in  a  great  civil  war,  testing  whether  that  nation,  or 
anv  nation  so  conceived  and  so  dedicated,  can  lonijer  endure.  We  are  met  on 
a  i^n-eat  battle-field  of  that  war.  We  have  come  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  that 
lield,  as  a  tinal  resting-place  for  those  who  here  gave  their  lives  that  that 
nation  might  live.     It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper  that  we  should  ^<^  this. 

I>ut,  in  a  larger  sense,  we  cannot  dedicate — we  cannot  consecrate — we 
cannot  hallow — this  ground.  The  brave  men,  living  and  dead,  who  struggled 
Here,  have  consecrated  it,  far  above  our  poor  power  to  add  or  detract.  The 
world  will  little  note,  nor  long  remember  what  we  say  here,  but  it  can  never 
i'>rget  what  they  did  here.  It  is  for  us,  the  living,  rather,  to  be  dedicated  here 
t'>  the  untinished  work  which  thev  who  fought  here  have  thus  far  so  nobly 
advanced.  It  is  rather  for  us  to  be  here  dedicated  to  the  great  task  remaining 
i)etore  us — that  trom  these  honored  dead  we  take  increased  devotion  to  that 
cause  for  which  tliey  gave  the  last  full   measure  of  devotion — that  we  here 

niGHLV    RESOLVE    THAT    THESE    DEAD    SHALL    NOT     HA\'E     DIED     IN     \'AIN — tluit 

this    nation,    under    God.   shall     have     a     new     birth    of    freedom — and   that 
^'overnment  of  the  people  for  tiie  people,  siiall  not  perish  from  the  earth. 
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